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THIRSTY The ThlrSty
1 %\ Farmer

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ

<1 Telephone: 01404 822287
= a“ "g www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk
Sﬁmipﬁ A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE.

OPENING HOURS - (See centre pages for our Xmas hours)

MONDAYS: BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT
DRINKS ONLY 510pm

TUESDAYS: Exe Valley PIZZA Co Van at The Farmer from 5pm.
Preorder to take away or very welcome to eat in our bar
Open 5-10pm for DRINKS

WEDNESDAYS: WOOD FIRE AND SMOKEKDUSE MENU
FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.309pm
DRINKS 122.30pm and 511pm

THURSDAYS: STEAK NIGHT!
FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.309pm
DRINKS 122.30pm and 511pm

FRIDAYS: CHARITY COFFEE/TEA & CAKE MORNING from 9am
FOLLOWED BY BRUNCH/LUNCH-OOD 9am-2.30pm
FISH FRIDAY DINNER 5.38pm
DRINKS 9am11.30pm

SATURDAYS: BREAKFAST/BRUNCH/LUNCH 10.30a130pm
DINNER: 5.309pm
DRINKS 10.30am-11.30pm

SUNDAYS: SUNDAY ROASTS AND FRMERS TABLE-6pm
DRINKS 1210pm

Normal menu availableNED-SAT12-2.30pm/5.30 -9pm SUN 126pm
Il MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE NIGHT THURS 22nd DECEMBER

Band Nights 9pm: Dec 2nd: K2 Dec 9th: Under The Radar
Dec 16th: Stiletto.
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Ed the Ed

Dondt panic | have been invited back
issued it is two years since | did my last editorial before leaving Whimple for the
heady excitement of Exeter. The team have continued to produce a great magazir
for the village-thank you!

In this edition, you will find Sadrhenwh
did she manage that? and a challenge to hunt through the magazine and find the
images of Secret Santa hidden throughout, (clue on page 39!). Post your answers
the address mentioned, to be in with a chance to win a special sweetie parcel.

Sarah has used a Christmas image by Keith Harris in her article, and she wantec
say thank you to him for allowing that.

Talking of Santa, the kind folk at Broadway House are collecting letters to Santa
the old postbox with replies to be collected from Whimple Store$ this will be
available from 10th- 22nd December. What a lovely thing to continue to do for the
village d thank you!

It is heartwarming to see all the wonderful village activities going on throughout the
year 8 especially the great success of the Firework Night at the Cricket Cléhwell
done to James and his team! And not to forget the regular clubs and groups th
meet, providing activities and company throughout the year. Well done and than!
you to both Jo WalrondSmith and Jessica Knee for driving the Christmas Day lunc
at the Victory Halld it has gathered a lot of support which is fantastic. What a lovel
idea!

| do miss the gossip in the shop and my chats with a wide range of villag&igeally
enjoyed my time with Jenny and Mark. It is sad to see that the Post Office is closir
but even when | was there, it seemed to be a very poor business model for any shc
owner to depend upon, especially after the very public Horizon system disaster.

It is wonderful to see that the New Fountain has been rescued by Kevin Wheat®n
having spent several years looking out from Dairy Cottage at a closed ar
deteriorating lovely pub, we are looking forward to seeing it back. | was hoping tha
we could start the Wassail next year from ther@ at least the car park. | have been
O60bookedd by Roger Smith to | ead the

please come along and keep a wonderful village tradition alivi and then try to

explain it to other people! Jim Causley will be leading our music (and will also be
St Maryds Church on 10th December wit

If you would like to contribute to the first edition of the Whimple News in 2023,
then please send your contributions to Bob Scanlan by 12th Januérpote his new
email address of bob@bobscanlan.co.uk.

On behalf of the Whimple News team, have a happy and safe Christmas and Ne
Year.

