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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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A TRADITIONAL PUB, SERVING HOMEMADE FOOD FROM 
AN AWARD-WINNING TEAM 

ñññ 

Open Monday -Thursday from12.00noon until 3.00pm,  

then 5.00pm  until 11.00pm  

Food is served 12.00noon -2.00pm, then 5.00pm -9.00pm  

On Friday, Saturday and Sunday we are open  

from 12.00noon until 11.00pm  

Food is served all day Friday and Saturday 12.00noon -9.30pm  

and Sunday all day 12.00noon -8.30pm  
 

**SATURDAY MAY 18TH ð THIRSTY FARMER FESTIVAL!! ALL DAY ** 

Look out for more details  
 

   

The Thirsty Farmer  
WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

JOIN US FOR OUR QUIZ! 

NEW START TIME 8PM 
ENTRY MONEY GOES TO 

LOCAL CAUSES 

 

 

LIVE MUSIC DATES 
APRIL 

Friday 26th  Eventine     9pm  

MAY 

Friday 31st   Carnaby Street    9pm  

AUGUST 

Weds 14th   Devilõs Prefects    7pm  

   (pre Beautiful Days gig)  

Look out on our own Facebook page and 

Whimple Whatõs On for info about our Sunday 

afternoon acoustic sessions.  
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

07939 879305  
01404 823258  

 (Whimple)  

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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  April 
 

  6th Front Row Club ð 7.00 for 7.30 pm ð details on website/posters. 

  7th Mega Quiz ð 6.30pm -Thirsty Farmer to support Nick and Teresaõs London 
Marathon run on behalf of Hospiscare ð details page 27. 

  9th WI Monthly Meeting ð 7.00 for 7.30 p.m. Victory Hall ð speaker is Dr Peter 
Marsden ð ôArchaeology of Cesspits, Cemeteries etcõ. 

12th Parish Council Special Public Meeting about the Cranbrook Expansion Plan ð 
Victory Hall 7.00 ð 9.00 pm ð details pages 20&21. 

16th Whimple Annual Parish Council Meeting Victory Hall 7.00pm. 

20th Heritage Centre ð Archive Open Day 10.30am- 4.00pm ð details page 38. 
23rd PCC AGM at the church, 7.00pm ð details page 59. 

26th History Society talk - Victory Hall 7.30pm. 

27th SoupõnõSarnie Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm. 

28th Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers ð Easter Bingo ð Victory Hall 7.30pm 
Doors open 7.00pm. 

 

May 
 

11th VPA Annual Spring Plant Sale ð Victory Hall ð details page 46. 

11th Front Row Club ð 7.00 for 7.30pm ð details on website/posters. 

12th VPA outing to Malvern Spring Flower Show ð details pages 46 & 47.  

13th Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting ð Victory Hall 7.00pm. 

14th WI AGM - 7.00 for 7.30pm. Victory Hall. Cheese and Wine. 

20th Whimple Parish Council Meeting Victory Hall 7.00pm ð AGM and Re-election of 
Members. 

25th SoupõnõSarnie Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm. 
 

June 
 

  3rd Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting ð Victory Hall 7.00pm. 

  9th Front Row Club ð 7.00 for 7.30pm ð details on website/posters ð End of Season 
Special. 

11th WI Monthly Meeting ð 7.00 for 7.30pm Victory Hall. Speaker is Hillary Nowill 
ôThe Business of Millineryõ. 

17th Whimple Parish Council Meeting Victory Hall 7.00pm. 

23rd VPA trip to RHS Rosemoor ð Rose Weekend and Craft Market - details page 46. 

29th  SoupõnõSarnie Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm. 
29th Doreen Staddon Open Garden for Hospiscare 

30th Doreen Staddon Open Garden for Hospiscare ð details in the next News/on 
posters.  

Whatõs On In Whimple  
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Ed the Ed 
 

We are very pleased to offer you this edition as it is packed full of articles that we 
hope you will find interesting ð information about changes to train timetables, the 
current hot topic of the Cranbrook Expansion Plan and what options we have, a 
panto review, a very busy VPA plan for the next few months, an appeal from St 
Maryõs Church, and my conversation with Frank and Elle Manley which I thoroughly 
enjoyed doing! And lots more..... 

