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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287 

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
——— 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily 

alongside traditional ‘Farmers Favourites’ 

———a 

Great Selection of fine Wines 

——— 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

Book Now for Valentines 
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WHAT‘S ON IN WHIMPLE 
 
February 
11th Tennis Club AGM (Details page 17). 
15th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall Committee Room, 7.00pm. 
18th Panto ‗Little Red Riding Hood‘, Victory Hall 7.30pm. See advert for details. 
19th Panto ‗Little Red Riding Hood‘, Victory Hall 7.30pm. 
20th Panto ‗Little Red Riding Hood‘, Victory Hall New matinee performance 

2.30pm.  
20th Panto ‗Little Red Riding Hood‘, Victory Hall 7.30pm.  
27th WOW collection, Parish car park, 10.00 -11.00 am. 
27th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon - 1.30pm. 
27th Easter Egg Hunt 2.00pm (See posters for details). 

March 
  4th WOW meeting – ‗Hillcroft‘, 8.00pm. 
15th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall Committee Room, 7.00pm. 
19th Scout Jumble Sale collections. 
20th Scout Jumble Sale, 2.00pm Scout Hut (Details on page 12). 
27th WOW collection, Parish car park, 10.00 - 11.00 am. 
27th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon - 1.30pm. 

April 
19th Annual Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall Committee Room, 7.00pm. 

May 
  1st Village Tidy Day 10.00am The Square. 
  8th VPA Spring Coffee morning and Plant Sale, Victory Hall, 10.00am. 
24th Annual General Meeting and Re-election of members, Parish Council, 

Victory Hall Committee Room, 7.00pm. 
June 
 21st Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall Committee Room, 7.00pm. 

July 
19th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall Committee Room, 7.00pm. 

August 
14th VPA Annual Flower Show, Victory Hall. 

September 
11th Ade Edmondson and the Bad Shepherds at the Cricket Club (See page 49). 
20th  Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall Committee Room, 7.00pm. 

 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availability 
of venues and when booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food 

Pop in and say Hello 
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch - Daily Specials 

Bar Menu and Snacks 

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening 
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Ed the Ed 
And now we are in 2010, and hurtling through January at a rate of knots – we 
have celebrated Joy Little‘s 100th birthday (see the article later), enjoyed the 
carols on Christmas Eve, loved or hated the recent snow, and most recently, 
Wassailed our way round the village. What more could a village ask for…. and the 
answer, gentle reader, is that annual pinnacle of excitement, the pantomime. I 
continue to attend rehearsals, but as you know, when one is a professional, there 
is no need for such diversions. I go only to share my expertise and skills with the 
rest of the cast, as they struggle to reach the lofty heights of my dramatic 
prowess.  And this year they have pleaded with me to sing.  

Whilst on the topic of pantomimes, the current Mrs H and I braved the recent 
frozen conditions to walk to Talaton in order to buy tickets for their pantomime. 
It was a lovely walk with some faint sun, no breeze, and some beautiful views 
across the countryside. We were amused to see two small lambs in a field, 
wearing red plastic bags as jackets, we guess to either keep them warm or help 
to find them easily in the snow! 

Well done to Emma Palmer and her team of dedicated musicians for the carols 
on Christmas Eve – we had a church full and it was great to see the village all 
supporting the event. For me, that is the start of Christmas and is always very 
enjoyable.  

Thank you to the brave souls who Wassailed this year (see the later article) – I 
was delighted to see Phil Beer of ‗Show of Hands‘ playing along with all the other 
musicians in our cricket club. When I asked another musician why Phil would 
want to join us at Wassail, he explained that many of them are so busy doing gigs 
that they have few opportunities to have an informal session together, and have 
some fun - and this is how they see the Wassail session, which is great for us! 

Well done to Wasters of Whimple for an excellent evening at the Victory Hall 
when they showed ‗Age of Stupid‘ followed by a Question and Answer session 
with Richard Betts and Phil Dominy. Well done again to Jenny and Alison for 
their great energy and enthusiasm for constantly reminding us of what we can all 
do to help the environment.  

And thanks to John and Jan Discombe, and their team for all the hard work that 
they put into the New Year‘s Eve mulled wine service, which was great.  

Ed H 
 

CUT-OFF DATE FOR THE APRIL/MAY EDITION OF THE WHIMPLE NEWS 
 

Please either e-mail your contribution direct to Bob at 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or leave it at the Post Office with Jim and Alison, 
BY MONDAY 15th  MARCH. 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE 

For Sale - pre-owned caravans 

and caravans sold on owners behalf. 

Caravans also bought and sold. 

01404 822116 

or 

07985 179399 

London Road, Whimple 

  

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS 

 

 01392 433 433 

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS, 

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS 
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News from Whimple Post Office  

The Postmen have asked us to pass on their thanks to all of you who arranged to 
call in for the mail during the snowy spell. Some roads were really dangerous 
and the post vans were not able to cope with the conditions. They had a lot of 
mail that week so that even when the weather did improve they had quite a 
backlog. Thank you for your patience during this time. We were pleasantly 
surprised to find that our milk and papers were on the door step as usual that 
morning, well done Yarty Dairies and Marion. We had many 'new' customers 
that day and the milk had sold out by 10.00am, quickly followed by the papers. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas seems such a long time ago now but we would like to thank you for 
your support this year. You keep us busy which in turn helps the Post Office to 
remain here in Whimple. Some smaller P.O's we know are still closing where 
they can't be made to pay. We hope to keep going for some time yet !!!! 

Remember that many bills can still be paid here at your P.O. Including Council 
Tax, BT phone , Electric  and water bills. Every single transaction helps. 

Good interest rates are being offered on the most recent Growth Bond (issue 
11). Pick up a leaflet for further details. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Easter is on its way and here are the opening times for the P.O. during this 
period. 

2nd April -  Good Friday -    Closed 
3rd April  - Saturday -     Open as usual 
5th April  -  Bank Holiday Monday - Closed. 

Benefits payable on these dates will be paid into accounts on the previous 
working day i.e benefits due on Monday will be available on Thursday. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We both will be participating in this years 'Walk the Wight' sponsored walk 
which will take place in May. This year Ruby will be old enough to come along 
and nearer the time we will be looking for sponsorship for her. We hope that she 
will be able to raise a good deal of money for the Earl Mountbatten Hospice. 

Thanking you for your continued support. 

Jim and Alison Creasy. 
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

We have literally skidded and slipped into a New Year, our lovely Square was 
like an ice rink with kind postman Paul advising me not to venture out, very 
wise indeed. I remember vividly standing in The Square on the first of January 
2000 by the Church wall where a new plaque and text written by a young girl 
encouraged all of us to be kinder and take more care of our environment. I am 
asking myself if we have fulfilled that promise and what has become of that 
young girl full of idealism and hope. For me personally, the decade just gone 
has been a happy one living in this village. My family and friends, thoughtful, 
kind and caring. My ninetieth celebrations so amazing. I can honestly say that 
my heart is full of gratitude. 

I remember the wonderfully magic winters of my childhood in our village in 
the Swiss Alps high above the Rhone Valley. One of winter‘s simple delights 
was to go for an invigorating walk. When we said we were feeling cold our 
wise and loving father used to say we had two choices, to put an extra 
pullover on and busy ourselves, read a book by the fire or even better go out 
for a walk. When I found the following poem by John Clare it illustrated so well 
that feeling of simple joy. 

And O it is delicious, when the day 
In winter‘s loaded garment keenly blows  

And turns her back on sudden falling snows 
To go where gravel pathways creep between 
Arches of evergreen that scarce let through 

A single feather of the driving storm; 
And in the bitterest day that ever blew 

The walk will find some places still and warm 
Where dead leaves rustle sweet and give alarm 

To little birds that flirt and start away 

However, when the Whimple News reaches you it will be February going into 
March and the sight of the first snowdrops will be another simple delight to 
behold. Primrose and violets, birds flitting around in the Square race each 
other in a dance of joy and new life. 

