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All Village Day photos by Sue Draycott 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

DustAway 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured ð all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
Jill 07818484864 

or Tracey 07727168817 
 

V.A.T. Reg. No. 169 7014 86 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DATES 

Evolver: 29th August  

Busmanõs Handbag: 21st September 4.00 - 6.00pm  

Audius Maximus: 26th September  

 

 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 



 

5 

       

 
 

 

 

Whatõs On in Whimple  

August 
 

  9th VPA Annual Flower Show ð see posters for details 
16th Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers ð Big Breakfast in aid of 

PAPYRUS 9.00am ð 12.00noon Victory Hall ð details page 41 
22nd Hospiscare Tea Party ð Bradcott House, The Green; details on page 12 
23rd Dog Racing ð gates open 3.00pm - details on page 45 
 

September 
 

  3rd Orchard Harmony Open Rehearsal 7.30pm. ð 9.00pm in St Marys 
Church 

  5th Whimple Cricket Club ð End of Season Band Night ðdetails on page 19 
13th (Saturday) Front Row Club Victory Hall ð AGM at 7.00pm., followed by 

õ12 Years a Slaveõ. 
13th Barbara Lambertõs Autumn Plant Sale ð details on page 40 
19th Whimple History Society talk ð Victory Hall 7.30 pm ð Dr Anthony 

Saunders on ôThe Evolution of Trench Warfareõ.  
20th Soup and Sarnie Lunch Victory Hall. 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
 

October 
 

11th WW1 Banner at the Heritage Centre ð details on page 17 
11th (Saturday) Front Row Club Victory Hall . 7.00 pm for 7.30pm. See 

posters for details 
19th Soap-Box Karting Challenge ð details on page 13 
24th Whimple History Society ð Auction of Pledges and Promises, Victory 

Hall 7.30pm Details on page 17 
25th Soup and Sarnie Lunch Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30 pm 
26th Whimple History Society ð apple pressing at the Heritage Centre from 

11.00am to 3.00pm 
31st (Friday) Front Row Club Victory Hall. 7.00 pm for 7.30pm. See posters 

for details 
 

November 
 

  8th (Saturday) Front Row Club Victory Hall . 7.00pm for 7.30pm. See 
posters for details 

21st Whimple History Society talk ð Victory Hall 7.30 pm ð Lt. Col. Tim 
Courtney on ôThe Devonshire Regiment in WW1õ.   

27th Villages in Action ð Kathryn Roberts and Sean Lakeman Victory Hall ð 
details on  page 38 

28th (Friday) Front Row Club Victory Hall. 7.00pm for 7.30pm. See posters 
for details 
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If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 

Ed the Ed 
 

Welcome to the August/September edition of your wonderful Whimple News. Our 
cover picture shows the skittles outside the Thirsty Farmer during Village Week. 
Well done and thank you to all involved with the Village Week ð all the events 
appear to have been well supported, and enjoyed! The organising Committee still 
need more help for next year, and that planning usually starts now. If you are able to 
offer help, then please do so ð details on page 29! 

A fine example of such volunteering is Eileen Lascelles who will be leading the Over 
65s Christmas Party organisation, which is great news...thank you Eileen, and I am 
sure all the normal helpers will want to continue with this very worthy event. Watch 
out for further details in the next edition of the News.   

Welcome back to Martin Gammell who has been in some serious hospital travel 
arrangements by helicopter; it is good to know what is happening behind the doors 
of the council chamber again. We look forward to seeing the new-look and fully-fit 
Martin gliding through the village in all his new clothes.  

The Front Row Club have now announced the dates for the rest of the year, and that 
includes Fridays and Saturdays which I have noted in the ôWhatõs On in Whimpleõ 
page to lessen any potential confusion about turning up on the wrong night! 

I am always pleased to give personal praise to advertisers whose services I have 
used and I was recently very impressed with my birthday cake from Sam, of Samõs 
Country Cakes (advert on page 10) - it was a very tasty sponge, and on top, a figure 
of a rugby player scoring a try, linking to my support for the Chiefs - very creative! 

I saw a story in one of the national papers that highly amused me ð it was in the US 
and a plane had just landed, and was taxi-ing to the airport buildings. As ever, many 
of the passengers ignored the ôRemain seatedõ signs when the plane stopped, and 
had stood up, retrieving their bags from the over head lockers. Until....a steward 
made the announcement over the PA system asking passengers to resume their 
seats as the captain needed to be able to see as he reversed the aircraft. Everyone 
sat down!! 