On 18th March there was a Parish Council meeting in the Committee Room as 
normal, except that the Cranbrook Expansion Plan was being formally presented to 
the Parish Councillors by a member of the East Devon Councilõs Planning 
Department ð who were joined by so many interested villagers that they overflowed 
into the kitchen and some had to watch/take part in the proceedings via the 
hatchway between the two rooms. John Griffiths chaired that meeting very well, 
controlling input and raising several questions for the presenter and our County 
Councillor and District Councillor. You will see in this issue that the Parish Council 
have organised a special meeting to deal with this topic on Friday 12th April ð thank 
you to them for recognising the importance of this topic for Whimple. I hope that 
we can look to our two councillors, Iain Chubb and Mark Evans-Martin to attend 
and let us know how they can assist us.  

I am writing this editorial on a wonderful sunny morning a day before Motherõs Day 
ð a bit of sun on the old bones does wonders! I have managed to get out on my 
bike several times already thanks to this improvement in the weather. On the topic 
of Motherõs Day...why donõt they have a Pantomime Damesõ Day as well? I think we 
could fill a pub with current and ex-Dames to celebrate! 

April 1st is also fast approaching ð in my youth it gave me  a chance to create some 
mischief from advertising the headmasterõs car for sale, and then making several 
disguised phone calls to express interest in said car (but removing the advert at 
12.00 noon as per the spirit of the day); later in life, my sons, who were around 12 
and 9 at the time, were solemnly told that as we had an infestation of bookmites in 
the house, we needed to evacuate the house so that the council could get in and 
spray throughout. So, I had both boys stood by the side of my car with their duvets 
and pillows ready to drive to my parents, looking very worried. I then asked them 
what day it was...and the penny dropped! 

If you would like to offer an article for the June/July magazine, then please send it to 
Bob Scanlan on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or me on edhitch@btinternet.com or 
leave it in our post box at Dairy Cottage opposite the New Fountain by 7th May ð 
thanks! 

Enjoy the start of the summer. 

EdH 
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It has been lovely to have such a warm response to our attempts to reduce plastic 
waste. Many people are keenly using their reusable bread and produce bags and if 
you have not already got yours then we have a great new stock in store, thanks to 
Zena Calverley and the recycling of the old Village Hall curtains. Zena has not only 
brightened up the hall but made loads of produce bags from the nets, bread bags 
from the linings and shopping bags from the curtains. Bags are in store and ready for 
you to use and reuse. 

We will continue to buy as much of our fruit and veg loose, to reduce packaging 
and to buy local produce where possible. Hopefully by the time this is published we 
will have some local bacon and frozen meat from Knights Farm in Fluxton. They are 
a caring farm and their meat is lovingly reared and killed locally.  

We will try to stock more products to help with reducing plastics so watch out for 
local products that may help us make changes. 

Good Friday, Easter Sunday and Easter Monday the shop will be open 9.00am - 
11.00am only. 
 

Post Office 
Just a reminder that our collection times have changed slightly. Weekdays are 
11.45am and 4.30pm. Saturday collection is 11.45am. To ensure your post or 
banking goes that day, please make sure you bring it in at least 10 - 15 minutes 
before collection time, as paperwork needs to go with end of day collection and we 
have to give this priority to make sure it goes every day. 

Banking services are constantly being improved with many high street banks 
extending what we can do in branch including cash deposits being possible with a 
card. Banking services are free and available every day the Shop is open (except 
bank holidays). 

During the Easter period the Post Office will be closed on Good Friday, Easter 
Sunday and Easter Monday.   

Jenny and Mark 

 

Thank You 
 

There is an advert in this edition for a deliverer to replace Irene Carter who has 
done a brilliant job in delivering the Whimple News for many years.. even 
before the new team took over some 20 years ago; Miles and Viv Leonard have 
passed the delivery bag for Slewton Crescent to Mike and Tamara Snell after 20 
years...thanks to Irene, Viv and Miles for all their help!   