Your garden is like a looking glass 
In which as you expect 

The splendid virtues you possess 
Are suitably reflected 

Your patience, acumen and toil 
Are mirrored in your garden soil 
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But gardens like a looking glass 
Reveal in their reflections  

(As comments of a candid friend) 
Those minor imperfections 

Which all too surely you can trace 
Behind your garden‘s smiling face 

I find now that those imperfections matter less as long as I can sit in the peaceful, 
green and tranquil surroundings admiring how Jack and I created this little 
paradise on earth. In January 1982 we drove slowly through Whimple when we 
noticed a board ‗For Sale‘. We stopped in The Square, looked around a rather 
grey and not too well looked after house called The Old Manse. We were really 
interested to know whether there was a decent garden and went on a tour of 
discovery up the church steps into the churchyard and sitting on the wall found 
that the garden was a very good size. Back in the car we drove off to Ottery St 
Mary to the selling agent, took all the details then went home to our smallholding 
in Aylesbeare and decided to make an appointment to view the property. 
Strangely enough only one half of the house was lived in and the most beautiful 
rooms were filled with bits and pieces. We could see the possibilities of restoring 
that elegant Manse to its former beauty. We made an offer which was accepted 
and after selling our beloved Huntisbeare, moved into the Old Manse in March 
having the whole house full of builders, no central heating, only a small Rayburn 
in the kitchen. That is when my late fathers advice came in handy – put on an 
extra pullover. We had moved with two Dalmatians and two farm cats. O the joy 
of going for walks and meeting the friendly village people. Our first visitor, the 
Rector the Reverend Harold Tucker, was a real country parson, that is when we 
really felt we had made the right choice. 

I often think how nice to be 
An extra special VIP 

But wealth and fame have passed me by 
I am not sure of how and why 

Should greatness come at last maybe 
I prefer to be simply me 

SINCERE THANKS 
I would like to say a big ‗thank you‘ to all friends, neighbours and 
acquaintances who popped in to see me during my unexpected stay in 
Ottery Hospital. The time simply flew by. Thank you also for the many 
kind offers of help since I arrived home. I truly am very grateful to 
everyone and I wish you all a very happy 2010, though it will seem 
rather belated by the time you receive it.  

Sheila Coles 
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TAYLOR MADE DRIVING 
 

Beginners 

Pass plus 

Pre 17 lessons 

Refresher lessons 
 Diamond advanced driving 

Motorway driving 

****** 
Theory & Hazard Perception Tuition 

****** 

Male & Female instructors 

High 1st time pass rate 

****** 

Patient, Friendly & Fun Tuition 

****** 

A local independent driving school 
teaching local people to 

 

“DRIVE FOR LIFE” 
 

CALL FREE 0800 652 66 69 

Andrew & Jill Taylor 
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Feeling stressed?     

Can’t relax? 
 

Reflexology                                                                                

may help you. 
 

For more information              

call Ali Thomas on                 

823797 or 07812-575028.       
 

 BSc.   ITEC   MAR   MCThA 
 

Gift Vouchers available 

 

1st WHIMPLE SCOUTS  

MAMMOTH JUMBLE SALE 

at the Scout Hut, Saturday 20th March 2010 

Doors open at 2.00p.m., Auction starts 3.30 p.m. 

 Items for the Jumble Sale will be collected on Friday 19th March - 

please leave items out , ready and labelled, by 10.00 am 

Bulky items can be collected prior to this date by phoning 

Alex on 01404 822844  

or on 077927 12121. 

 Thank you! 
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JOY LITTLE – 100 not out! 
 

The current Mrs H and I were delighted and honoured to be invited to Joy 
Little‘s birthday party on 21 December, when she reached the grand age of 100, 
a tremendous achievement. It was held at the Country House Hotel, and about 
100 relatives and friends attended and shared in Joy‘s celebrations. It was great 
to see so many people who love and hold Joy in such high esteem and respect, 
taking time out to enjoy her company on such a special day.  

You may be able to see from the photos what a great afternoon we all had – lots 
of chatter, good food and wine on a wet December afternoon.  

On behalf of the Whimple News team,  we wish Joy every happiness on the 21st 
December 2009… and here‘s to a few more!! 

Ed H 

I would like to thank everyone who 
sent good wishes and cards for my 
100th birthday in December.  I 
received 130 cards in total and was 
very touched by everyone's 
kindness.  I had a really wonderful 
day. 

Thank you all. 

 Joy Little  
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―Thank you‖ from Jo 
 

I want to say how thrilled and surprised I was with my wonderful ‗send off‘ 
from Whimple Pre-school Playgroup. 

The fountain pen from the staff and the designer watch and beautiful garden 
rose (called Nostalgia) from the families, are such lovely presents and I wanted 
to thank everyone who contributed and signed all the cards. Your kind words 
mean so much to me. Thank you. 

Tanya made a lovely speech in the evening on behalf of all the staff; Janet, 
Lindsey and Jackie. You‘re a great team and I shall miss working with you all!  

Then, out of the blue, Clive and my gorgeous children arrived, followed by 
some very sneaky parents!!  What a lovely surprise and Mandy gave such a 
wonderful speech on behalf of the children and parents and presented me 
with my watch!  It truly was a very special and emotional day and one I shall 
never forget! Thank you.  

Playgroup has been such an important part of my life for so long. It has been 
my best ever job! Thank you for entrusting your children to me and my team.  
I‘m not sure how it is going to feel not being a part of it! 

Not everyone may be aware of how our Playgroup runs.  It is a charitable 
organisation run by a voluntary committee of parents which changes as 
children come and go.  Whilst we are supported by government funding, we 
rely heavily on fundraising events to buy the children the ‗extras‘.  We have 
had so many supportive and dedicated committee members over the years 
and terrific ‗Chairs‘ to organise us all.  You all know who you are - unsung 
heroes - thank you for all your guidance and support. 

Finally, my very best wishes go to Tanya, your new Senior Play Leader.  I wish 
you lots of luck in your new role. I know you and your team of staff, old and 
new, will continue to provide a wonderful environment for the children. 

‗ Look at life through the eyes of them‘ 

Love to you all, especially all the little people, always, Jo xxx   

I would like to thank everyone involved in making the Over 
65's Christmas party such a success. We received so many generous 
donations from village organisations and individuals that we are now 
assured of our next party in 2010.  So many people helped beforehand 
and  on the day, either preparing food, decorating the hall, laying up 
tables, serving guests and washing up, it made for a very happy and 
relaxed event.  I shall probably be nagging you all again later this year, 
thank you all.   Ann Bowden. 
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West One  Hair Design 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen 
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill, 

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 or 

Call in for free Consultation. 

 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
L’Oreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

 

 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 

Where your animal’s health is our top priority 
 

 Consultations by appointment 

We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 
 

 For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call the surgery on 

 01404 823230 
 

 Surgery Hours:  

Monday and Wednesday 5.00pm – 7.00pm 

Tuesday and Thursday  8.45am – 9.45am & 3.30pm – 5.45pm 

Friday 3.30pm – 5.45pm 

Saturdays 10.30am – 12.00 noon 

All afternoons will be staffed by a Receptionist from 2.30pm 
  

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 
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We are pleased to let you know that in 
2009 we were placed in the top 10 of 
the Large Village category (Devon-wide), 
scoring 90+ points. Dunsford came first 
with Stoke Gabriel runners up. 

In addition, we were the highest placed 
large village in East Devon and by way of 
recognition were awarded the Baker 
Cup by EDDC. The very impressive 
Baker Cup, which is annually engraved 
with the name of the winning village, will 
be available to view at various events 
and venues throughout the coming year. 
Look out for it, we should all be very 
proud. 

Other successes in East Devon came 
from Dalwood, who won the Small 
Village category and were awarded the 
Glanvill cup, East Budleigh with Bicton 
as the Devon-wide Past Winner and 
Talaton who were the New Entry 
Winners. Both received certificates.  

Congratulations to Everyone 

BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 

RESULTS FOR 2009 
 

The Best Kept Village is a country wide competition which has been running for 
over 35 years in Devon and is run by the Campaign to Protect Rural England. 

Whimple first entered the competition in 2008 when we were runners up in the 
New Entry category.  

