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St Maryôs Church 
 

Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8am  Holy Communion  

   11am  Family Service  

 2nd Sunday 11am  Holy Communion  

 3rd Sunday   8am  Holy Communion 

   10.30am  Service with a Smile 

 4th Sunday 11am  Holy Communion  

 5th Sunday 11am  Joint Benefice Communion 
 
 

Whatõs on in Whimple 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability 
of venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Angela Smith on 822828 or e-mail Angela1smith@aol.com 

 
August  
 15th Bingo - fundraising for Over 65's Party Cricket Club   7.30pm 
 15th Guided Village Walks Heritage Centre   6.15pm 
 19th Over 60's Trip - Portland & Weymouth    9.00am 
 
September  
   6th  Coffee Morning in the Church St Mary's Church 10.15am 
    9th WI Meeting Victory Hall   7.30pm 
 10th Over 60.s Trip -Looe & Polperro  (with Evening Meal Stop) 
 13th Coffee Morning in the Church St Mary's Church 10.15am 
 15th Parish Meeting Victory Hall   7.30pm 
 19th History Society - Social Cricket club 
 20th Coffee Morning Victory Hall 10 -12noon 
  fundraising for Over 65s Christmas Party 
 23rd Over 60's Talk - George Williams Victory Hall   2.30pm 
 26th Hospicare - Cheese & Wine Evening Victory Hall   7.30pm 
 28th Harvest Festival St Mary's Church 11.00am 
  Harvest Lunch Victory Hall 
 
October  
   5th Over 60's Mystery Trip/Sunday Lunch   10.00am 
 11th Over 60's Coffee Morning Victory Hall 10 -12noon 
 14th WI Meeting Victory Hall   7.30pm 
 21st Over 60's Talk Victory Hall   2.30pm 
 31st History Society - Annual Auction Victory Hall   7pm 
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Ed the Ed 
Could the Village Week get any better, I asked myself after the great success of 
last year? The answer for 2003 is a resounding YES. So many congratulations to 
Vicky and her team for all their hard work over the past few months that came 
together during Village Week. I know that many people were wondering how 
the Food and Drink Festival could be improved ð and a brilliant combination of 
the laws of supply and demand came to the rescue, courtesy of John OõHanlon 
and his team. This year, the drinkers of the village accepted the challenge and I 
understand, managed to consume some 900 pints excluding the wine, cider and 
soft drinks that were on offer.  I know that I was trying to do my bit, purely to 
demonstrate solidarity with the village! Vicky has a short review of the events of 
that excellent week plus a list of õthank youõsõ, in this edition. It is great to see so 
many people involved in this ð well done!  

Hopefully we have been able to put some of the photos into this edition that I 
took on that glorious day, gliding gracefully as a Yellow Hammer around the 
field! I plan to pass them on to the History Society as a record of village life and 
hopefully in the near future Col. Bob and his team will be putting them on show 
in the Heritage Centre ð so watch this space!  

I am delighted to welcome a new contributor to this edition ð Eric Whiteway, 
who has written a short article on the streams of Whimple, which I hope you will 
find of interest.  We also have something from our Raving Reporter who has 
taken a leaf from our national press by doing some true investigative journalism 
without speaking to the subject  - on the grounds that it might ruin a good story.  

The WI have come in for some gentle ribbing over the last few months, but I 
really want to congratulate them on a superb job with all the bunting that 
decorated the streets during village week. It looks really professional, and it must 
have taken them a great deal of time and effort. The bunting looks very sturdy 
and should be of use for a few more years yet ð well done team!! 

I see that Whimple has hit both the local and the national press over the last few 
weeks ð the Express and Echo coverage of the ôDown your way in Whimpleõ 
with the good news that John OõHanlon has taken over the old cider company 
premises, which has to be bad news for the good people of Slewton Crescent 
who thought that it was only residential!! Plus a super half-page picture appeared 
in the Times of Saturday July 26, of ôgoslings preparing for their first flight in the 
lanes near Whimple, Devonõ ð not if Iõm out on my bike!!!  

I hope that the good weather holds out for some more of the other local 
summer events  - we had a great night out at Killerton recently, and were able to 
watch a second display of fireworks on the Sunday from our bedroom window, 
that ended the classical evening.   

We are always on the look out for contributions to the News, so get those 
writing heads on and get your articles to Gordon at the PO by 15th September, 
or direct to Bob ôScannerõ Scanlan on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer! 

Ed H 
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Our England is a garden and  

Such gardens are not made by  
Singing ôOh, how beautifulõ 

And sitting in the shade  
                                 Rudyard Kipling 

FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE  
Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

It is such a pity that gradually our cottage and front gardens disappear to 
make room for manicured, labour saving little plots. On the way to Exeter 
one sees all those delightful little front gardens vanish to make way for 
parking places. I wonder what Rudyard Kipling would say seeing England 
now. 

The bunting has gone up in The Square and in the streets of the village, the 
effect is most pleasing and festive. I hear that members of the W.I. have 
cut out thousands of tricolour triangles and someone has machined them 
on wires. A large board has also been placed in The Square depicting all 
the events taking place during Whimple week. Saturday morning will see 
stalls and there will be a lively animation, the fun run ending here and the 
fancy dress starting here, it lends itself so well for special occasions. There 
will also be a Service of Songs of Praise in Church and the church will be 
beautifully decorated, the theme being ôAn English Country Gardenõ. 

Our annual flower show in August will be extra special this year as it is 
exactly fifty years since it was first started and it has been a great success 
ever since. 