If you would like to contribute to the next edition, then please either leave it with 
the Travelling Van People at the Post Office, or send it direct to Bob on 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by Monday 15th September. Thanks! 

Ed H 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 
 

We will be closed on August 25th, Bank Holiday Monday  . 

Benefits will be available from Friday 22nd if they are due on that day. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A reminder for  you about our dry cleaning service. 

We have been fortunate to retain our three times a week pick up, our days are: 

Monday , Wednesday and Friday in the afternoons. 

That means an item of clothing can be brought in on a Monday  morning, for 
example, and be ready for collection on Wednesday afternoon. 

You can also hire the Rug Doctor from us. If you've not used one before, don't 
worry, itõs very simple and leaves carpets almost dry. 

Johnsons will also clean duvets and curtains. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Mobile top ups 
Did you know that you can top up your mobile phone with us? 

Regardless of your network we can either swipe your phone top up card or print out 
a voucher. If you have a problem with either of these methods we will try to help 
you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

We have a large bunch of house/car keys handed in to us, found at the end of 
Grove Road. If you think they may be yours, please come and see us . We are often 
able to reunite lost items with their owners, so if you should find an item or indeed 
have lost something do call in, tell us about it, and we will see if we can help. 

Our grateful thanks for your support 
 

Jim and Alison Creasy 

Whimple Post Office  

Tel 822359 
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851674  
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Orchard Harmony News 
 

It was great being part of Village Week this year - singing at the New Fountain on 
Tuesday 8th (meeting our surfer dude Chris!), the ever rocking picnic and ending the 
week by singing in the Church for Coffee and Cake on the Saturday morning. We had 
a blast! 

We start again in September with our Christmas Concert booked for the 6th 
December - this year in the Village Hall (watch this space for more details), and a 
booking for the History Society's Christmas Lunch on 13th December. 

We are recruiting new members with an Open Rehearsal on Wednesday 3rd 
September 7.30pm - 9.00pm in the Church. If you are interested come along and 
have a glass of wine with us and sample the kind of things we get up to on a 
Wednesday night! There is no commitment - this is just a chance to find out a bit 
more about what we do by joining us for the evening.  

Until then - Happy Summer! 

Julia Green 
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Just to say........ THANK YOU! 
 

We were blessed with good weather on Saturday 14th June for the Whimple 
Church Fete and were delighted to welcome so many people. The Pimms and ice 
cream both sold out and everyone enjoyed the stalls, games and cream teas whilst 
being entertained by the Ottery St Mary Silver Band (Brass Class) and the Whimple 
Primary School Choir. All in all, a very enjoyable and relaxing afternoon with a great 
atmosphere spent in lovely surroundings. 

THANK YOU to everyone who attended and contributed so generously to raise 
Ã1,791.05 for the church and to Mike and Avril Ellingham who so kindly let us use 
their beautiful garden. Our sincere thanks to our very good team of stall holders and 
helpers, to those who made donations, and to the òheavy gangó who moved 
furniture and gazebos, all done in good humour! Thanks to Helen and Lester 
Bowker for allowing us to park cars in their orchard and to John Ball who performed 
his duties as Traffic Management Officer with utmost efficiency.  

It was great fun this year and we look forward to seeing everyone next year! 

Co-ordinators:  

Mike & Tamara Snell 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A tea party will be held at Bradcott House, The Green, on Friday 22nd 
August, from 3.00pm until 5.00pm.   Cost of tea will be Ã5.00 and all 
proceeds will go to Hospiscare for the new centre at Honiton.   Everyone is 
welcome.  There will be a raffle. 

Any enquiries to Ann Bowden 823450.  
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 Are you ready to Roll?? 
 

You may remember last October the 
inaugural Soap-box Karting Challenge 
took place. A rather bizarre spectacle in 
the centre of our village.......... if not, you 
missed a great afternoon of minor chaos. 
Together we raised Ã121.00 for Whimple 
Primary School. 

Well itõs back again! The date for your diary is 
the Sunday 19th October at 1400hrs, participants to be there by 1330hrs. 

Strictly traditional soap-box kart designs only, not exceeding Ã100 build 
costs.  

Teams will consist of two folk aged 16 years or over (one must be a 
Whimple resident).  

A Ã15.00 entry donation is required, with all proceeds going towards 
Whimple Primary School. 