EdH



KILN-DRIED HARDWOOD LOGS

IDEAL FOR OPEN FIRES AND WOODBURNING STOVES

Beech - Birch - Ash - Sycamore - Oak - etc
Free sticks with every load

For Helpful Advice and Prompt Deliveries
Telephone Exmouth (01395) 277242

PAYMENT PLAN o oo
G ed

3,6,9 or 12 months ]| o JEZT?w A e

THE EASY WAY SR genuine S0

TO PAY ="

produced

workmg in IHp%rtnershlp wnth most of the Iealzl?ng estate agenc¥es

+Slating *Tiling *Flat roofing *Fibreglass flat roofs *Chimneys/ Fr==

Leadwork *Turnerized slate roofs Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards

* Storm damage/insurance work *All grant work undertaken

*Insurance backed guarantees *Full public liability insurance
*Free written quotations *All work guaranteed

Ckvsnc - - _
VELUX- [JGr i @ R Redland

ROOFING SYSTE MS




What ds On I n Whimpl e

December

6th, 11th and 20th Advent Quiet Space 7.3@8 . 1 5pm i n St . Ma r
10th Heritage Centre Christmas Opening from 11.00am to 3.00pm.
10th Christmas Special SoupdndSarnie
10th Christmas Concert Jim Causley and Tale Valley Choir, 7.30pm in the Church
11th Christingle Service, 10. 00am in
11th YFC Christmas Bingo, 7.00pm eyes down 7.30pm in the Victory Hall
13th WI Christmasparty 12.45pm in the Hub
17th Front Row Club 7.00pm for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall
18t h Carol Service, 6.30pm in St Mary
24th Christmas Carols 7.00pm in the Square
31st New Yeards Eve 11.30pm in the Sgq

January

10th WI Meeting - Devon Air Ambulance talk, 2.00pm in the Hub

17th Wassail starting from the Heritage Centre 7.00pnRehearsal at 6.30pm.
Refreshments later at the Cricket Club

27th Simon Dell, on behalf of the History Society, will present a talk abothie
Murder of PC Potter at Whiteway's Factory Whimpl&ll are welcome.
Non-smembers £2.

27th Talatond a Wartime Refuge- Video screening, 7.30pm in Talaton Parish Hall,

28t h SoupéndSarnie Lunch 12.00noon to

31st Gardening Club AGM 7.00pm in The Victory Hall

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVENT AT THE THIRSTY FARMER!

WELCOMI NG BACK LUKE HI NGLEY®S MI CHA
THURSDAY DECEMBER 22nd.

Look out for more details on Whimpl
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WHIMPLE STORES ==

It has been over a year now since we purchased Whimple Stores from Mark anc
Jenny and what a tumultuous year it has been for us since! We have been mad
very welcome by the people of Whimple and have learned that Whimple is very
unigue both in the origins of its population and its strong social cohesion and active
community involvement.

We have been blessed with very good present and past staff members in Karer
Sarnia, Rebecca, Karina, Judith and Lynn who, bar one, are also Whimple residen
They all reflect our ethos of making our customers feel welcome and going the extre
mile to be friendly, helpful and informative. We would like to thank them for their
support and dedication over the past year.

Since February, we have faced new challenges that all small shop owners ai
experiencing with accelerating wholesale prices of products, downturn in sales as
result and the tripling cost of electricity to power the lights, fridges and freezers.

Despite these challenges, we have tried to keep our prices down and to be
reasonably competitive with the big supermarkets to avoid customers having to
drive to Ottery St Mary, Honiton or Exeter. As a result, we have a lot of regulal
customers, know most of them by first names and have a regular chat or joke witl
them, making this a real community shop.

We have supported Whimple events by selling tickets and by advertising in out
windows and have a rotating charity box area on the counter. We have a
Otemptationdé table near the entrance

childrends books and toys box on the

way in.

The Post Office has been a significant challenge for us both financially and in th
time commitment needed to fulfil their demands without sufficient remuneration.