Gertrude Jekyll, the First Lady of Gardening said:- 
òThe purpose of a garden is to give happiness and repose of Mind which 
is more often enjoyed in the contemplation of a homely border than many 
of these great gardens where the flowers lose their identity and with it 
their hold of the human heartó 

What I so like about our local flower show is that the human heart is still in 
it. We know that nobody would enter the show just for the prizes or the 
money. The joy is the preparation and to be there, take part and try to 
make sure your exhibits appeal to the judges. They award points not by 
looking at a single feature but judge them for all the aspects of the display. 
Every class is always well represented. We are lucky to have such a good 
team at the helm following in the footsteps of our beloved John Shepherd 
who masterminded his computer in record time to work out points 
awarded.  
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 I remember so well the years I was asked to judge flower arranging, a 
very difficult task for a local judge. I always made sure I had with me a 
judge from West Hill. We used to go our separate ways, then come back 
to compare our notes that, nine times out of ten, were identical so we 
knew it would be a fair judgement. I find the idea this year of having the 
public give their verdict as well as the judges a novel and excellent idea. It 
will be most interesting to compare the findings. Beauty is essentially in 
the eye of the beholder. 

I have just seen the article òDown your Way in Whimpleó in the Express 
and Echo and was very saddened indeed by the fact that no mention 
whatsoever was made of our Church and Vicar and of the late John 
Shepherd. John was the driving force of the Whimple Village Produce 
Association and I remember the wonderful floats he used to create with 
Ken Stone for the processions on village day. He was alsothe life and soul 
behind the project of founding a history society with five other members, 
without him it would not have got off the ground. Few people realise it or 
remember that he died as a cause of an accident he had coming back 
from a meeting related to History Societies in Devon. His wonderful 
achievement was the creation of òSon et Lumiereó in our Parish Church. 
He put all the Parish Chest collected over the years by Reverend Harold 
Tucker on computer and staged an unforgettable show which was seen 
by many people who came from far and wide. He put Whimple on the 
map.  

I for one bless his memory.   

 

HOSPISCARE 
 

Cheese and Wine Evening 
 

7.30pm Friday 26th September 
 

Victory Hall  
 

Everyone welcome 
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 NEWS FROM P.O. CORNER 

I have had a look at the Whimple  News for this time last year to 
see what I had to say about village week and how we all had the 
opportunity to enjoy a great end to the week. In superb weather 
and a lovely atmosphere on the Saturday in the square and also 
Sunday in the Woodhayes Hotel field; and how on behalf of you all 
I thanked the PTFA and anybody else who had put so much work 
into such a successful time.  Well nothing has changed - everything I said 
last year I repeat this - sincere thanks to you all. 

One caution for next year - I bet you can't get the same weather three years in a 
row! (Although the way the PTFA organise things so well - maybe it can.) 

I was rebuked for 'political commentingô in the last Whimple News so I offer a 
couple of (non-political?) quotes for consideration - 

"I would never die for my principles - I might be wrong" - this was Bertrand Russell, 
a politician would surely omit the last 4 words; and "The most useful thing about a 
principle is that it can always be sacrificed to expediency." - the words of Somerset 
Maugham - surely no politician would think this! 

Now to P.0. news  

Lloyds bank has now joined the 'cash by card' facility so with Lloyds, Barclays 
and All/Leics accounts you can get cash using only the card and PIN free of 
charge - you can of course continue to cash cheques, also pay in cash & cheques 
for these and Cooperative, Smile & Cahoot banks FREE as before; and remember 
postage can be bought using almost any bank Debit Card. 

One reminder about "the change!!!!! " - if - when you get your letter about 'Direct 
Payment' - you fill in your bank details as it requests then your pension, benefit or 
whatever WILL GO INTO YOUR BANK ACCOUNT (and get mixed with all your 
other monies) and if this is not one of the ones listed above you will NOT BE ABLE 
TO GET YOUR CASH AT THE P. O. If this is not what you want bring the letter 
into the P.O. and we will explain how you simply avoid this.  

The printer ink cartridges we sell are proving a bit of a hit - the convenience is 
appreciated and the prices are right, also the photocopier (A4 or smaller) and fax 
services continue to gently increase in use as people find that you don't have to go 
out of the village for these facilities. 

Finally with the V.P. A. show coming up soon I am reminded of a time early in my 
marriage when I brewed homemade wine. I considered I had reached a pretty 
good standard and thought to try out one particular bottle, of which I was rather 
proud, on my wife's uncle, a wine buff, who had won the Daily Telegraph 'wine 
taster of the year' title. I proffered the glass, he took a sip, and then asked where I 
made it. I said "In the kitchen." to which he replied "Doesn't travel well, does it?" I 
have made no more since. 

Love to all from HO&GO@,PO  

www.cynicalorwhat.co.uk 

P.S. Looking at Bertrand Russell's words above I can see a politician omitting the 
last four words and replacing them with - óI get others to do it for me.' 
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Good Food, Good Wine, Good Ale, Good Time 

The Thirsty 

Farmer Inn  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER  

DEVON EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 

A FAMILY RUN PUB  
 

WITH 
 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY  

AT ITS BEST 
 

Chefôs Specials Board 
 

Delicious Homemade Desserts  
 

Vegetarian Menu  
 

Superb Sunday Roast  
 

Childrenôs Menu 
 

Patio and Garden  
 

We buy local  

Bookings are advisable especially at weekends 
to avoid disappointment 

HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON.  
Ali & Mike  
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  Big Night In!  