 

Adrian Williams, Mike 
Ellingham and Sue Ayres 
receiving The Baker Cup 
from Cllr Graham Liverton, 
Chairman of EDDC 

YOU WILL BE THRILLED TO HEAR THAT WE ARE GOING TO DO IT AGAIN! 

The competition is a community based event and everyone can do their bit by 
keeping gardens tidy and streets, bus shelters and other public spaces free of 
litter.  
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To help get things started a ―Village Tidy Day‖ will be held on Saturday 1st 
May, 10am in The Square.  

To inspire you, here are some of the remarks made by the judges – full script is 
posted on the Parish Council notice board. 

―Our visit to Whimple was a real pleasure. With the help of a very clear map 
we wandered around the village and were impressed by the care which had 
been taken to keep it in good condition‖. 

Praise was given to the excellent condition of the parish field and footpaths and 
also to the general neatness and tidiness of the churchyard, cemetery, car park, 
railway station, Victory Hall, allotments, pubs, school playground and private 
gardens. 

The report finished by saying: 

―We found evidence of care of the environment and community pride in the 
village. From the notice boards, the magazines of both village and United 
Benefice, and also the village website we found that there is a lot going on and 
think that Whimple must be a good place to live‖. 

And finally to finish - a big thank you to everyone who regularly gave their time, 
especially to the VPA who tend forgotten areas in the village, The Young 
Farmers for tidying and clearing and to all the known and un-known helpers 
and tidyer's. 

Many thanks, Whimple Parish Council 

Whimple Tennis Club 
 

EDUCATION, EXERCISE AND ENTERTAINMENT  
It‘s all happening at THE Club!  

AGM and supper at 

Willowbrook House, Knowle Cross Road  

Thursday 11th February 2010 at 7.30pm 

A great chance to contribute to the club‘s 2010/11 
agenda, meet members and enjoy a chilli supper. 

We will be discussing the tennis court itself, the junior 
coaching programme and diary dates for the year. 

The club requires a figurehead.  Are you the next 
Chairman/Chairwoman? 

(main duty is chairing the AGM) 

Information:  Judith Imbo, tel. 823240 
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MORE ON SOUTH WEST TRAINS 
 

Following on from Jane Hughes‘ article in the last edition, has anyone out there 
found out what South West Trains are playing at?  It is bad enough that the new 
timetable has forced workers to drive on icy roads to an overcrowded city with 
poor parking facilities, but it has also stranded college students and 
schoolchildren, unable to get home until an hour after their classes finished.  And 
what about shoppers who used to have several trains to choose from to get back 
in the afternoon?  Now, if they miss one, there is a 2 hour wait.  Some people also 
want to get to Axminster and Honiton and back in a reasonable time, but NO!  
And forget travelling between Whimple and Pinhoe: that is now virtually 
impossible.  It would appear that SW Trains think that because we live in a village, 
we can only have a clodhopper service. 

You might have seen the ―explanation‖ the company have so far produced.  They 
claim that they must NOW ensure the ―pathway‖ (i.e. a platform at St Davids) to 
allow trains to stop at Cranbrook .  Leaving aside any rational consideration of 
when the first sod is going to be turned at Cranbrook, this excuse is bizarre: St 
Davids has plenty of platforms and SW Trains never have any problems when 
they run a shuttle service up and down in an emergency.  Surely they can manage 
to accommodate one train in each direction each hour without a collision? 

I have tried – and failed so far – to find out if there was ANY consultation at all 
with local representatives before the timetable was implemented.  If Devon 
County Council had been consulted, surely someone would have spoken up on 
behalf of the students, let alone the workers?  What is the point of an hourly 
service if it is only to serve Honiton and Axminster ?   

We need to take action.  The people of Tisbury were similarly treated a few years 
ago, but they fought back and now enjoy an hourly service in each direction.  I 
have been advised that the first step is for everyone to write a complaint to South 
West Trains.  Apparently, a petition is only counted as ONE complaint, so it is 
down to every one of us to let SW Trains know that we don‘t just choose to use 
their service, but we rely on it!  If you haven‘t already done so, tell them just how 
YOU are losing out through their actions. 

PLEASE write to: Customer Relations, South West Trains, Overline House, 
SOUTHAMPTON SO15 IGW.  Email  customerrelations@swtrains.co.uk 

While we are about it, what are our elected representatives doing?  The County 
Council happily fought for the hourly service,  and for a station at Cranbrook, so 
they should be fighting now for a real hourly service, not one that ends at 
Honiton.  And they should be fighting for the real people who live in Feniton, 
Whimple and Pinhoe, not the virtual people of Cranbrook.  It‘s General Election 
Year (I know – groan!)  What will our MP and the hopeful other candidates do 
about it?  They are all meant to be there to help us.  It is up to us to ask them to 
take some action on our behalf too.           Marion Gammell 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 
Whimple Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

Tel: 07749 715187  

 

Tom Vanneck 
 

Furniture Restorer 

& 

French Polisher 
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502 

Mob. 07812810846 

 
 

At your service 
01404 81 55 44 (office) 

07891 72 55 36 (mobile) 
Gavin France, 8 Shutes Mead 

Ottery St May EX11 1EE 

Heritage 

Private Hire 
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Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted 

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following 
 

Records. CD’s, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music 

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 

Rock - Pop - 50’s - 60’s - 70’s - Punk - 80’s 
 

John W Griffiths 

Phone: 01404 823480 

Mobile: 07836 369740 

Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 

 

The December meeting was our Christmas party and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by members.   There was a quiz to start the evening  - there was 
plenty of chat whilst trying not to give away the answers to the opposing 
teams. The 'Bring and Share' supper produced a superb selection of food, 
and plenty of it. Maureen Watkins gave a demonstration of flower 
arrangements for Christmas and Lis Roberts showed us how to make a 
gingerbread house.  

Unfortunately the January meeting had to be cancelled due to the wintry 
weather forecast for the evening, but the coming year's programme 
promises the usual wide variety of topics.  

Members are looking forward to the New Year Meal in 
February and 2010 sees the celebration of the 90th anniversary 
of Whimple Women's Institute. 

We continue to welcome new members and if you would like 
to know more about the WI just ring Ann Bowden (823450). 
Rosemarie Burrows 

Whimple Womens Institute 
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D C CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
  

  

 KITCHENS   ( Design, supply & installation ) 

 BUILT IN WARDROBES   ( Hand-made to order ) 

 DECKING   ( Many years experience, homes, schools, hotels) 

 GENERAL CARPENTRY  ( Doors, windows, loft conversions) 

 HAND MADE FURNITURE   ( Benches, tables, chairs ) 

 OAK JOINERY SPECIALIST  ( Kitchens, wardrobes, doors) 

 GARDEN   ( Summer houses, log cabins, sheds ) 

 SMOKING SHELTERS  ( New design for the smoking ban ) 

 DRIVEWAY GATES  ( Made to order and installed ) 
 

HONEST, FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE  - COMPETITIVE RATES 
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL - 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE – QUALIFIED 

TRADESMEN 
 

 www.dcdecking.com     email: dcdecking@aol.com 
TEL: 01404 822126    Mobile:  07980 889968 
 

 
For all your daily requirements  

of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE  

ORGANIC, SOYA & GOATS MILK 

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

also 

BIRD FOOD REQUIREMENTS AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Delivered to your door 

SPIT ROAST SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Please contact 

VICTOR & MARIAN DANIEL 

Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

01404 822458  
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OUR ‗ORRIBLE SOCIETY  
 

The first Sunday of the New Year dawned frosty & sunny, a perfect day for an 
early morning walk before breakfast, and how nice to be able to walk around a 
village where the vast majority of dog owners now clear up after their pet, its so 
much nicer being able to walk around with eyes not having to look down on 
the ground. Coming to the end of my walk I started to cross the children's 
playground at the bottom of Elizabeth Close and was dismayed to see lying in 
the grass 20 empty alcohol bottles, from small beer bottles to 1.5L wine bottles 
& spirit bottles. If any of these bottles were to be broken and a child had fallen 
on the glass they would have been scarred for life.  