We consulted with the village on how the cost of retaining and running a Post
Office counter could be met and only one helpful suggestion was made which
would require fundraising across the community. The suggestion was made
unfortunately at the same time when a clerical error by the Post Office resulted in ¢
demand against us to compensate the loss that did not exist. We had to spend a
unacceptable amount of time demonstrating their error and removing their financial
demands. This was the final straw and we have terminated our contract with the
Post Office and will be closing the counter on January 6th 2023.

We plan to have a Payzone Terminal for bill payments, electricity and phone igps
and will support cash withdrawals at the shop counter for up to £50 with a small fee
to cover our costs. We will also stock the main types of stamps.

We are planning to run a parcel service for sending and receiving but the
companies concerned have not yet provided a firm commitment despite months of
discussion so there may be a gap in service.



The nearest Post Offices to Whimple for other services are in West Hill, Ottery anc
Cranbrook, and an Outreach Post Office arrives in Talaton on Wednesdays.

In the run up to Christmas, we will be open every day at the usual times except or
Christmas Day. On the following public holiday days we will be open but the Post
Office counter will be closed. Please see the centre spread of Whimple News fol
the full opening times.

Dondt forget that we have Christmas C

We will provide preordered Christmas food as usual and can also bring in bulk
packs of drinks from our wholesalers if you need. We also have access to caterin
size frozen foods such as large cakes and frozen meats such as duck and lamb. A
for prices and quantities if you are interested.

Finally, we wish everyone a very relaxing and sociable Christmas and thank all ol
customers for their support over the last year.

Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and Team

WHIMPE o

The Square N e ) 0ol1404

) TQRES!

EXS 2SN
Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and Team welcome you to
your local Stores, Post Office and Coffee Shop

Opening Shop and Coffee Post Office

Mondays to Fridays 08:00to 18:00 09:00 to 12:30 then 13:30to 17:00
Saturdays 09:00to0 12:00 09:00t0 12:00

Sundays 09:00to 12:00 Closed

Public Holidays 08:00to 12:00 Closed

Poppy Collection

Today | have banked £1386.92 for Whimple a sterling effort all round|igle down
on last year but in these austere times very commendable.

Noticeable amounts by the school of £148.60, Stores £193.30 and my
general collection of £363.17. Together with Church collectioaf £361.37.
A good effort all round. Thankyou to all who donated so generously.
Fiona Clarke
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DAN PLANK

Master

Thatcher

T: 01404 823081
W EiM: 07881 942516
daniel.plank@yahoo.com
djpmasterthatcher.co.uk

&

\
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Gzrdl@

See our new website: slackmaglrdle.net
Find us on Facebook
for more details or to contact us:
01404 823083 empal1@icloud.com
New look, same great band!

Maths & Physics
Online Tutoring

GCSE & A-Level

Personal coaching to suit your needs,
with experienced mathematician.
Member of the Tutor's Association.

Daytime/ Evening/ Saturdays.

For more information please see my website:
robertpooleymaths.co.uk

Robert Pooley 01404 822333
robertpooleymaths@gmail.com
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Tuesday 17th January 2023Wassailing

This yeards wassailing wildl start
the usual Orehearsal 0. Wedl |l then
Heritage Centre where the first Wassail ceremony will be around the
Societyds Whimple Wonder tree.

The procession will then head up Church Road to Lower Woodhayes
Orchard for the second wassail ceremony.

We 61 | t hen mo v e back to the Squa
procession wil/ gat her near the t
first Chairman, John Shepherd.

Onwards then along Town Lane and Broadclyst Road to the orchard
adjacent to Knowle Cross Farm for the third and final ceremony of the
evening, courtesy of Jim and Mary Chard.

The last port of call will be at the Cricket Club for traditional Wassail
refreshments.

We would urge everyone to enter into the spirit of the evening by wearing
traditional dress and bringing 6in
waken the trees and ward off any evil spirits in the apple trees.

Wassailing Mugs and Fhirts will be on sale on the evening.