 

 

òI need you to be a reporter for the nightó came the request from our 
esteemed editor, òas I will be awayó. So on Friday 27th June I was 
dispatched, pencil behind ear and notebook in hand, to the Big Night In 
event featuring The Old Rope String Band. The omens were good, I had 
already been informed that the event was virtually a sell out with a large 
party even making their way from Hampshire just to see the band. Well, 
what an evening! I feel sorry for anyone who did not attend as it was 
pure entertainment and I for one have not laughed so much for a long 
while. It is difficult to describe what the Old Rope String Band is and is 
best summed up by a passage from one of their own flyerséóThe Old 
Rope String Band is a unique combination of music and comedy. This is 
the cutting edge of music hall. Three strange men play beautiful 
traditional music whilst indulging in strange and hilarious antics and 
bizarre visual nonsenseó. 
The audience in the hall ranged from small children to the ôgrey powerõ 
generation. All appeared to be enjoying themselves immensely which 
goes to show that good entertainment can span the age range. 
Audience participation was enthusiastic including the singing (where are 
you all on panto nights)! It was unusual to find three talented musicians 

combining playing a number of instruments with slapstick, dancing 
and song. A topical song about the recent war in Iraq 

managed to be both very funny and poignant 
at the same time ð not easy to achieve. I was 
also left wondering whether the wellie boot 
dance will catch on and be up there with 
Morris dancing being danced in villages across 
the nation. The audienceõs feelings were made 
known at the end by the clapping, cheering, 
whistling and foot stomping ð I had serious 
concerns for the foundations of the hall. I think 

I will now go and dust off my wellies ð no harm 
in a little practice in case I get the call!  

                                 N.H.     
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Next Big Night In! / Villages in Action Event  

Subitango!  
Saturday 1st November -  Village Hall  

From the music and dance of early 20th century Buenos Aires to 

the breathtakingly beautiful jazz -inspired sound of Astor 

Piazolla, Subitango blazes with the life and colour of this most 

sensual of art forms. Subitango! features live music from the 

UK's leading tango ensemble "Tango Siempre" (violin, 

double bass, piano and accordion), and stunning 

choreographed dance from the wonderful tango 

dance couple Mina and Giraldo (who danced in 

Madonna's film Evita)  

An unforgettable evening's entertainment.   

See next Whimple News for time etc  

  

Whimple Over 60's Social Club Activities 
 
Aug  5th Evening Trip - Dawlish     5pm £4.00 
 19th Trip - Portland & Weymouth    9am £5.50 
 

Sept  10th Trip - Looe & Polperro (with Evening Meal stop) £5.50 + meal 
 23rd Talk - George Williams  - Victory Hall  2.30pm  
 

Oct  5th Mystery Trip/Sunday Lunch (details later)  10am 
 11th Coffee Morning   - Victory Hall  10am - 12noon 
 21st Talk (T.B.A) - Victory Hall    2.30pm         
 

Nov  4th Shopping Trip - Barnstaple    9am £4.50 
 11th Talk - Miss Cooke   -  Victory Hall  2.30pm 
  

Dec 10th Christmas Lunch - Honiton Motel (details later) 
 

For full details ... Contact Secretary Beryl Ball  812905 
 Outings secretary Ena Northcott 822228 
 Membership secretary Rachael Owen 823223 
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¶ Need help using your PC?  

¶ New computer for Xmas?  

¶ Want to Learn MS Office packages?  

o Word processing  

o Excel spreadsheets  

o Access databases  

o PowerPoint presentations  

¶ Trouble using the Internet?  
 

Then call for assistance and discuss your 
requirements, then learn your way 1:1  

at affordable rates! 

Alan Hickman 
 (01404) 823449 

No charge if you donôt learn! 

 

C. and M.J. OôDELL 
(Plumbing & Heating Engineers) 

Brookfield, The Green, Whimple, 

Exeter, EX5 2UA 

 

Telephone: 01404 822790 

Fax: 01404 823603 

Mobile: 07780 686279 

Email: c.odell@talk21.com 

 

Cliff OôDell, Eng. Tech MIP. RP 

 

 

SOFT 

FURNISHINGS 

&  

TRADITIONAL  

UPHOLSTERY 
 

Loose Covers to Recovers 

Cushions to Footstools 

Headboards to Bedding 

CurtainsðBlindsðPelmets 

Swags & Tails  

And much more  

 

Jo Harris 01884 277519  
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òLearn a life skill with a Professionaló 

J.C.Ball 
Driving Standards Agency Approved Driving Instructor 

 

FREE:-  First hour for beginners 
 

FREE:-  Loan of Videos and Books 
 

FREE:-  Pickup in Exeter & East Devon 
 

Refresher and Motorway Lessons 
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2 Manley Close 

Whimple 

Devon 

EX5 2UG 

(01404) 822764 

L L 

 
Longfield Cattery 

 
heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  
 
 
 

(now also looking after small animals)  

01404 822275 

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF   
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THE KNEES OF ALEX SPRY 

Those of you who have bravely ploughed through this worthy magazine 
over the last couple of years will have seen several references to the 
knees of Alex Spry. Their annual uncovering was seen as the harbinger of 
spring, as he donned his Royal Mail shorts with pride and strode out into 
the village. Alas, gentle reader, the knees are no longer in the village ð the 
knees have taken themselves and the rest of Alex to other employment, 
and can be found on Feniton station in charge of signalling and other 
duties. How will Whimple know when Spring is sprung?  

These appendages were so famous that they actually had a walk on part 
in the pantomime, such is their following in the village ð what are we to 
do for next year? In this new position, and I use that term loosely, the 
knees must remain hidden under regulation cloth, never to be seen again 
in public whilst in paid employment. Can the world continue without the 
security of knowing that all is well with the Spry knees?  I feel a petition 
coming on ð ô Bring back Alexõs kneesõ!!  