This is not the first time that I have picked up glass bottles in the playground 
after people have had a drinking party. The playground belongs to the Parish 
and so perhaps the Parish Council & Parishioners might like to consider the 
following steps to deter this happening again. The attraction is the shelter, and 
so the obvious solution is to remove it, but that is very drastic and would be a 
last resort. The gates could be locked at 8 p.m. but this may need the 
appointment of a warden who may wish to be paid. 

Perhaps the first step could be co-operation between the residents bordering 
the park and our community police officer, Jim Tyrell. Jim is aware that there is 
an underage drink problem in the park, but has never managed to visit the park 
at the right time. If the residents could ring the Police when they are aware of a 
problem in the park the Police might be more successful. My main concern is 
the safe disposal of the glass bottles, although under age drinking does need to 
be discouraged by the responsible adults in our society. 

John Ball 

 

Easter Egg Hunt  
2pm March 27th   

 ‘Ready Steady Go……’ 
Look out for signs & posters for location 
All proceeds to Whimple Primary School 

Bring your own  basket /hand made container  
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Whimple Pre-school and Playgroup 

    ‗Is there something on my head?‘              Don‘t worry it‘s not a real sheep‘         ‗Ho Ho Ho - Guess the santa? 

 

It has been a great end of term with a visit from the ‗Really Wild Show‘, hence the 
Lizard (or blue tongued skink to be exact) on Beano‘s head, a humorous Nativity 
with some cracking one liners from our ‗Joseph‘ alias Jonnie and a visit from Santa 
(thanks Jim, you were brilliant). 

There were also a few tears (or torrents to be precise) as we said our goodbyes to 
Jo Westney. Please read her words of thanks in the Whimple News. 

Whimple Pre-school really is a special place. To all those parents with toddlers in 
Whimple or the surrounding villages who may be looking into pre-school for their 
children, I would encourage you to consider us.  

Come along and pick up an application form or give us a call. It is never too early 
to apply and it helps us with future planning for both the Pre-school and Whimple 
Primary School.  

4 great reasons to choose Whimple Pre-school:  
 

GREAT  STAFF - they  are caring and supportive  

GREAT  CHILDREN - all the children are from the local area, giving them the 
opportunity to develop friendships which will follow 
through to primary school. 

GREAT   FUN - building, painting , splashing , play-doughing (is that a 
word ?), sports days, summer fairs,….…… . 

GREAT  LINKS - to  Whimple Primary School which makes the transition to 
reception class so much easier.   

Contact Number- Whimple Pre-school ( mornings )  07794 652549 or Sam Walker 
01404 822649 
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ARK POTTERY 
STUDIO, SHOP & GALLERY 

 

Wide choice of affordable  

pottery direct from the potters, all 

designed and made on site. Also 

sculptures, pictures and cards. 

 

ENTRANCE & PARKING FREE 

 

 Have a go on the wheel! 

 Pottery Parties 

 Commissions 

 Baby Foot Impressions 
 

Find us just off the Ottery/Sidmouth 

Road at Wiggaton (Follow the brown 

tourist signs from Ottery.) 

OPEN DAILY 10 am- 5 pm 

Tel. 01404 812628 
 

email:ark.pottery@mypostoffice.co.uk 

 
Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 

“All your chimney needs” 
 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 

registered Company 
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Update on Whimple plans 
 

We are planning to extend the surgery at Whimple to 
provide two additional consulting rooms for the 
doctors and nurses plus a kitchen, utility room and 
staff toilet. 

An outline of the plans can be viewed in the village 
hall and in the display cabinet at the entrance to the car park. 

The builder for the project will be agreed in the next two weeks and the builders 
will aim to arrive on site by the end of February, to start work at the beginning of 
March. The construction work is expected to last sixteen weeks and be 
completed by early July.  

During the first eight weeks surgeries will continue to run as normal while the 
external work takes place. For June and July the surgery will be closed to allow 
the builders to knock through and complete the work. 

We apologise to all our patients for any inconvenience during this time.  Please 
contact the receptionists or your doctor if you have any particular difficulty in 
getting to Ottery for an appointment over the next few months. 

 Mrs Anne Maher, Practice Manager, Coleridge Medical Centre Tel: 814447 
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         Solar Heating Made Simple 

 
     
 

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS FOR ADVICE CALL: 

Tel: 01404 823880 or Mobile: 07906 255326 
Email: info@solarsimplicity.co.uk  Website: www.solarsimplicity.co.uk 

 

· Generate Up To 70% Hot Water free 

· Reduce Carbon Emissions And Climate Change 

· Government Grant Available  

· South West Generates Highest Solar Radiation In UK 

· Installation Adds Value To Your Home 

· Free Suitability survey by BPEC installer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with L’Oreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 

Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 

            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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We have an unsung hero in the village - I had so many phone calls to say that 
our milk delivery was as good as ever, despite the recent snow, and Marian 
came to deliver to me as usual with her catching smile and cheerful hello.  
I felt immensely grateful and feel that many would agree with me. 

Well done Marian. 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

 

WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT 
VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 

. 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on 19th January 2010 and a packed 
Committee Room at the Victory Hall heard the reports on yet another very 
active year for the VPA. Sadly the year had started with the death of our 
Honorary President Frances Pratt, but we were well aware that she was 
undoubtedly watching over us throughout the year to make sure we did 
everything correctly! Fortunately the principal officers on the Committee have 
not changed so that will be helpful in running the various events that are 
planned for the coming year. 

The first event this year will be a talk by Kieran Bewes in April. Full details will be 
posted nearer the date so look out for the posters. He will be giving a 
demonstration on Hanging Baskets and will also be talking about Containers and 
Bedding Plants. 

Our annual Spring Coffee morning and Plant Sale will be on Saturday 8 May 
2010 in the Village Hall starting at 10.00. Hopefully, with as many plants as last 
year, there will be plenty for everybody. The Annual Flower Show will be on 
Saturday 14th August 2010, again in the Village Hall. We will shortly be looking 
at the schedules so we can get the necessary information on the various classes 
out to you for those that need time to prepare. Hopefully for those entering the 
Flower and Vegetable classes, there will be more helpful growing conditions 
than we have experienced in the last couple of years. 

We are also looking to hold an Open Gardens Day this year and although we 
have a few gardens offered up for people to look at we would welcome some 
more. So if you have a garden that is of interest, or just a little bit different and 
don‘t mind others looking over it, then we would love to hear from you. More 
details on this in the next edition. 

As mentioned in the last edition of the News, we are going to run a Village 
Challenge this year. Andy Bratt has written a separate article on this which is 
included in this edition of the News.  

So make a note of these dates and events and we look forward to seeing you at 
some, if not all, of them. 

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 
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Hear ye!   Hear ye! 
 

Whimple VPA Scarecrow Challenge 
 

We should like to invite as many village organisations as we can 
to enter a brand new competition! The challenge is to create a 
lifesize scarecrow figure that is designed to reflect some or all of 
the activities of your organisation. This can be done through 
such features of the scarecrow as the activity it is engaged in; 
the clothes it is wearing; or anything else you can think of. 

The primary purpose of the challenge is that it should be fun and bring a few 
smiles to participants and onlookers alike! However we hope it may also be an 
opportunity for your organisation to publicise itself (perhaps highlighting 
something you get up to that may not be all that well known?). If the idea took off 
it may even become a way of raising the profile of Whimple and bringing 
sightseers into the village. For instance, last year one of our members visited the 
village depicted on the following website:-  

http://www.rennington.flyer.co.uk/Scarecrows.htm  

There will be no entry fee required. 

In recognition of their efforts the winning organisation will win a trophy to be held 
for one year which they can display at their HQ, or at their events – indeed 
anywhere that its display will incite jealousy and chagrin amongst fellow 
competitors! 

We don‘t want to issue a complicated and restrictive set of rules, but it is 
suggested that the following guidelines would need to be observed:- 

You let us know if you are preparing a scarecrow so that we can reserve 
space for it. Also if it looks like there will be more entries than anticipated 
we might need to look into dividing entries up into more than one class. 
Therefore notification of ―intention to build‖ would be required by 1st 
July. If you think your organisation might like to have a go please let 
Adrian Williams, our Chairman on 822430, know by then.  