Ed H 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434 

or email 

barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 

Join us for 
SoupõnõSarnie Lunch 

 
12.00noon to 1.30pm on 

 

Saturday 27th April 
and Saturday 25th May  

Whimple Community Orchard  
 

A new community orchard has been planted at the eastern end of the 
Heberton Close allotments with five trees kindly funded with a grant from the 
Peopleõs Trust for Endangered Species. Trees are local varieties sourced from local 
orchard tree supplier; Adams Apples in Payhembury, who also kindly supplied us 
with advice on planting, free tree ties and rabbit guards! Weõve got the infamous 
Whimple Wonder in addition to Payhembury, Sweet Alford and good eating apples; 
Katy and Lord Lambourne. The trees wonõt bear much fruit for the first few years but 
after that, and for, hopefully, the next several decades, theyõll be a lovely asset for all 
the villagers to enjoy. Weõre also aiming to establish a wildflower meadow around 
the trees over the next year. 

Many thanks to the Parish Council & Kevin Finch for letting us create it, PTES and 
Adams Apples for funding and supplying and to Dean, Kerry, Dave, Charlie and 
George in helping to plant it. 

Hope everyone can enjoy it in the years to come. 

Polly Luscombe 

 

On June 29/30th I am opening my garden in aid of Hospiscare, 
there will be tea and cakes available and plants  for sale. 
Opening times on both days will be 1.00pm to 6.00pm. 

More details will be announced in the next edition of the Whimple News and on 
posters around the village.              Doreen Staddon 
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tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
 

Small friendly class, suitable for all levels. 

Functional, Strengthening,  
Core based exercises. 

West Hill Village Hall  

10AM Thursday mornings 

For more information contact  

Julie Read on 07966 571159 

or email juliereadfitness@live.co.uk  

 

 

PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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How would you spend £40,000 on sport in Whimple? 
 

Whimpleõs residents, sports clubs, voluntary groups and other organisations are 
being asked for their ideas on how to spend funding totalling £40,000 on outdoor 
sports facilities in the parish. 

The funds ð Section 106 money - have been collected by East Devon District 
Council from housing developments in the parish and the council has a clear policy 
of ensuring that residents and parish organisations should choose how the money is 
spent. East Devon District and Whimple Parish Councils are inviting everyone to 
send in their ideas on how to spend the money. 

Ideas can include all sorts of outdoor sports from an outdoor gym or skate park to 
works being carried out at a cricket or football pitch.  

Proposals must be for:  

¶ New outdoor sports facilities or to improve existing outdoor sports facilities.  

¶ Permanently sited sports facilities and equipment. For example football goals, 
courts or training areas, so not for movable equipment like cricket bats, kayaks 
or tennis rackets.  

¶ Sports facilities or equipment that is open and accessible to the community. A 
small fee may be charged but it must be affordable.  

Funding cannot be spent on buildings, indoor facilities, professional sports grounds 
or golf courses.  

All ideas must be submitted to Whimple Parish Council by noon on Wednesday 
15th May at the latest. Please send your name, your contact details, information on 
what your proposal is and an estimate of how much funding your project would 
need - if you know. We can then contact you for further information if we need to.  

Please send your ideas to the parish council by e-mail: 

whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com 

or you can post it to Kevin Finch, Whimple Parish Clerk, 48 Slewton Crescent, 
Whimple EX5 2QA. Once the parish council has received the proposals they will 
work with East Devon District Council to make sure they are eligible, affordable and 
possible. Residents will then be given a chance to look at all the ideas that can 
happen and vote on them. The eligible ones that gain the most votes are where the 
money will be spent. 

Councillor Tom Wright, EDDC portfolio holder for Environment said: òSince 2008, 
weõve allowed parish and town councils and the local community to decide how 
Section 106 funding is spent on sport and play. We felt it was really important that 
local residents get what they want in exchange for new developments in their area.  
I would urge local people and organisations to come forward with any ideas they 
have for sports projects for Whimple, as your suggestions really could make a 
differenceó.  