I have heard that due to his experience with the Scouts, and with his small 
but perfectly formed frame, he is the secret weapon of Feniton station. 
They are expecting an enormous increase in the number of travellers, 
drawn by the new business plan for his ôtable topõ sale on the platform, of 
all the ôbargains ô he has purchased over the years at the History Society 
auction ð I can see special train trips to Feniton being run! As with 
Japanese railways, Alex will get behind the hundreds of people who are 
anticipated to be on the platform, and he will push them onto the train. 
My overactive imagination has pictures of Alex pushing the multitude 
onto the train, and congratulating himself, only to find that after the train 
has pulled out, they have been pushed straight across the carriage to 
burst through the opposite doors and are now standing on the other 
platform!! 

I also have reason to believe, gentle reader, that the little cabin on the 
platform at Feniton, is a Tardis-like machine, and once past the little desk 
and general clutter, it opens up into a vast pleasure area, with snooker 
table, expresso coffee machine, dart board, computer games area, jacuzzi 
and massage tables. I suspect that there is a secret patio area with water 
feature, elegant lounging chairs and an expensive cocktail cabinet for 
those quieter moments in the daily life of our national railway. What 
competition can there be for a mug of tea in the sorting room in Whimple 
Post Office, with naught but a Digestive for dunking? 

So, going back to this petition, once we are successful, we can operate 
special ôSpry Knees Excursionsõéor move to option 2, which is to gather 
nominations for the Whimple Chippendales ð auditions are going on as I 
write! Scary or what?             
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 Riding for the Disabled 
East Devon RDA moves into new home at Hitts Barton Equestrian Centre 

Weõve made it!  After months of planning East Devon Riding for the Disabled 
Association Group is settling into its new home at Hitts Barton Equestrian 
Centre, run by Tanya and David Withers, at Whimple. 

Now we are seeking your help. 

We need more volunteers, willing to give up an hour or two a week, during 
term time only, to help our riders attending our Thursday and Friday afternoon 
sessions. 

Whilst previous experience with horses or disabled people would be useful, 
the only other requirement is a reasonable level of fitness. All our helpers are 
given training in how to support the riders, lead the horses and how to follow 
directions given by our instructors Kaye and Jamie. 

We are a very friendly group and our sessions are usually lots of fun for both 
riders and helpers, who come from throughout East Devon. 

Our riders, both children and adults, have a wide 
range of physical, sensory and learning disabilities. 
It has been found that riding increases their 
balance and co-ordination. It enhances their 
confidence and self esteem as well as helping to 
improve memory, communication and 
concentration. Riders also gain an enormous 
amount of enjoyment from their weekly half hour 
sessions, as do the volunteers.  

So if you are free from 1.45-3.15pm on a Thursday 
or Friday afternoon we would love to hear from 
you. Please ring Lee Forster on 01395 513431 or 
Avril Jackson on 01297 33105. 

Our picture shows Peter being introduced to his 
mount Koolie by helper Laura. 

THANK YOU 
Gill and Paul at the New Fountain would like to thank everyone for 
their support and understanding during Gillõs recent illness, not to 
mention all the cards and flowers. Gill would like to apologise for not 
being able to provide Brunch on Village day due to this illness. 
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Veterinary Clinic, Whimple. 
 

New Surgery Arrangements 
In our continuing effort to improve the service we offer to our clients, we are 

pleased to announce that we are now equipped to perform routine surgical 

operations at the Whimple surgery.  
 

All consultations 'by appointment only'. 
 

Surgery times  

Monday -Friday    8.45 - 9.15 a.m. and 4.30 - 5.30 p.m. 

Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call (01404) 823230. 

24 hour emergency service. 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER  
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Garden Machinery Repairs 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

 
Feet First  
Reflexology  

Joanne M Hicks MIFR  
Registered Practitioner  

Trowdon, Whimple  

01404 822884  0777 5828677  

jomhicks@aol.com  
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WHIMPLE STREAMS  

Eric Whiteway 

Residents may not think Whimple is a wet area, 
but it may have been centuries ago. The Cranny is 
the largest local brook, which rises near Larkbeare 
and crosses the railway and road by Holways 
Farm. It flows past Slewton and turns south across 
the road by Fordton Farm (originally a ford), then 
along The Green to Barneshayes, Southbrook and 
Crannaford, finally joining the river Clyst. The 
Green was once a swampy water meadow, and 
the name Slewton also suggests a boggy area. At 
one point, a leat was built across Slewton field (the 
old cricket ground) to operate a water wheel at 
the Tanyard.  

Another stream rises near Whimple Wood and 
flows by Allergrove (originally Alder Grove), then 
alongside the station footpath to Barnshayes. A 
stream passes through the village square on its 
way west, and another rises in Whimple Wood 
area and crosses the road, north of Hand and Pen, 
on its way to Cobden and Southbrook to join the 
Cranny.  

The name Whimple comes from two Celtic words GWYN meaning white or 
holy, and PWL, meaning pool, spring or stream.  Thus we have possibly a 
WHITE POOL or HOLY SPRING or STREAM. Apart from some flooding at 
The Green or Slewton area, there are no pools. There is, however, up on 
Straightway Head a spring of water which flows all the year round. This, in 
earlier times, could have been regarded as a ôHOLY SPRINGõ (Gwynpwl). 
The area is now known as Hollyball.  