Your scarecrow is approximately life size but may have equipment etc 
associated with it. So that there is space for plenty of scarecrows lets say 
the area of ground covered by anyone shouldn‘t exceed one metre 
square. 

It needs to be weatherproof and capable of standing outside by means of 
a single spike that can go into a hole in the ground that isn‘t much 
deeper than 40cm, or exceeding 5cm circumference. (This restriction is 
to limit damage to the grass area at the front of the Hall). No permanent 
material (such as concrete!) may be poured into the hole. 
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Scarecrows need to be in place outside the hall by 10a.m. on the 
morning of the Flower Show – Sat. 14th August 2010 – and to remain in 
place until 5.00pm of the same day. 

We encourage organisations to display their scarecrows for up to one 
week before the Show in a prominent position of their choice within the 
Village. However you will need to be responsible for choice of that site 
and scarecrow security. Also be aware of what you can and can‘t put by 
the roadsides. Sites such as front gardens or business premises (with the 
owners approval obviously!) might be ideal.  

The VPA will be responsible for arranging a suitably qualified and impartial 
judge(s). Their decision will be delivered on the day of the Show. The VPA 
will retain all monetary, or other, bribes which may be proffered to 
them!!!! 

Whimple VPA 

o 

WHIMPLE WEATHER 
 

    2009       2008     
 

rainfall 41.40 inches 44.52 

rain fell on 177 days 177 days 

snow fell on 4 days 2 days 

gales/strong winds 21 days 34 days 

days 32 f or below 50 days 79 days 

thunder heard 1 day 1 day 

wettest month Nov  7.56 inches Aug & Sept  5.30 inches 

driest month Sept  1.1 inch Feb  1.38 inch 

wettest day June 7th  1.44 inch 0ct  10th 1.8 inch 

hottest day  July 2nd 85 f   June 10th 83 f 

coldest night Jan 6th 17.8 f Feb 17th 25 f 
 

My records now span 40 years recorded in a garden in Whimple. It must be 
emphasised that two miles down the road things may be different.   

July rainfall at 6.74 inches was the wettest July in 40 years. Metrication is on the 
way in this area please be patient. 

Ken Burrows 

o 

o 

o 

o 
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Louise Turner N.D. Hort 
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort 

Tel 01392499074    Mob 07811781137 

  e-mail: info@gardenlandscapes.co.uk 

               www.gardenlandscapes.co.uk 

 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT 
PLANT ADVICE    -    FREE CONSULTATION 

W.A.R.T.S. UPDATE  - February 2010 
   

Hello and welcome to all new and existing members of 
W.A.R.T.S (Whimple Against Rising Tariffs). Our aim is to 
periodically secure the services of the cheapest oil 
provider that we can to deliver to our members in the 
village. We are very pleased to announce that W.A.R.T.S 
membership has risen to more than 125 households.  

Our last order was made on 30th November.  The commission from that order 
was paid to The Whimple Village Hall. Please remember that payment is required 
upfront if you have not purchased from the nominated supplier in the past and 
there is a minimum order requirement of 500 litres. 

The schedule of order dates for 2010 is:- 

8th February  24th May    23rd August    29th November 
We would kindly remind you that all orders for oil should be placed at least one 
week before the order date (Allowing a further 10 days for delivery). Existing 
members (and any potential new members) without e-mail are invited to contact 
John Aiton on 01404 823155 to place their order or register their details (name/
address/postcode/phone number). All others with access to e-mail may contact 
Graham Batten with their order/registration details at utilitiesgb@btinternet.com. 
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WHIMPLE 
 

 

The Perfect Village 

“A great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibility” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 

ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 
 

01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

A COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN: HELPING US TO HELP OURSELVES 

Devon County Council's Emergency Planning Service is focusing attention on 
raising the number of communities with self help emergency plans.  

The recent cold weather and the floods of 2008 highlight the need for our village to 
be ready to help itself in adverse situations. The Parish Council with the help of 
others in the community have recently taken on the task of developing a 
Community Emergency Plan for  Whimple. 

The emergency plan, containing specific information about local resources and 
skills, will help enable us to respond effectively to an emergency while awaiting 
assistance from outside agencies.  

One of the first steps in developing the plan is to gather information about you. 
During the next few months every household will receive a letter and questionnaire. 
We ask that you kindly take time to read the information, complete the 
questionnaire and return it as soon as you can. 

The information you give is voluntary but the help you offer, no matter how small, 
will be greatly valued. 

Many thanks 

Whimple Community Emergency Team, Whimple Parish Council. 

 
I have been given a quantity of knitted squares. Is there anyone who would 
enjoy making these into blankets for an overseas charity? If you can help, 
please contact me on 822257.      Margaret Burroughs 
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Reg no: 4094 

 

 

O’DELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833 

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 
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Wasters of Whimple 
 

Cardboard/plastics volunteer collections – 27th February & 27th March 
10.00 -11am Webbers Close Car park        

 

As you know, EDDC will not be offering an improved kerbside service until 
November 2010 for our village. Previously we had believed this would be Spring 
2010 and that cardboard would be collected.  We have now been told that they do 
not anticipate collecting cardboard and still will only take plastic bottles. This means 
that even when the service is improved in November, cardboard and ‗other‘ 
plastics will still need to be taken to a recycling centre. We will cease our regular 
monthly collections from March 2010 as we originally planned when we started, as 
it is getting harder to find volunteers.  We will continue to offer help to our regular 
recyclers, so please ask when you come in February or March.   

If you want to recycle and are finding it difficult to get to the recycling centres or to 
have a full load, we will be happy to try to link you up with someone near you who 
is making a trip. 

We know some of you want to arrange a neighbourhood collection. To get a 
collection organised for you and yours maybe send a note out to your road 
something like this: 

Dear neighbour 

I make trips to the recycling centre with my cardboard and 
plastics. I wonder if I could help you with your recycling or if we 
could take turns in making the trip. I have sent a note out to all 
our other neighbours and hope to be able to set up a regular trip 
to suit us all and save us all making separate journeys. 

Alternatively, your trips to the recycling centre could be linked in with another task.  
There is a recycling centre at Tipton St John (on the way to Sidmouth), one at 
Exmouth and another in Marsh Barton, Exeter.    

Another option is to use the facilities at your supermarkets. Most large 
supermarkets have a recycling area where you can take tetra packs, plastic bottles, 
cans, bottles, clothing and shoes. Somerfield at Broadclyst does not have facilities 
for tetra packs or plastic. There are no known facilities for cardboard and ‗other 
plastics‘, but if you know of anywhere other than the recycling centres, please let us 
know.  

Age of Stupid   
A huge thank you to all you brave people who attended our film show on 8th 
January. The snow and ice didn‘t put off 45 people who came to see this Climate 
Change film.  It followed 6 real life stories of people from all over the world and 
how their lives are affected by modern life and how this impacts on global warming.  
Amusing, touching and thought provoking it is a scientifically plausible film if 
sometimes extreme. 

W
OW
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES 
 
                                                                                                         Est 1979 

 

 

                                                       PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 

 

                                                           Call Barry 01297 552981 

                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

It was wonderful to have the discussions afterwards with Dr Richard Betts, from 
the Met Office and Phil Dominy from Ernst and Young‘s Renewable Energies 
team. They answered all questions with scientific detail and helped us all 
understand a little better.   

People seemed to enjoy the night and were relieved to hear facts explained 
without any political bias or propaganda. Everyone was encouraged to leave full 
of ideas to take an interest in their own personal responsibility to monitor and 
reduce their carbon emissions. It was generally agreed that emissions need to 
level out by 2015, to give the Earth a chance to recover.   

The Age of Stupid website has many useful ideas on reducing your carbon 
footprint via their 10:10 campaign, encouraging everyone to reduce their carbon 
emissions by 10% in 2010. This is obviously beneficial to the environment and in 
many ways your pocket.  

Next meeting Thursday 4th March 8pm – Hillcroft, Church Road.   