Will the inaugural champions (John Griffiths & Alex Tooze) be able to retain 
their trophy?  

For full entry details and rules please contact: 
 

Ross AT tiggers.rest123@btinternet.com 

or  

John AT hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 
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Chris Burrows  

Landscape Maintenance  

chrisburrows@yahoo.com  

07970 907651  

Horswell Cottage  

Budlake, Broadclyst  

EX5 3LW  
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CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  

 

 

FIRST WHIMPLE SCOUT GROUP NEEDS YOU 
  

The Group are pleased to announce the re-opening of the Cub 
Scout Pack from 6.15pm to 7.45pm on Wednesday 17th 
September . 

We welcome boys and girls aged from 8 to 10ŉ years, and 
helpers, including Young Leaders, are also welcome.  

The Beaver Scouts have a problem! 
We are the 1st Whimple Beaver Colony but have NO young 

people from Whimple.  

Beavers will re-start after the summer holiday from 5.00pm to 
6.15 pm on Wednesday 17th September. and we welcome 
boys and girls aged from 6 to 8 years. 

 

Further details from Fox (Beavers) and Badger (Cubs) at 01404 821861.  

Please leave a message and we will ring you back. 
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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Auction of Pledges and Promises  
on Friday 24th October  

 

The Auction of Pledges and Promises will take place in the Victory 
Hall at 7.30pm. It is hoped to make the evening a social event and 
members and friends will be encouraged to bring their own 
ôrefreshmentsõ. Tables will be laid out in the main hall. Entry will be by catalogue, 
costing Ã1.00, which can be purchased in advance or on the door.  

The Committee has already secured a number of promises/pledges but we 
would be grateful for any more that you can provide either yourself or from 
local businesses etc. Any one wishing to provide a pledge should contact the 
Secretary on 822244  

As Seen on TV 
WW1 Banner ð ôWe Will Rememberõ 

is on a tour of Devon and will be coming to the 
Heritage Centre on Saturday 11th October. 

The banner, hand painted by artist Adrienne Howells, took more than six months to 
complete. It is 6ft high and depicts scenes from the trenches. Silk poppies are sewn 
around. 

People visiting the banner can mark one of the red silk poppies with a message 
about a family member who died in the Great War. Written accounts are also 
displayed in a book alongside. 
 

PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY AND COME ALONG. 
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For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

EAST E RBROO K, 
EATON LTD  
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
   

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 

 

Fancy joining the 
technical crew for the annual 

Whimple Pantomime ?  
 

The Whimpletons would very much like to hear from anyone who could assist with 
the lighting & sound equipment. You don't need to be a technical whizz, but must 
enjoy working in the dark at the back of the Hall !  

We'd like help with setting up lights, microphones, loudspeakers & related 
equipment before the pantomime, and then controlling the lights & sound during 
each performance.  

Experience with a band or in a theatre setting would be a great addition to our team 
but if not we would welcome someone who appreciates the basics of electricity and 
wiring who could one day be the principal technician.  

Please contact me on either: Ron.powell@bluedisk.biz or 07802 726 139. 

Ron Powell, The Whimpletons 
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The Choral Society is currently taking a summer break from rehearsals, which will 

resume on Wednesday 3rd September.  

For the season of 2013-2014 the Society once again nominated Hospiscare as the 
local charity which we would like to help in some small way. As well as having a 
retiring collection at the end of both our concerts, we also held a bumper raffle at 
our annual dinner in February. The total raised this year was Ã660. Last month our 
chairman Annie Bassett presented a cheque to Margery Whittington of Hospiscare 
at Otter Nurseries. Also present were Liz Govier of Gilbert Stephens Solicitors and 
Sabine Taylor of Otter Nurseries, two companies who have generously sponsored 
the Choral Society in the past year. Michael and Vivienne Gascoigne-Pees, 
organisers of the annual dinner, and committee member John Neal attended the 
presentation as well.  

Many thanks to all our patrons who continue to support our concerts and helped to 
raise this impressive sum. 