Kevin Finch,  Whimple Parish Clerk 

whimpleparishcouncil.weebly.com 
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Andy 
Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

 

tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 

 
LƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƅŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

 

/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 

 

IŜƭŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ мΥолǇƳ ŀƴŘ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ уΦллǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ Iǳǘ ƛƴ ²ƘƛƳǇƭŜ 

 

ϻр Ǉŀȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻǊ мн ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ϻрп 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ - 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 

aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтфрс мотпфо 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 
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Whimple Victory Hall  
 

The Future of the Victory Hall - Regular users feedback 
 

In the last edition of Whimple News I wrote about the decisions facing the Victory 
Hall Trustees when considering the future of the Victory Hall. We believe these are 
decisions for the whole village so have started by consulting regular users of the 
hall. 

Nineteen of the twenty regular users we consulted responded. 

The majority view (15 out of 19) was that the Hall should remain where it is, with 
the Primary School considering it essential. Three groups didnõt mind and only one 
favoured moving elsewhere. 

There was a marginal preference (6 out of 19) for the existing hall to be refurbished 
rather than rebuilt (2 out of 19). Three didnõt mind and eight didnõt say.  

There were a number of other issues raised in replies from users with the most 
immediate being the need to repair the main hall floor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the light of these responses the Trustees have agreed to use some of the money 
set aside for future development to replace the wooden floor as a matter of 
urgency. This in no way prejudges the outcome of further consultation with the 
wider village community and the Trustees will continue to explore options on the 
existing site and elsewhere. 

We are now planning the next stage of consultation which will include an invitation 
to an open day, or days, to be held at the hall with a short questionnaire to canvas 
views from everyone in Whimple. 

I will keep you informed. 

Bob Scanlan 
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St. Maryõs Church ð Repairs and Appeal 
 

Some call it Murphyõs Law, others have a more derogatory name for it, but often 
several things seem to go wrong in close succession. The church building has just 
gone through one of those spells. I suppose it should be no great surprise, after all 
the building is big and old and these things happen. However, as the building is 
listed any work undertaken has to be specified by our church architect and 
approved by the diocesan authorities. Therefore, we have to conform to higher 
standards than most homes and for repairs we have to replace like with like and this 
tends to be expensive. 

So, what exactly has happened? 

Firstly, the planned work ð some of you may recall that a couple of years ago the 
Community Theatre4All team put on a very successful production of Godspell in the 
church. For that event a small platform was constructed at the front of church which 
remained afterwards as a temporary feature while we assessed whether it would be 
worth having a permanent platform there. To cut a long story short, we have found 
that the platform has been beneficial not just for church services, but also for other 
groups using the church for concerts and theatrical productions. Consequently, the 
Parochial Church Council (PCC) decided last year to replace the temporary 
structure, which creaked a bit, with something rather more robust. Costs were to be 
met with money donated to the church by a legacy from one of our parishioners 
and it was decided the work should be done after the Christmas services were 
complete, to minimise disruption. Hence many of you may have noticed contractors 
working in church and the church closed to the public outside of normal service 
times.  

However, when the contractors got to the choir stalls, they noticed all was not well. 
These have been in place for just over 100 years and the planks under the stalls 
appeared very bouncy ð not good if part of a stage for a theatrical production. On 
further investigation, it was discovered that most of the wooden joists under the 
choir stalls were rotten and the oak flooring planks were also rotting and in places 
were less than half of their original thickness. It is quite likely that if not discovered at 
this time, there may have been an accident in the near future with someone falling 
through the floor. Repair was essential and has cost about £7,500 in addition to the 
works on the platform. 

At about the same time we had a problem with the clock in the church tower which 
I am sure many of you look at when in The Square. No significant work has had to 
be done to that since 1997. However, on this occasion various switches and a 
motor had to be replaced with another bill of nearly £400. 

To add insult to injury, also around this time, there have been issues with the bells (a 
clapper fell out of one of them while they were being rung) which necessitated a 
thorough inspection of all the bells and the respective repairs ð another unplanned 
expenditure of nearly £600.  