New members always welcome, contact:        

Jenny Sanders 01404 823015 jls.sanders@btinternet.com 

Alison Betts  01404 823967 alison.betts@yahoo.co.uk 
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PARTY TIME? 

Family Celebrations, 
Milestone Anniversaries 

Marquee de ParTee 

Pretty Party Marquees and 

Pavilion Tents hired for 

Your Special Occasion 

 Complete service for tables 

chairs carpets lighting etc. 
introductions to  

Caterers & Hogroasters 

Philip & Angela Crisp 
Kennford,Exeter.  

01392 83 27 75                                                                                                  

      OR  Visit us at: 
www.marquee-de-partee.co.uk. 

 
 
 

The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   ` 
 
 
 

 
The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
Fax:     01404-823629 

e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  
 

 

S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTOR 
 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

DEVON 

Tel: 01404 841659 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 
Awliscombe 
Devon 
EX14 0QA 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 
07817097721 

Email – mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman.. 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 
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On The Piste  
 

It was on with your ski suits and wrap up warm as the snow hit Whimple!  

The hills (okay small gradients) around Whimple were full of laughter and the 
occasional cries of 'Look out .................... oops ...... too late'.  

Yes, the ancient, and some say forgotten, art of sledging is alive and well in East 
Devon, with people facing the challenge of gravity, snow and obstacles (hedges, 
dogs and small children) with the usual Whimple resourcefulness.  

The ingenuity of the people of Whimple made you proud to live here as they 
hurtled down the Mountain (okay, as I said before small gradient) on a variety of 
items. These included, plastic bags, trays, boogie boards, kayaks, rubber rings, a 
lilo, an inflatable dingy, skateboards (without wheels), windsurf board (without 
sail) and even the occasional sledge (one of which was over 40 years old).  

The most resourceful (and in my eyes most worrying) was the cat litter tray, 
without, I hasten to add either cat or litter.  

I think everybody who ventured out sledging had a great time, only two questions 
need to be asked.  
 

1 Is sledging an Olympic sport, if not why not?  

2 Do you think we can get a lottery grant for a ski lift? 

Garden Share possibilities in Whimple 
 

People who have biggish gardens and who would be prepared to share 
them with others for vegetable growing (share the veggies too!) might 
like to make it known via the magazine. 

To start the pumpkin rolling, there is a garden available 
in Grove Rd which is in just that position. Would 
interested persons contact me in the first place please. 

Thanks       Hugh Roberts 822651 
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There are several special services and events coming 
up in the life of Whimple Church, to which all are 
very welcome. 

On Wednesday 3rd February at 7.30pm in Whimple 
Church there will be a Celebration with Bishop Bob 
of the recently formed new group of churches 
known as ‗Churches 4 All‘.   As the name indicates, 

we are four churches, church is for everyone, and within the community 
there are different styles of church and service to suit every preference.  If 
you haven‘t been for a while why not come along one Sunday — you will be 
given a warm welcome.   

On Wednesday 3rd March, again in the church, we will be having a 
consultation evening relating to possible re-ordering of the church building.  
The draft proposals will be presented and there will be an opportunity for 
questions and for making comments and suggestions on the plans.  All are 
welcome to attend.   

This Easter we look forward to welcoming a local family 
of Christian believers with a Jewish background who will 
lead us in a traditional Passover meal.  Through the 
symbolic elements of this special meal we will remember 
how God rescued his people at the Exodus, and will be 
pointed to our ultimate rescue through the Lord Jesus.  
This will take place in Talaton Parish Hall on Wednesday 
31st March at 7.30pm.   Pre-booking will be required, and 
tickets are available from Kate Hamilton (823201).   

On Good Friday, 2nd April, at 6.00pm the church choir will lead us in the 
singing of Olivet to Calvary by J H Maunder.  Do come early to get seats, as 
it is sure to be well attended.   Our Easter Day Family Service, when we 
celebrate the risen Jesus, will be on Sunday 4th April at 11.00am.  As always 
we hope you can join us. 

The next in our series of Women‘s Breakfasts will be on 
Saturday 6th March and our speaker will be Katherine 
Lyddon, Children‘s Work Advisor for Exeter Diocese.  The 
next Men‘s Breakfast will be on Saturday 13th March when 
Tim Moyler will be our speaker.   Please telephone David 
and Sarah Smith (822123) to reserve a place at either of 
these events.     

WHIMPLE CHURCH 
www.whimplechurch.org 
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St Mary‘s Church Monthly Programme of Services 

  

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  

   11.00am  Celebration Service  

 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Worship 

 4th Sunday 11.00am  Morning Worship 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 5th Sunday 11.00am Churches Together Service 

A reminder too, that every month several folk from Whimple 
Church get together to pray — for global issues down to 
individual concerns.  If there is anything you would like prayer 
for please do put details on a slip of paper and place in the box 
on the welcome desk in church, or email 
admin@whimplechurch.org.  If desired, requests can be made 
anonymously.  

Further information about services and events in the life of Whimple Church 
as well other interesting articles can be found in the Link magazine.  Sample 
copies can be obtained free of charge from the back of church, and monthly 
home delivery can also be arranged—please contact Kate Hamilton (823201) 
for further details.   

  Communion Table Flowers 

The Rota for arranging the flowers behind the Communion Table 
in St Mary‘s during 2010 is now in the church. It is to be found by the 

hymn books as you come in. If you would like to remember a particular 
date or would just like to help to make the church look attractive, please fill in 
the dates that you would prefer, or alternately contact me for more 
information.   

The number of people that volunteer to put flowers in the church is dwindling, 
placing  pressure on those who do the flowers and, as a result, we would be 
very pleased to welcome anyone who has not previously been involved in 
putting flowers in the church and I would be happy to help in any way I can. 

Rosemary Horrell 822013. 
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PLUMBING & HEATING 

 

All aspects of plumbing undertaken 

Professional Wall & Floor Tiling 

24 hour emergency call-out 

NO CALL-OUT FEE 

Competitive Pricing – Free estimates 

 

No job to small – give us a call: 

 

07515 711907 or 07743 309096 

or 01626 859037 

 

Devon Oil Heating Ltd 

Specialist Repair and  
Maintenance of 

Oil-Fired Boilers, Aga and  
Rayburn Cookers 

 

 Fast friendly reliable service 
 Heating and Hot Water System 

Fault Diagnosis and Repair 
 Oil Tank Replacement 
 Boiler Replacement 

 Plumbing Services 
 Grant Service Agent 

 
01392 207869 

Mob  07799012404 

www.devonoilheating.co.uk  

OFTEC registered 
C8816 
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JOIN US AT 

ANDY'S RESTAURANT 
PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING SCHOOL, STRAIGHTWAY HEAD, WHIMPLE 

A LA CARTE MENU 

BAR SNACKS 

PARTIES CATERED FOR (UP TO 30 PEOPLE) - CREATE YOUR OWN MENU 

SUNDAY LUNCHES 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL! 

ALSO ASK ABOUT OUR WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDING: 

ADULT SWIMMING LESSONS, AQUAFIT 

CHILDREN'S SWIMMING LESSONS, MOTHER & TODDLER SESSIONS ,CHILDREN'S PARTIES 

SAUNA, SOLARIUM 

AND NOT FORGETTING OUR ‘NATURE'S WAY’ BEAUTY CLINIC WITH A FULL RANGE OF 

TREATMENTS INCLUDING MASSAGES, WAXING, AROMATHERAPY, FACIALS, MANICURES ETC. 

TELEPHONE NOW ON: 01404 822196 

OR CALL IN AND HAVE A LOOK ROUND! 

 

MP 
Property 

Maintenance 

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating 
Plumbing,  Gardening 

General Repairs and Maintenance 
 

 

No Call out charge 
Free Estimates 
24hr callout service 

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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About Christmas 
 

On Thursday the 17th of December we had our Christmas dinner. It was roast 
turkey and all the teachers served the dinner out and everyone was singing to 
the music. We had crackers and for dessert we had vanilla and strawberry ice 
cream. We also had raspberry jelly.  