For more information regarding OSMCS contact:- Annie Bassett - Chairman 823331 
or visit our website:- www.otterystmarychoral.org 

Future Concerts for your Diary 
Christmas Concert   Ottery Parish Church 

13th December 2014  
Spring Concert   Ottery Parish Church 

28th March 2015  

 

Join us for Lunch   

on Saturday 20th September  
and Saturday 25th October  

from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  
 

Note: the September SoupõnõSarnie has been brought 
forward by a week to avoid the Harvest Festival  
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Join us for Lunch   

on Saturday 20th September  
and Saturday 25th October  

from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  
 

Note: the September SoupõnõSarnie has been brought 
forward by a week to avoid the Harvest Festival  

 

Enjoy fresh home - made soups 
and delicious hot bacon  
 or sausage sandwiches  

cooked and served by your 
friendly SoupõnõSarnie Team 

Whimple Victory Hall  

Friends of Whimple School 
 

On behalf of the children and staff of Whimple Primary School I would like to thank 
all the good folk of Whimple who came and supported our last two events of the 
year. The race night was a roaring success raising Ã1000 and the Summer Fair was 
well attended despite the torrential rain that heralded the start. 

The total raised was over Ã1400 which was fantastic and meant 
we exceeded our goal to raise enough for our new iPads which 
the children are already  loving and benefiting from. 

Sam Walker 

                                                            Thank you 
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Keeping our pets cool this summer 
 

¶ On a hot day, walk your dog in the early morning and late evenings if 
possible, either take water with you or walk where there is somewhere 
for the dog to paddle or swim. You can buy dog coats specifically for 
keeping them cool too! 

¶ Cats notoriously love the heat, but make sure you check sheds and green 
houses for those sunbathing moggies because they can get locked in by 
accident. 

¶ Rabbits and guinea pigs need plenty of shade and water. Keep them 
covered when they are out in their run and preferably in the shade with 
opportunity for a breeze. 

 

NEVER leave dogs in cars, not even for short periods 

Dogs die every summer after being left in cars, even with the windows down.  
In minutes, the inside of the car can reach oven temperatures.  Outside 
temperatures of 24ÁC can soon reach in excess of 39ÁC inside a car. 

 

What to do if you see a dog in a car on a warm/hot day? 

¶ Call the police on 999 and the RSPCA on 03001234999. If the car is in a 
shop car park or at a public event, alert organisers to call owners over the 
loudspeaker and advise them that the police have been called and are on 
their way. The overwhelming urge will be to break into the car and 
release the dog. There is a risk of being charged with criminal damage if 
you do this, so tell the police/RSPCA what you intend to do and take 
videos/photos on your phone to show the distress. Take names and 
phone numbers of any witnesses. 

Signs of heatstroke and what to do 

¶ Heavy panting, profuse salivation, a rapid pulse, very red gums and or 
tongue, lethargy, lack of co-ordination, reluctance or inability to rise after 
collapsing, vomiting and diarrhoea.  

¶ Dogs with heatstroke need their body temperature lowering gradually to 
give them the best chance of survival.  

¶ Immediately douse the dog with cool (never cold) water if possible. 

¶ Move the dog into a shaded cool area and give small amounts of cool 
water to drink. 

¶ Go straight to your nearest veterinary practice and call ahead so that they 
are expecting you. 
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MP 
Property  

Maintenance  

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening  
General Repairs and Maintenance  

 

 

No Call out charge  
Free Estimates  
24hr callout service  

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 

Whimple Ringers' Outing 
 

The forecast offered showers of thundery rain and lightning across the east of the 
county. This year the ringing route went west and south so we set off in hope of 
missing the worst of it. And so it was that Broadhempston provided a good start for 
everyone. Even the coach driver got there eventually! Nice bells, 'The Monks 
Retreat' was a good inn for coffee and an interesting Church with a modern 
appliqu® panel to excite the needle women among us. The day got better, and 
warmer. Halwell presented a challenge with shortish ropes which kept us on our 
toes, literally. By the time we reached Stokenham the sun was beating down 
rewarding those bringing sunglasses. Lovely bells and a delightful place to savour 
the smells of mown grass and summer flowers. Then via the coast road by Slapton 
Ley to Dartmouth for tea and a stroll in the sun. Apparently the Navy delayed the 
coach pick-up by twenty minutes, though quite how was 
not made clear. Back through Totnes to Collaton St. 
Mary, a light ring of only 7cwt. but we managed them 
well enough. The party rolled in to Whimple about 
7.00pm after a thoroughly enjoyable day by common 
consensus, and not a hint of thunder. Later the ringers 
and spouses met for a convivial meal at the New 
Fountain Inn to round off a most enjoyable day. 

Roger Algate 
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