In the meantime, we had our formal 5-yearly building inspection which we are 
required to undertake by the church authorities.  
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Our architect conducts this and produces a formal report which is also sent to the 
Archdeacon and we have to produce a programme of works to fix anything that has 
been identified as a problem. It costs us £540 for the privilege of being told what is 
wrong with our building. 

Following the previous inspection, we had to carry out extensive work which cost 
over £22,000, of which nearly £13,000 was for the replacement of the roof gulley 
between the Nave and the South Aisle. This time it looks as though we are slightly 
more fortunate, but repairs to various bits of stonework and slates have been 
identified which will cost several thousand pounds to fix over the next couple of 
years. Also, having repaired the South Gulley, it is quite likely the North Gulley will 
require work doing to it in the not too distant future. 

So how is all this funded? Well normal running costs for the church i.e. our 
contribution to the church common fund which pays the salaries and pension 
contributions for vicars, the church utility costs, upkeep of the churchyard, etc. 
amounts to about £50,000/year; most of this comes from contributions by members 
of the congregation and fund-raising (fetes, flower festivals, etc.). Some repairs to the 
building are also funded in this way but for major works we rely on legacies and 
donations which we put into a separate ôChurch Fabricõ account specifically to fund 
such things. However, this ôperfect stormõ of unforeseen issues that have needed to 
be fixed immediately has denuded the reserve funds of the church and made it very 
difficult to plan the expenditure needed to continue to maintain the building.  

We appreciate it is never a good time to appeal for money, but even if you are not a 
regular attendee in our village church, you may value it because: you come along to 
special services e.g. Christmas, Easter and Remembrance Sunday; you attend village 
events hosted in church; you expect it to be there for family weddings, baptisms or 
funerals; you enjoy listening to the bells; or you wish to preserve it for its 
architecture as the building dominates the centre of the village. To that end the 
church belongs to the whole village not just the regular congregation who maintains 
it from day to day, and it now needs your support. 

Consequently, a donation, however large or small, into our Fabric Fund would be 
much appreciated in order to help keep the building in a safe condition and allow 
the PCC to plan for future repairs. A small standing order would be even better and 
perhaps a thought given to leaving a small sum as a legacy would also be much 
appreciated so that we can maintain this hub of the village for future generations. In 
the not so distant past when Whiteways was the major employer in the village, the 
church was most generously supported by that family but we now have to rely more 
on the community to support and maintain our village facilities.  

We hope you value your village church. If you would like to find out how you can 
contribute in order to help maintain it, please contact one of the churchwardens: 
Gerri Turner (Tel: 822587) or Ian Spicer (Tel: 823640). 

Stephen Godsiff 

PCC Secretary 
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WHIMPLE HISTORY SOCIETY 

WHIMPLE Q.I. 
 

A few more interesting facts about Whimple taken from the History Societyõs 
extensive archives. 

The first train through Whimple Station was on 18th July 1860. The train carrying 
London & South Western Railway directors left Waterloo at 8a.m. and arrived at 
Exeter at 3p.m. The holiday in Exeter that day marked the Exeter Fair and a total 
eclipse of the sun during the afternoon. Public services began on 19th July 1860 
and full public services on 1st August 1860. 

The winter of 1963 was the worst in the Whimple area since 1740.  The snow 
remained for more than two months. 

Extract from ôMinutes of Vestry Meetingsõ: òNovember 6th 1845. It  was resolved 
that Poor House be given up for the purpose of constructing School Rooms and a 
School Masterõs House, one room being reserved for a Vestry Room.ó 

The ôschool-houseõ was enlarged in 1871 at a cost of Ã240.00. 

Knowle Cross House was built in the Colonial style for Dr.  Mulholland by an 
Exeter firm. It is thought the land was donated by Whiteways as the Company 
wanted a doctor in the village to provide medical care for their workers. 
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IMPORTANT FOR ALL WHIMPLE RESIDENTS 
 

The Cranbrook expansion plan is proposing to locate approximately 800 - 1000 
residential houses as well as a traveller and gypsy site in the area referred to as 
ôCobdenõsõ on the plan. This is the land which is nearest to Hand and Pen and 
Whimple Village, within walking distance of both. 