In the 1930s Whiteways Cyder Company required a better water supply 
than the Cranny or shallow wells could provide  (there was no main supply). 
A water diviner was engaged to search, and he indicated a good supply deep 
at The Farm, near Barnshayes. A 200 foot borehole was drilled and sure 
enough there was an almost unlimited reservoir of clean water. This was 
pumped to large tanks on Knowle Hill, which supplied the factory, and many 
private houses in the village.   
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Talaton Inn 

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Under new ownership  

FLYING THE FLAGS FOR WHIMPLE 
 

No one can have failed to notice the bunting decorating the village for 
Village Week. W I craft members used their òbags of energyó  (ref. Major 
Dis Aster in the April/May edition!) for the benefit of the village and we 
felt very proud to have made such a significant contribution to the village 
festivities. Our sincere thanks to Zena Calverly who single-handedly 
stitched every flag to the tape, which she so generously supplied ð we 
could not have done it without you Zena. 

Our next meeting on Tuesday 9th September will be a  talk 
about the Barn Owl Trust. This will be an open meeting 
and anyone who is interested will be made very 
welcome. We would like to have a good audience for 
this speaker, for further details ring 823450. 

Ann Bowden. 
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Ladies and gents hair stylists With over 30 years experience 

The salon has a warm and friendly atmosphere 

where clients can relax, so why not pay as a visit. 

We can cater for both trendy and traditional styles. 

We are open Tuesday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 

and Saturday 9 am to 1pm.Late night by appointments. 

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer. 

Members of the hairdressing association. 

Tel: (01404) 823400 

 

 

pple cars 
local & long distance taxi service  

 

4 & 7 seater vehicles private hire & hackney licensed  

 

Tel. (01404) 823600  

Mobile. 07753 730 591  
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The Whimpletonsô MURDER MYSTERY  

OK, so I was a Murder Mystery virgin on the 4
th
 July. All I hoped for was they would 

respect me the next day and remember my name.  So I turned up for the cast read- 
through two weeks before the actual óperformanceô, and then I appreciated why it 
was called a Murder Mystery ï not even the cast knew what was going on. No 
change there, I hear village pantomime goers say. As I understood the basic 
principles, Peter Bolwell, the man what writes the pantos, had consumed several 
glasses of Sanatogen, a couple of boxes of Tunisian red, with a port chaser, and 
then sat and waited for the muse to descend. No wonder we didnôt understand it!!! 
Each of the cast were given their own individual script, but all linking together with 
the main ploté.so he said! Trust me, Iôve done these before, he said.  Only the 
murderer had all the details to put the entire jigsaw together. Ahhh!!!!!!! The rest of 
us were in a state of sublime ignorance. 

For some strange reason I was allocated the part of one Rod Wilton, a carpet layer 
who would return to his customersô houses and relieve them of the most expensive 
valuables when they were away. My nickname was Gripperé..not because of my 
fearful handshakes but linked to my carpet laying occupationéGripper Rod..geddit? 

So for the two weeks before the 4
th
 July, I desperately tried to assimilate all the 

details around the gold heist and all the associated characters who had nicknames 
and óproperô names. So on the 4

th
 July up at the cricket club, unsuspecting members 

of the public traipsed into the óset upô and were given some brief details of the main 
plot and invited to question any of the cast who were sitting/standing around 
adopting nonchalant poses. These poses were only disturbed by a deep and 
meaningful question that would strike terror into a braver personôs heart ï but gentle 
reader, we are talking of The Whimpletons here. Time, tide and scripts mean 
nothing to this polished group of thespians as they battle their way through 
pantomime stories in Whimple. Many an audience has wondered if this has been 
the first time any of the cast has set eyes on the script!!  Only a well disguised 
fumble in the back pocket followed by óYes, good question, let me just check the 
script on that oneô displayed the consistent professional amateurism of the team  ï I 
donôt know if it was óEvilô, ôRapperô, óTicketsô, óShampooô,  óDonkeyô or óPaxoôé.and 
who was playing these strangely named characters. As ever, just think of the 
person least likely to and you were right!! 

Whilst I was doing my best London carpet laying accent, I was still having problems 
with Miles Leonard playing the part of óRapperô, famed for his dancing ability. Iôm 
sorry, Mr Patch, and PC Pling Plong I have no trouble with, but the thought of young 
Miles giving the feet and legs some serious exercise in the Billy Elliott department 
takes us into the world of fantasy and hallucination! The boy did try though and I 
would like to apologise to the table that lost all their drinks and food as óRapperô 
executed a less- than-perfect back flip, triple break and a pint of Carlsberg in less 
than a minute. 

But, gentle reader, by the end of the night, at least two teams had ignored all the 
false leads, and sussed out the murderer, which I thought was fantastic. Well done 
those brave and persistent questioners!!! 

So the next day, I donôt think the respect was there for me as I had hoped, but 
people were remembering my name and making strange gestures as they waved at 
me, in what I hoped was a friendly manner. Ah well, roll on the panto for next year!!! 

E.H. 
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LETõS  GO  ôROVINGõ 

More than likely youõve been to all the usual places this summer but there must 
be many out there who have missed the ôSunday Roverõ éé after all the upsets of 
entertaining the family, why not just sit back and enjoy some beautiful countryside 
without the stress and strain of driving and hunting for a parking space.  

May I suggest a day meandering through tranquil Dartmoor courtesy of the 
ôDartmoor Roverõ ticket.  The princely sum of Ã6 allows unlimited travel from 
Exeter as far afield as Bude, Barnstaple, Torquay and Plymouth by train, double-
decker bus and classic coach ð stopping wherever your fancy takes you;  in fact 
to over sixty towns, villages and local attractions.  Just sit back, enjoy the scenery 
and let the world flow gently by. 