After dinner we went out to play and we wore our hats that we made. Some 
hats were funny. We had our photo taken by Mrs Shilston.  

 

The winners of the hat 
competition were: 

  

 Year 6  Luke & Ben  

 Year 5  Kirk & Daisy  

 Year 4  Paige  

 Year 3  Laura 

 Year 2  Grace  

 Year 1  Freya  

      Reception Emma. 

A great Christmas was had by all and all the children had great fun throughout 
the last couple of weeks of the autumn term partaking in parties, dinner and the 
Christmas fair. The start of this term did not start quite as we expected but we 
coped with the hurdles put before us. 

The school is involved in a project with the Heritage Centre this year as one 
part of the main school building celebrates its hundredth birthday! If there any 
former pupils of the school who have any stories  or memorabilia such as 
photographs, which they think will benefit the project please drop it into the 
school office and we will pass it on.           Carole Shilston 
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Tuesday the 5th January was the first day 
of school after Christmas and we had an 
amazing pantomime. It was called Peter 
Pan!!!!!!!!!                                                                 

There were 4 people doing the play but it 
looked like 10 people.  

It was brilliant , fantastic,                    a n d 
funny to watch . 

The play was played by M&M productions 
and kindly funded by FOWS.   

The year five and sixes, who are in drama club, are doing a 
production of the Wizard of Oz. But this Wizard of Oz is the 
Christmas version.  

Instead of the well known characters of the scarecrow, tin man, 
and the lion, we have a snowman, toy soldier and a stuffed lion. 
Also, there are flying reindeer instead of flying monkeys.  

Mrs Killen and Mrs Norton are the two teachers who do drama club with us 
and Mrs Lindsey sorts out the singing. Unfortunately, Mrs Killen broke her wrist 
and the performance was postponed to the 28th of January. Luckily it gave us 
more time to practice! PHEW! 

By Sophie Camp and Jamie Parker 

For Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday in the first week back after Christmas 
holidays, our school was closed because of the snow.  We did learn some 
things; how to make a snowman!  

When we came back half the schools pipes were frozen, which meant that 
KS1 had to come up and use KS2 toilets. 

Playing in the snow for half a week has resulted in some good things. For 
instance; KS1 are now doing poems about snow as they have had lots of first 
hand experience.  
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Whimple Victory Hall 

 

Come and Join us for a 

Soup and Sarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon until 1.30pm 

on Saturday 27th February 

and Saturday 27th March  
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WHIMPLE WASSAIL 2010 
 

Another good Wassail for the apple trees, despite the threat of heavy rain 
during the actual event. It had rained for the 2 hours before we were due to 
assemble outside the New Fountain for our normal singing practice, and I was 
concerned that we would have a repeat of the 2009 drownings! But no, gentle 
reader, we were spared and a brave crowd of some 60 souls joined us in the 
Wassail. We were delighted to welcome a new Wassail Princess, Chloe Betts 
who with the Wassail Queen, Elisha Salter, did an excellent job of reciting the 
Wassail verse, and ‗doing the toast and the apples‘ as we say in the trade. I was 
very impressed to learn that Richard Betts, proud father of Chloe, was 
celebrating the Big 40 that day and had chosen to celebrate it by walking round 
the village with a bunch of old men in smocks, a gun team who fired blanks, 
sundry musicians and a crowd of people making a lot of noise using all manner 
of domestic utensils – and all washed down with hot Wassail cup! That man 
knows how to enjoy himself. 

The route to the orchards had to be adjusted as per last year, and even in the 
Square, where we traditionally stop to remember John Shepherd at the 
Tethering stone, we had to stay on the road as the brook was running very high 
and fast, and overflowing onto the road by the vet‘s.  

As we processed through the village, we all saw the large pond of water at the 
entrance to the Green, and hoped that the rest of the Green avoided more 
flooding. 

Since the involvement of our own Jim Causley, the number of musicians has 
increased who turn up to play at the Cricket Club where we celebrate the 
Wassail evening.  It was great to see so many people playing - and all having a 
great time. I was delighted to see that Phil Beer, of ‗Show of Hands‘ had also 
made it and was joining in with great enthusiasm.  

So, well done and thanks to the History Society for all the organisation, to the 
suppliers and creators of the various Wassail cups, the ladies who prepared all 
the food, Geoff, Ben and the bar team, and finally the Hardcastles and the 
Chards for the use of their trees and orchard. 

We can be proud as a village that we are keeping the Wassail tradition alive, 
and we are starting to gain some national fame with this event. All we need is a 
dry night!!              Ed H 
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 THE PENSION DRAWDOWN COMPANY 
 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 
 
 

FOR UNBIASED, QUALITY FINANCIAL ADVICE BASED ON YOUR  
CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO YOUR NEEDS 

INCLUDING 
 

SAVINGS        INVESTMENTS PENSION PROVISION 
 RETIREMENT OPTIONS   inc ANNUITIES 

LIFE AND CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER     INCOME PROTECTION 
 

Contact:  Bob Diamond at 6 The Withey, Whimple, 
on 01404 822865 or Email r.diamond1@ntlworld.com 

For a free initial consultation 
 

Appointed Representative of The Burns-Anderson Independent Network PLC,  
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority  

 
Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

01404 822275 

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  
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Ade Band in Whimple 
  

(See what we did there? Ade Band instead of Band Aid?) 

Following our very successful Mud 2 gig in September, our next fundraising 
event at Whimple Cricket Club will be Ade Edmondson and the Bad 
Shepherds plus support, on Saturday September 11th 2010. It will be bigger 
and better than the last one, but still at the bargain price of £10. The Bad 
Shepherds gigs are normally around £15, and we have 2 other acts in support 
as well, so this will be excellent value for money. 

Ade Edmondson is best known for his roles in ‗The Young Ones‘, ‗The Comic 
Strip Presents‘ and ‗Holby‘ amongst others, but he has created The Bad 
Shepherds to realise a dream to resurrect old punk songs with a different flavour 
(folk in this case). More details of the band can be found at 

http://www.thebadshepherds.com. 

In support, we have Ella Edmonsdon, Ade‘s daughter. Ella‘s debut album, Hold 
Your Horses, was recently released to great acclaim. She‘s shared stages with 
some of folk‘s finest plus the likes of Jools Holland and Midge Ure and is 
receiving increasing airplay nationally. Samples of her music are available on 

http:// www.ellaedmondson.co.uk. 

As well as Ella, we are pleased to announce that Richard James will also be 
performing a set. Some of you may have seen him playing at the Barn Dance in 
the Blossom earlier in the year, and so will know what a superb sound he has. 
Richard is an Exeter-based singer/songwriter who has recently released an EP. 
You can listen to samples of his music at 

http://www.myspace.com/musicbyrichardjames. 

We know September seems a long way off, but would strongly recommend you 
get your tickets early, as there is a good chance this event will sell out. 

Full details are on http://www.handsomedicksrecords.co.uk/ade, and you can 
buy tickets online from there too. Alternatively, tickets are available from 
Whimple Post Office, Handsome Dicks Records, Geoff Delves at Whimple 
Cricket Club, Rooster Records in Exeter, or Honiton & Ottery St. Mary Tourist 
Information Centres. 

Only £10 for 3 bands and cheap beer into the bargain – it should be an 
excellent, fun evening. 

Hope to see you there, Alex & John 

In association with 

 and 
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 
 

‗The Mortgage Makeover‘ 
 

 
Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if you‘re paying too much for 

your mortgage. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands 

of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay 
your mortgage off early. 

 
Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 

 

Contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
 

or email – stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 
 

or by post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 
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LOOKING AHEAD .............. 

MARCH CONCERT OTTERY ST. MARY CHORAL SOCIETY 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY.................. 27th MARCH 2010 
 

On 27th March 2010 in Ottery St. Mary Church at 7.30pm Ottery St. Mary 
Choral Society is presenting a performance of Mendelssohn's Elijah with 
special soloists. Tickets will be available from the beginning of March; you will 
be able to obtain tickets from "Stage Struck" in Ottery St. Mary by calling on 
(01404) 811311, pay on the door on the night of the concert or speak to a 
member of the society who will be delighted to help. 