This proposed expansion at Cobdenõs will have a significant impact upon Whimple 
village and Whimple Parish residents. It is very urgent and of great importance that 
we Whimple residents raise objections. Once the plans are agreed it will be too late. 
There is currently an EDDC consultation period which ends at 5.00pm on April 25th 
in which local residents are able to voice any concerns and raise objections. 

The objections cannot be of a personal, prejudicial or racist nature, or simply 
because we may not like the idea. The objections have to be on the grounds of 
planning concern and also the impact of such proposed planning developments 
upon Whimple itself, such as: concerns regarding the landscape, the roads, transport 
and traffic problems, drainage  considerations, environmental impacts, (London 
Road is liable to flooding), light and noise pollution as well as carbon footprint 
effects. It is also important to mention the impact upon the existing infrastructure, 
such as schools, GP surgeries etc. Examples of objection points can be found here: 

https://campaigntravellers.2day.uk/section/OBJECTIONLETTERTYPE1/30607171 

It seems that if the plans are agreed, EDDC are proposing ôcracking onõ with the 
plans for the Traveller site as a priority before the other infrastructure is in place. This 
will not only have a deleterious effect upon Whimple schools and GP surgeries who 
will have to make provision for Travellers as the new school and Health Centre will 
not, as yet, have been built. 

The next Whimple Parish meeting will be held on Monday April 15th, 7.00pm at the 
Victory Hall in Whimple. Please would you consider attending. The Parish Council 
will be putting forward their considerations on the proposed plans. If EDDC succeed 
in implementing their planning proposals for Cobdenõs, the ôsmall but perfectly 
formed,õ Whimple will lose its East Devon, historic, quaint village character and will 
become like an extension of the town of Cranbrook. Is this what we want? 

There is a raft of information on the internet detailing the specific impact of traveller 
and gypsy sites being located within a settled community. If we do not object, sadly, 
it is what we will get. 

We can also lobby our local MP; the Rt Hon Sir Hugo Swire  

hugo.swire.mp@parliament.uk  

as well as Councillors;  

Cllr Iain Chubb, (Devon County Councillor) 

iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk  

Cllr Mark Evans-Martin, (East Devon District Councillor),  

mevans-martin@eastdevon.gov.uk . 
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darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 

 

Cranbrook Expansion Plan Public Meeting  
and change of date of Parish Meeting 

 

I have arranged a further public meeting in the Main Hall of the Victory Hall from 
7.00pm to 9.00pm on Friday 12th April to run through the Cranbrook Expansion 
plan again and what it means for Whimple. The run through will be presented by the 
Parish Council and Councillors are looking to gather any additional views that can 
then be considered in the Parish Council response to the EDDC consultation. I 
would also urge all residents to complete the EDDC online form with their own 
comments. 
I have had to change the date of the Parish meeting from Monday 15th April to 
Tuesday 16th April to be able to use the main hall. Residents are welcome to attend, 
but please be aware that, as always, in formal Parish meetings (not just Whimple) 
there is only a 10 minute public open session at the start of the Parish Meeting. 
Residents wishing to be part of and to hear more detailed discussions are therefore 
advised to attend the public meeting on the 12th, which has been specifically 
arranged to discuss the Cranbrook Expansion plan. 
My thanks go to Ali Tierney at the Victory Hall for helping with changes to the 
booking of the hall at such short notice. 
Kevin Finch, Whimple Parish Clerk 
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WHIMPLE TABLE TENNIS CLUB 
 

Club Nights 2019 
 

The Club meets on Tuesday evenings between 7.00pm and 9.00pm,   

at the Victory Hall, on the following dates: 
 

23rd April 

7th and 21st May  

4th and 18th June 

2nd and 23rd July  

6th August 

3rd and 17th September  

1st and 15th October 

5th and 19th November  

3rd and 17th December 
 

We would love to see new members so please come along and join in. 

All levels and ages are catered for and all equipment will be supplied.  