All can be revealed in the Devon C.C. leaflet ôThe Dartmoor Sunday 
Roverõ (available in the P.O.).  This has all the timetables and from that can 
emerge a most enjoyable day out.  To whet your appetite perhaps the following 
may be of interest:   Leaving Exeter railway station, a special train takes you to 
Okehampton through a part of Devon not usually available, passing Crediton and 
Sampford Courteney.  With time on arrival to explore the old station and partake 
of your first coffee or perhaps admire the waiting steam train, which takes 
passengers on to the Meldon Viaduct .  Your double-decker bus awaits to take 
you gently through the byways to Lydford where a short walk through the village, 
past the old castle, brings you to Lydford Gorge.  Plenty of time here to wander at 
will down the gorge and admire the lovely ôWhite Ladyõ waterfall or perhaps have 
some lunch in the National Trust caf® before it is time to return to the bus for a 
gentle journey to Plymouth. 

A five minute walk will bring you to the Quay with its jazz bands, cafes, shops and 
boat trips and a further walk along the promenade takes you to the Hoe with its 
magnificent view across the harbour.  Last time I was on the Hoe a sinister black 
American nuclear submarine slipped past on its way into the naval base.  With 
only three men on its conning tower it was hard to imagine that over two hundred 
persons were cruising past over thirty feet below the surface!  Keep an eye on the 
time in order not to miss the best part of the day, awaiting at the bus station. 

A seat on the top deck of the ôTransmoor Linkõ bus returns you to Exeter through 
the centre of Dartmoor, and what a view awaits you as you pass gently along 
narrow byways with low hanging branches brushing the roof and passing ever-
changing countryside with lovely old cottages, ancient bridges and quiet villages, 
high tors and the moorõs own prison. 

TIMETABLE:   Train departs Exeter Central 09.06, arrives Okehampton 09.51.   
Bus 118 departs 10.25, arrives Lydford War Memorial 10.54.  Bus 86 departs 
14.20, arrives Plymouth bus station 15.40.  Bus 82 (Transmoor Link) departs 
17.25, arrives Exeter 19.55. 

P.S.  Now available for Ã3 for Senior Citizens with a Devonwide Pass available 
free from the Post Office ð thanks to Gordon & Heather 

All tickets are issued on the first train or bus you use. 

ITõS  ALL  THERE  WAITING  FOR  YOU éé. Phil Upperton. 
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REGISTERED CHILD MINDER 
 

Taking children from 6 months plus 

both short and long term 

either full or part time 

Enclosed rear garden 
 

Also available evenings 

as well as weekends 

 
Competitive rates 
 

Contact Karen Munt  

15 Manley Close  

Whimple  
 

Tel 01404 823817 

E-mail - Kdance65@ntlworld.com 

 

S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

DEVON 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

EX14 0QA 

Conversation -  Déjeuner  

en français  
 

Would you like to get on track 

with your French?  
 

Then, why not try to do so in an 

informal friendly way:  

around a French light lunch,  

you will be able to enjoy French 

conversation, bien sûr!  
 

For further information phone 

Florence Fyot -  811530.  

 

 

 

BANFIELDS  
 

Traditionally carved rocking  

Horses & Restoration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 

Devon EX5 2UF 
 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher Slewton 

Whimple 
EX5 2QP Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING  

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW  

 

SEWING SERVICES 
 

 

Repairs & Alterations 

Also friendly private tuition 

 

Molly 
 

Tel: 01404 822158 
West Holme 
London Road 

Rockbeare 
Exeter 

EX5 2DZ 

 

Machine Demonstrator & 

A Member of the Textile Society 
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Green Man Garden Designs are pleased to offer you the following services 
for all your gardening and landscaping requirements. 

Á SUMMERHOUSE & SHED BASES - Quick & clean, low disturbance, 
professional service. 

Á FENCING - any design, any length, replaced. Supplied and erected. 

Á TRELLIS & STRUCTURE WORK - to further enhance your current 
garden or to create innovative focal points. 

Á DECKING & PERGOLA - a warmer more flexible alternative to patios 
and courtyards. 

Á TREE SURGERY & AERIAL CLEARANCE.  

Á HARD LANDSCAPING - Earth movements, topsoil imported & 
sculpted. 

Á HEAVY LABOUR - For all those seriously strenuous jobs. 

Á PATIO SLAB & PATH STEAM CLEANING - Say Goodbye to grime 
and prepare for summer. 

Á SPECIAL PROJECTS - Tree Houses, Forts, Play Areas built to 
individual specifications and requirements. 

Á PLANTING SCHEMES - Tailored to complement the location, taste 
and budget. 

PLEASE CALL AND LEAVE A CONTACT NUMBER ON:  