A-wassail, avassail! The Moon she shines down;
Our apples are ripe and our nuts they are brown,
Whence thou mayest bud, dear old apple tree,
And whence thou mayest bear, we sing unto thee

s
Chorus......... %

With our wassail, wassail, wassail!
And joy come to our jolly wassail!

O apple tree prosper, bud, bloom and bear,

So we may have plenty of cider next year.

And where therefs a barrel, we
That we may have cider when we come again.

Chorus...........
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FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OI L
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BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
UNVENTED HOT WATER S
UNDERFLOOR HEATI NG|




Order at

www.courtneys.online
FREE delivery to also available at:
your door Whimple Cricket Club,
Whimple Stores and The Thirsty Farmer
'Whimple's very own drinks producer’ Scan me
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Steven Spielberg was once asked O0What
finally see Hi m?6
And Spielberg thought for a moment at

Thanks for listening.
Itds a good answer. So much of the Ct
When Gabri el arrives to bring Mary tl
When the angel tells Joseph in his dr
The shepherds | isten when the angel
they go out and tell the world what they have seen.
And the world listens.
Two thousand years later, we confront this stunning message t i di ngs
and joyo as t he andaur bebrts dnelbwvith thebsensiment of the
season.
We hear. But are we paying attention? Are we listening?
Christmas invites us to listen.

To |'isten for Godds messengers. To |
And what good news it is: that God is with us! That we are no longer alone. That +
has come into our l i ves, and into ou
writes. Or as |l saiah puts it so beau
seen a great light. o6

This is the news we have been waiting for.

The news all of humanity has been listening for.

Think of how Christmas comes to u8 if only we listen for it.

It comes to us with angels singing and a baby crying.

It comes to us with the clang of bells, a blare of trumpets. The rip of wrapping pape
The laughter of loved ones around the table and into that, unexpectedly, come
Chri st mas. Qui etl y. Gentl y. Whi speri
we are not alone. God is with wus. E mi
My friends, on this miraculous night, the message | want to leave with you is
simple: Listen. With your ears. And with your heart.

Our salvation has been announced. What will we do with it?

Rev Marc
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Advent quiet space

Tuesdays in Advent6th, 13th and 20th December 2022, 7:3@8:15pm.

In a year full of tremendous strains and stresses for everyone, and amidst all tl
Christmas rush, | am convinced that we all need to take time to be silertb take
some time out from what can be a pressured, confrontational, shouty world and to
escape from social media.

On the three Tuesday evenings of Advent from 7.30pm until 8.15pm, | plan to sit ir
Whimple Church, enjoy some quiet space in the sacred surroundings of thi
beautiful village church, and simply wait. Would you like to join me?

Nothing will be expected of you other than to sit quietly. We will light some candles;
we might listen to a piece of music; we might hear a short poem or a verse or twc
from the Bible. But mostly, we 0| | be
around us, my hope is that wedl | rec
ourselves and find some joy and peace
of God.

lan Spicer Lay Minister, St Maryds Whimpl e

Whimple Church
Christmas Services
Sunday 11th December 10am.
Christingle Service.

We hold a Christingle Service every
have been before. It is the service where the children are given an orange with
candle in it, surrounded by sweets on cocktail sticks. Come and find out more
Families and children especially welcome. Please note that it is in the morning th
year, not the afternoon.

Sunday 18th December 6:30pmCarol Service.

Please come and join us for our Carol Service, accompanied by mulled wine an
mince pies.

Saturday 24th December 11pmChristmas Eve Midnight Mass.
Sunday 25th December 11am. Christmas Day

Christmas Day short family service followed by Holy Communion for those whc
wish to stay. 13




1 BRANCHOUT -
ORTGAGE SOLU IONS
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\ CURISTMAS CONCERT
SATURDAY 10 DEC # 730PM

ST MARY’S CHURCH, WHIMPLE

Tickets £10 including mulled wine
Available from Whimple Stores or jimcausley.co.uk

JIMCAUSLEY.CO.UK W/ € JIMCAUSLEY
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