The cost is £3.00 per evening. 

If you have any questions please call me on 07787 544192. 

I look forward to meeting you. 

Chris Beer 
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BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hard landscape-repairs 
 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

J S Painting 
and Decorating 

 

High Quality Decoration 
and Protection 

 

For a free quotation call Jan on 
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London Marathon 
 

For the second consecutive year Teresa and I have decided to go again in the 
London Marathon on Sunday 28th April 2019. We know what to expect this time 
and the challenges ahead. We will be 61 and 54 years old by the time we get to the 
start line for 2019 and we are now just over half way through 16 weeks of hard 
training and fundraising...please help us if you can!! 

Hospiscare provide such an incredible service to individuals 
and families and we know close friends and family who either 
have received, or are currently receiving, this amazing end of 
life support. Hospiscare funding comes from us all via various fundraising events and 
we feel passionately that we can and should help. The simple truth is that most 
families will receive the help and service that Hospiscare can provide at some stage. 

Please help us to reach our target of £4000 (£2000 each) by giving what you can. 
We will also be holding various events that you are all invited to enjoy. 90õs Disco, 
Mega Pub Quiz, School talks and Mental Health Awareness training sessions, are 
just some of the events we will organise. Keep an eye out for dates and times. The 
Mega Quiz is on Sunday 7th April at The Thirsty Farmer pub in Whimple. Teams of 6 
max. and a start time of 6.30pm. Tickets are bookable via the pub on 01404 822287 
and are just £10 which includes Bangers and Mash and entry to the quiz. 

If your business or work need any training events around Mental Health Awareness, 
Safeguarding or Leadership, then let me know. I will donate my fee to Hospiscare 
and give you a concessionary rate. Call me to talk through your requirements on 
07736 727209. 

You can donate to us by going to the JustGiving website and search for Hospiscare. 
Or just use either link below to get to our pages. Thank you for your time and for 
donating. 

Nick at: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-jarrold2 

Teresa at: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teresa-jarrold1 

Nick and Teresa Jarrold 
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CHANGES TO TRAIN TIMES AT WHIMPLE STATION 

FROM 19th MAY 
 

South Western Railway have announced changes to the timetable on the London 
Waterloo to Exeter line from 19th May onwards, with some of the changes 
affecting Whimple.  

The most significant changes are the times of departures towards Exeter in the late 
afternoon and evening on Monday to Friday. Whimple will still get the same 
number of trains going to Exeter, and these will still be roughly every two hours, 
but the times of the trains will be different ð they will be shifted by about an hour. 

Similar changes are also happening at Feniton. All trains from Whimple and 
Feniton will now stop at Pinhoe on their way into Exeter (this is not currently the 
case). 

Hereõs how the evening timetables for trains to Exeter from Whimple and Feniton 
are changing: 

This is only for Mondays to Fridays - services on Saturdays and Sundays are not 
affected. 

There are some other changes too: 

The 1636 departure from Exeter St Davids will depart three minutes later at 1639, 
and while it will still call at Whimple it will no longer call at Feniton.  
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The 1624 departure from Exeter St Davids will now additionally call at Feniton 
(but still will not call at Whimple ð it currently does not call here anyway, so this 
does not affect Whimple directly). 

There will be a later train from Whimple to London in the evening on all days 
including weekdays, Saturdays and Sundays. The 2044 departure from Whimple 
which currently only goes as far as Basingstoke will now go all the way to 
Waterloo.  

The last train back from Exeter to Whimple in the weekday evening (2257 from 
Exeter St Davids, 2301 from Exeter Central) will depart 3 minutes later from St 
Davids. This is only Monday to Friday. 

Other trains from Exeter to Whimple in the evening do not appear to be affected. 

There are other changes affecting the stops at other stations between Whimple 
and London ð further details can be found on the South Western Railway 
announcement. 

The full announcement is on the South Western Railway website 
southwesternrailway.com but is not very easy to find! You need to go to the very 
bottom of the home page, at the bottom of the list under ôAbout usõ click on 
ôLatest Newsõ then see the announcement ôSouth Western Rail announces 300 
additional train services across its networkõ dated 8th March. At the bottom, click 
on ôWest of Englandõ for a PDF document listing all the changes. 
 