07929 849412 or 01404 47060 
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Well what good little Villagers we must have been all year for the sun to shine down 
on us like it did all week. 
The week started with the hanging of the Villageôs new bunting. Iôm sure everyone 
will agree that the Village looked well dressed and showed a village with pride in its 
appearance. The Parish Council gave a grant towards the costs of the bunting 
material. A huge thank-you must go to the WI Craft Club (and I believe some of their 
husbands and friends) who took on the awesome task of cutting out 1,700 flags, by 
hand in red white and blue. Zena Calverly deserves a special mention, as armed 
with her industrial sewing machine, she attached all the flags onto the 850 metres of 
binding she so kindly donated. 
The week got off to an energetic start on Sunday with the Cricket Clubôs Social 
Committee running their Family Sports Day. This was enjoyed by both the team 
members and spectators. Camilla and Sarah et al thought up some unusual twists 
on familiar sports, with the BBQ boys supplying some much needed sustenance. 
In the evening Mike and Ali ran their fortnightly Quiz Night for the P.T.F.A. This was 
well attended and enjoyed by all. 
Monday saw the P.T.F.Aôs Beetle Drive which is always popular with all ages.  
On Tuesday the History Societyôs Walking Treasure Hunt took us on a trail to take 
notice of all the interesting things we miss whilst walking around the Village. The 
children were all excited by getting a prize for entering, what a lovely gesture. It was 
a delight to finish in the Heritage Centre and gave people the opportunity to look 
around if they hadnôt already visited the newly finished building. Also the New 
Fountain being a few steps away was obviously appreciated. Adrian Hewitt did an 
impromptu charity BBQ. Paul and Jill donated the food for this. 
So, onto Wednesday and International Worm Charming. This year we had a newly 
appointed International Judge, Rob Camp. He marvelled us with his knowledge of 
worm charming and the tactics behind the sport, although Iôm still confused about 
the merit of polos in charming the worms from the ground!. We had a draw between 
two teams, but this was soon resolved by measuring the worms, with the longest 
worms on aggregate winning. 
Jim Chard turned up with Rosie the Cow as everyone waited to see if they had 
bought the winning grid. We only had to wait for 5 minutes for her to perform and 3 
lucky winners won £10 each. The evening ended with egg throwing (they were out 
of date so food was not wasted) and everyone had a smashing time!!  
Orchard Harmony treated us to a vocal delight as they had done earlier in the year 
at the Musical Quiz Night run in conjunction with Brigid Thompson. On-lookers 
relaxed outside the Thirsty Farmer whilst listening to their varying repertoire. Arthur 
and Beryl Iball ran the darts competition with support from Ollie, this finished on 
Wednesday with the finals. 
Bingo on Thursday was organised by the Young Farmers with Arthur Iball as their 
caller. This was well attended and enjoyed by all. 

VILLAGE WEEK  
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It was finals night for the skittles competition outside the Thirsty Farmer which was 
enjoyed by all ages, and raised much needed funds for the cubs. 
Friday saw the Church opening with the Church Flower Ladiesô beautiful display.  
In the evening the band Beetroot treated us to an evening of music in the Thirsty 
Farmer. 
Village Day started with Stalls in the Square, organised by Teresa Daniels, and the 
temperature starting to rise. John Ball provided the commentary and music throughout 
the morning, while the Church provided morning coffee. 
Sarah and Nick saw a record number of entrants for the fun run with wet sponges being 
thrown at the runners to keep their temperatures down. 
Unfortunately the New Fountain brunch was cancelled due to Jillôs illness and I wish her 
a quick and full recovery. 
The East End of Whimple turned up to the fancy dress parade and after some tough 
decisions for Gordon and Heather the winners of the fancy dress were decided. Sir 
Francis Drake (a.k.a. John Munslow) led the procession to the fete and opened it in 
style. During the afternoon we were treated to many and varied stalls including a Human 
Fruit Machine!, guess the crushed car, our spectacular balloon release, BBQ, a grand 
draw, pony rides and cream teas to name a few.  
The Fete was packed up and the young farmers prepared for  their Village Day Disco 
with some scary bouncers on the door!! 
Sunday started with the Church having an open air service at Woodhayes by kind 
permission of Eddie and Lynda. This started well until we realised there were cattle in 
the car park. Richard Webber, Raymond Burroughs, Jack Ireland and John went over to 
sort it out, and when the sight of the butcher didnôt move them the Volvo came into play. 
The 2

nd
 Food and Drink Festival started, with glorious weather. Lynda, myself, Eddie 

and John hope you  enjoyed the day. 
The OôHanlons supported us again and their beer flew out of the beer tent to the tune of 
908 pints, drinking for charity!!!! . 
The band gave us a superb mellow background, whilst the Young farmers delighted us 
with wellie and sheaf throwing. Having an attractive, blond young lady helping seemed 
to get the men interested, good tactics!! The Ferret racing, Ruth Gray and Raymondôs 
bales entertained the children all afternoon. 
 The Hog roast and teas provided much needed sustenance with some interesting 
displays from village organisations. The lucky winners of the raffle were treated  
to some excellent prizes that were kindly donated. 
The band packed away, the hog roast sold out, the tea ladies finished serving, the 
villagers drifted gradually from the field and another Village Week was over. 
 
Many people have made this Village week possible and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank them all.  
 
I hope you all enjoyed the week                           Vicky Kendrew -Welton  

VILLAGE WEEK  
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BUNTING ï WI Craft Club and Zena Calverly. 
ERECTING BUNTINGðPaul Baxter, John Kendrew-Welton & Andy Batten 
DONATION-Whimple Parish Council £200 towards bunting. 
PROGRAMMESðLouise Garratt, Kevin Thompson and Whimple News 
DAILY SIGNS & NOTICES - Louise Garratt, Dawn Pratt, Jo Hicks & Carol Hart. 
FAMILY SPORTS DAYðCamilla Whitton, Sarah Evans and Cricket social Club 
QUIZ NIGHTðMike and Ali Thirsty Farmer 
BEETLE DRIVEðPTFA Louise Garratt, Brigid Thompson, Vicky Kendrew-Welton, 
Dawn Pratt, Maggie Richards Sue Thompson. 
WALKING TREASURE HUN T- History Society 
WORM CHARMING AND COW PATðRob Camp, John Ball, Michael Mallett, Mr & 
Mrs Burrough, Jim Chard and Rosie the Cow, John &Vicky Kendrew-Welton, New 
Fountain, Thirsty Farmer and Liz Camp for selling grids, Mark Middleton, Brigid 
Thompson, Louise Garratt and Jenny Sanders. 
PERFORMANCE AT THIRSTY FARMERðOrchard Harmony 
FLOWER DISPLAY IN CHURCH -Church flower ladies. 
DARTS PLAYOFFS AND FINALS ---Arthur and Beryl Ibal 
BINGO---YOUNG FARMERS 
SKITTLES PLAYOFFS AND FINALS --John&Vicky Kendrew-Welton, Cliff&Maralyn 
OôDell, Ruth Bucknell & Conrad, Eddie Katz, Mrs Bucknell.. Our Hosts Mike and Ali. 
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE MUSICðThirsty Farmer. 
STALLS IN THE SQUARE ----Teresa Daniels and Victory Hall Committee 
MORNING COFFEEðThe Church 
FUN RUN----Sarah and Nick Evans, Marshals, Whimple Stores for refreshments 
PA SYSTEM ALL SATURDAY ----John Ball 
FANCY DRESS----Camilla Whitton  
FANCY DRESS JUDGESðGordon & Heather Owen 
BALLOONS ----Jayne Humphreys organised and co-ordinated the whole event. Bob 
and Gale Fearn much needed help and support on the day. The New Fountain Inn, 
Maurice Lloyd, and parents/governors sold tickets. 
WHISKY DRAW -Fiona Clark  
PLANT STALL - Mr and Mrs Clair 
PONY RIDES- David Withers and helpers. 
BOB & YVONNE ROBERTS - donation towards fete in their absence. 
STEVENS AND SCOWN - Donation from Rob Camp for Saturday raffle. 
CREALY - donation towards raffle on Saturday. 
B&Q - Donation of Poppy playhouse  
LASHBROOKE - Donation towards BBQ 
KWIK SAVE  - donation of tombola prizes, and free hire of bouncy castle. 