This promises to be an evening of reflection for many of us, as the society 
prepares a fine musical presentation for your further appreciation of the 
amazing musical ability of Mendelssohn, in this much loved and popular 
Oratorio work. Make a note of the date now, and we look forward to 
welcoming you on 27th March. 

The Society wishes to thank you all for your support of our recent Christmas 
Concert when we experienced some of our best support numbers ever, and 
we understand a real Christmas "Feast" of music was enjoyed by everybody. 

A big "thankyou" too for supporting our participation in the "FORCE" charity 
musical evening in November 2009, in Exeter. A real entertainment 
extravaganza was presented, tickets were at a premium and the amazing sum 
of £14,000 was raised for the charity! 

NOW......... a gentle reminder ......your diary date; Mendelssohn's Elijah - 
Ottery St Mary Church - 27th March at 7.30pm. Do come along. 

Annie Bassett 
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N C HAMLYN 
 

FARM MACHINERY REPAIRS 
AND SERVICE 

 
(Welding, fabrication etc. 

and garden wrought iron work) 
 

Workshop facilities and mobile 
service 

Contact Nigel Hamlyn on 01392 
466720 

or 07702 431244 (mobile) 
Paynes Farm 
Broadclyst 

Exeter 
EX5 3BJ 

 

M.J.COLES 
ENGINEERING 

 

(R.T. I.T. B. & CITY & GUILDS) 

SERVICING.  ENGINE RE-BUILDS . 
WELDING MOT.  RECOVERY.   

PICK UP SERVICE 

FRIENDLY LOCAL MECHANIC 

MORE THAN 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS 

CALL 

MARC 
ON 

WHIMPLE 822095 OR 
07785 740473 (MOBILE) 

 

 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

TILER 

PATIO PRESSURE CLEANING 

SHED ROOFS - RE-FELTED 

GENERAL HANDYMAN 
__________________________ 

 

(Excellent references if required) 

For that personal service 

Phone Mr Evans on 01404 822120 

WINDOW 

 

 CLEANER 

 

 

________ ________ 
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 A Great Night  

The Pre-school Quiz and Curry 

23rd January 2010 
 

I just wanted everyone to know how well the Pre-school Quiz and Curry 
evening went last night and to say some very big Thank You‘s. We completely 
sold out our 92 tickets and sadly had to turn people away at the door - sorry. It 
was great to see such a big turnout from the people of Whimple and thanks to 
you all for showing your support.  

As an early estimate we raised in the region of £700 which we are hoping to 
put toward some computer equipment and a new path to make the walk to 
school safer for the children.  

Congratulations to the winning Team ‗The Men‘- who managed  a grand score 
of  77, winning a fish supper for 4,  kindly donated by ‗The Cod Father‘. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to Julie Bowden and Jenny Sanders who 
spent hours shopping, preparing and slaving over hot, steamy cookers  to 
produce two wonderful curries, which were delicious. Cooking  curry for 100 
people  is no easy task and I think you will agree that they did a fantastic job. 
Also thanks to ‗The Thirsty Farmer ‘ who let us use their kitchen for cooking.  

Ross Thompson, quiz master extraordinaire , was simply brilliant, again - look 
out for him on Stage  in a slightly more hairy role as the wolf, in The 
Whimpleton‘s panto ‗Little Red Riding Hood‗, February 18th, 19th & 20th. 
Don‘t forget to get your tickets from the Post Office. 

Also a huge Thank You to everyone else who was involved in the organisation 
and who helped out on the night. You really are a great team.  

Finally a heartfelt thank you to all our kind benefactors who donated the prizes 
O‘Hanlons, Otter Nurseries, Exeter Chiefs, Exeter Race Course, West One 
Hair Design, Cotley Farm, Exeter City Football Club and others. 

Ok, enough now, as this is becoming longer than an Oscar acceptance 
speech.  

Many Thanks 

Sam Walker ( Pre-school & Playgroup Chair )                    
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JULIAN 
WILSON 

Electrical Contractor 

 

1 Higher Woodhayes 
Farm 

Whimple 

 

Tel: 01404 822641 

 

Your Friendly local 

Bed and Breakfast 

David Brown 
Holway Barton 

Whimple 
Exeter 

Telephone: (01404 822477) 

 

Visiting Practice 

 

Day and evening 

Appointments by arrangement 

3,Railway Cottages 

Whimple 

Exeter 

 

01404 822372 
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01884 277794 
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Whimple Parish Council 
Chairman: John Griffiths 823480 
Clerk: Gerri Turner,  823385 
St. Mary’s Church 
Rev. Rob Wilkinson 822521 
SClub11, Impact & Contact Phil and Rebecca Dominy 822163 
Devon County Councillor 
Peter Bowden 823450 
East Devon Councillor 
Andrew Dinnis 850363 
Whimple Primary School 
Headteacher: Mrs. S. Langley 822584 
Chair of Governors: Helen Penney 822948  
Whimple History Society 
Chairman: Richard Webber 822038 
Secretary: Roger Smith 822244 
Whimple Mothers Union 
Margaret Burrough  822257  
Whimple Pre-School & Toddler Group 
Chair:  Samantha Walker   822649 
Playleader: Tanya Chitty 
Toddlers:  Louise Fenner 822272 
Whimple Womens Institute 
President: Avril Ellingham 822945 
Secretary: Ann Bowden 823450 
Whimple Over Sixties Club  
Beryl Iball 822905 
Whimple Recreation Trust 
Knowle Cross Sports Ground: Mr P. Garraff 891206 
Whimple Village Produce Association. 
Chairman, Adrian Williams 822430  
Whimple Football Club 
Chairman: Geoff Delves, Secretary: Karen Delves 823258 
Whimple Tennis Club 
Secretary: Judith Imbo 823240 
Treasurer: Adrian Rushforth  823276 
Whimple Cricket Club 
Booking Secretary: Karen Delves 823258 
Whimple Victory Hall Management Committee 
Chairman; John Discombe 823614 
Secretary: Pam Scanlan 822262 
Booking Sec: Ali Tierney 822724 
Whimpletons 
Emma Palmer 823083 
Neighbourhood Watch 
John Munslow 823456 
St. Mary's Bellringers 
Captain: Liz Silk  822389 
Whimple Scout Group 
Group Scout Leader (and Marquee Booking): Alex Spry 822844 
Whimple Book Group 
Katy Howard 823038 
Whimple Youth Club 
Leaders: Mino 07902 651989 or Sue 07964 211195     
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WN64 

Editor 
Ed Hitchcock   823194 
Production 
Bob Scanlan   822262 
Sally Wilde    823246 
Delivery and Advertising 
Ed & Nicky Hitchcock  823194 
Community diary 
Nicky Hitchcock   823194 
Treasurer 
Miles Leonard   822415 
 

Julie Millward   823985 

The Whimple News Team 
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LIVING AND SELLING LOCALLY 

HALLS ARE PLEASED TO OFFER 
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES 
 

 FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 

 STRONG LOCAL KNOWLEDGE 

 SUPERB COLOUR DETAILS 

 HIGH IMPACT ADVERTISING 

 FREE VALUATIONS 

 ACCOMPANIED VIEWING 

 FLOOR PLAN SERVICE 

 RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 
 

TEL: 01404 812000 

View all properties on the UK’s No.1 
website: ww.rightmove.co.uk 

15 Broad St, Ottery St Mary, EX11 1BY 

Tel: 01404 812000   Fax: 01404 815777 
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The New  Fountain Inn 
Whimple, Devon 

A Traditional Olde Freehouse Village Inn 
 

As recommended by CAMRA ,  
The Good Beer Guide, The Real Ale Guide  

and the Quiet Pint Guide 
 
 

Real Ales 
Home Cooking 

 

Lunchtime & Evening Meals 7 days a Week 
 

Sunday Roasts etc - Vegetarian Choices 
Handmade Desserts, Children’s Menu  

& Toddler Portions 
 

Join us for a Friendly Drink, Bar Snack or 
an A La Carte Meal 

Bookings are Advisable 
 

Tel: 01404 822350 