WHIMPLE STATION ð PLEASE MAKE USE OF THIS VITAL VILLAGE ASSET 
 

No doubt these changes will be inconvenient in some cases but they may actually 
be more convenient. For example, if youõre going out in the evening in Exeter on 
a weekday, it will now be possible to get into Exeter to start an evening out at 
7.00pm.  

The important point, though, is PLEASE USE WHIMPLE STATION. It is a huge 
asset to the village, and we need to continue to show how important it is to us by 
actually using it. I donõt like to use the phrase ôUse Or Lose Itõ but itõs obviously 
always a worry in todayõs age of cuts 

Currently there are about 60,000 passenger journeys per year to or from 
Whimple (as recorded by ticket sales) ð it would be great to increase this to 
demonstrate the huge value of the station to the people of Whimple. Taking the 
train to Exeter is much quicker than driving and you donõt have the hassle or 
expense of parking ð and of course this also reduces your personal carbon 
footprint. 

Richard Betts 

Whimple Rail Users Group 
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2019 PANTOMIME  
 

I think it must be some four or five years since I  trod the boards 
with  the Whimpletons, but last year looked so much fun that I 
spoke to Neil and cheekily asked if I could have a small speaking 
part that didnõt require lots of lines to learn. So I was very happy 
to be given the part of a heckler in the audience who would 
come to the front of the hall, do a little business and then return 
to my seat. The best news was that I had only a few lines to 

remember (mind you, it took me until Saturday to get them in the right order!) and 
the biggest number of lines were handed to me, to read! Wonderful! This meant that 
I was lucky enough to sit through all four performances of this panto, so I felt that I 
should repay the favour by writing a review. 

It was kicked off by our very own Caledonian Chorus in the shape of Carolyn 
Cleasby who gave us her unique introduction to the housekeeping information ð 
sometimes I think we do need someone to translate for her! Jeremy Wilson steered 
us safely through the evening ð and was very impressive in that he had learned his 
part, despite having the gift of the script being in front of him! (Dear reader, you 
must appreciate that in my world, anyone who has learned their lines deserves my 
full admiration!). At the last Panto Dames Racing Afternoon (another highlight of the 
villageõs cultural year), Simon Denton had foolishly agreed to be a dame, and it was 
clear to the rest of us that it wouldnõt be long before he was drawn into the Cross  
Dressing Club that is the Whimpletons. And there he was, with Henry Gordon 
Lennox, both camping it up to untold heights, and appearing to enjoy it all especially 
the high heels! Cathy B-H as the Queen was wonderful and displayed great skill in 
letting the audience know when she had forgotten her lines ð in a strange but subtle 
way! I loved her song with the chorus sat on the stage in front of her ð great idea. 
Simon Van-Grudgings was excellent as the pompous QC; Gemma Kielty as Princess 
PP was enthusiastic and smiley as ever and gave a great display in how to share the 
stage with the two original ôscript banditsõ of Tom OõConnor and Dave Jones. These 
two have developed a great stage partnership and are very funny ð their little 
additions to the script, facial expressions and confidence to go off script and not to 
get lost, were wonderful to see! Paul Walsh was very good as the Prince Evil ð 
especially funny with the enormous cat on his lap as a tribute to Blofeld! And what 
an evil laugh he had! 

The six teenagers made up of Sam, Charlie, Max, Emily, Livvy and Ben brought a lot 
of energy to the panto as they swept on and off the stage ð and they had a good 
song with Livvy providing the accompaniment on guitar. Neil Walker as the writer, 
AND the director AND the Ghost King is obviously building up for the Whimpletons 
to ôdoõ Hamlet ð each evening he appeared more white and ghostly than the 
previous evening! He is very talented to carry all these roles for our local panto!  
Jenny Sanders and John Griffiths made excellent police ð Jenny had some great lines 
and John just took every opportunity to over-act as the Sweeney and Kojak ð still 
waiting for him to sing!  