FOOD & DRINK FESTIVAL;  
ORGANISERS;  Lynda Katz, Vicky Kendrew-Welton, Eddie Katz, John Kendrew-
Welton. 
THANK-YOU FOR DONATIONS FROM; John & Liz OôHanlon-OôHanlons Brewery, 
Paul Parnell-Jack in The Green, The Black Horse, Mark Middleton-AEP Honiton, 
Michael Caines, GA Wedderburns Ltd, Mr H.E.Dickinson, Eddie and Lynda Katz, 
O.J.Williams, A Plant Hire,Ms L.Stone, International Swimming School, SDV UK 
Ltd ,Walsh Freight Ltd, Combined Linen Services. 
HELPERS-Bar ; Bob, Sarah, Chantell, Bernie and Martin, and visiting helpers. 
Raffle ; Ann Daniels & Gail Fearn. 

The PTFA would like to thank the following people for donating, sponsoring, helping or making Village Week special; 
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Help on the day;  Liz & Rachael Lambert, May Kendrew-Welton, Meg OôHanlon& 
Marie Batten. John & Liz OôHanlon. And visiting helpers. 
Electrics - Julian Wilson. 
General Background Help-Alex & Shelly Spry, Ticketty Boo, Andy, Mark & Julie, 
Donald & Liz, Kevin,  Tom, Ann, Shamus, Louise, Frank, Dennis, Nicola, Wendy, 
Thanks to; Mrs Northcott for electricity overnight. Mr & Mrs Burrough for preparing 
the fields and letting the children ruin the bales. Paul Mallet for lending us the bar. 
Jayne Humphreys, Rob Palmer and Pinky&Pikey for the ferret racing. Noel and 
Gordon Podbury  for ferret pipes. 

P.T.F.A. COMMITTEE-Organising week help support and donations from;  

Vicky Kendrew -Welton; Chairman 
Louise Garratt;  Vice Chairman; Running BBQ and stalls, literature, general support 
of committee and the week  
Dave Garratt  BBQ. 
Brigid Thompson;  Treasurer; organising stalls, organising funds, road closure, 
general  support of committee and the week.  
Kevin Thompson Road closure and general support 
Maggie Richard s;; Treasurer; organising stalls, organising funds, general support of  
committee and the week 
Dawn Pratt ; Secretary; Organising stalls, literature, general support of committee and  
the week 
Mandy Fielding ; Secretary; Organising stalls , literature, general support of 
committee. 
Liz  Camp;  Our  raffle diva, home produce & other stalls, general support of 
committee  and the week.  
Rob Camp -Raffle & general support 
Joan & Steve Bellamy;  Bric a brac Card game and general help. 
Sarah Evans, Camilla Whitton; Organising stalls, general support of committee and 
week. 
Carol Hart, Juliet Barry ; Cream teas and general support of committee and the week 
Jenny Sanders, Jo Hicks, Nicola Wellesley, Rebecca Dominey  ; Class 1 reps; 
running stalls, general support of the committee and the week. 
Debbie,Pete, Louise and Jo Rudduck; Organising and running stall. 
Sue Wilson; Organising Home produce stall. 
John Kendrew -Welton - Organising and running stall and general support of week 
Cathy Williams and Becky Webber ; Organising and running dance mat game. 
School Teachers; Tombola. 
May Kendrew -Welton - Running stall. 
Brigid, Becky & Elly Thompson. Merril & Paddy Delany ; Human Fruit Machine. 
Special mention to; Derrick Richards, Adrian Hewitt, Teresa Daniels, Kate Board,  
All the helpers on stalls during Saturday, help during the week and donations for the 
fete. 
Devon and Cornwall Constabulary Ally Cruwys and Santos the dog 
 

A HUGE THANK -YOU TO EVERYONE ATTENDING AND SUPPORTING ALL 
EVENTS.  WITHOUT YOU  IT WOULDNôT BE ANY FUN.  ALSO WE COULD NOT 
RAISE FUNDS FOR THE CHARITIES THAT BENEFIT DURING VILLAGE WEEK . 

Vicky Kendrew -Welton  

The PTFA would like to thank the following people for donating, sponsoring, helping or making Village Week special; 



30 

 

 

VILLAGE WEEK 2003  


