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THIRSTY The ThlrSty
1 ’?\ Farmer

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ

=T Telephone: 01404 822287

RS "‘;ﬁ www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk
FARMER A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD
WHIMPLE QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE.

OPENING HOURS

MONDAYS: BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT
DRINKS ONLY 510pm

TUESDAYS: Exe Valley PIZZA Co Van at The Farmer from 5pm.
Preorder to take away or very welcome to eat in our bar
Open 5-10pm for DRINKS

WEDNESDAYS: DRINKS ONLY 5PM TILL 10PM

THURSDAYS: STEAK NIGHT!
FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.308.30pm
DRINKS 122.30pm and 511pm

FRIDAYS: CHARITY COFFEE/TEA & CAKE MORNING from 9am
FOLLOWED BY BRUNCH/LUNCH-OOD 9am-2.00pm
DINNER 5.3G68.30pm
DRINKS 9am-11.00pm

SATURDAYS: BREAKFAST/BRUNCH/LUNCH 10.30a&100pm
DINNER: 5.308.30pm
DRINKS 10.30am-11.00pm

SUNDAYS: SUNDAY ROASTS AND FRMERS TABLE2-5.30pm
DRINKS 128pm

Normal menu available THURSSAT12-2.30pm/5.30-8.30pm
SUN 125.30pm

NO QUIZ NIGHT IN JANUARY
NEXT BIG QUIZ, SUNDAY FEB 19th

Please book as it will be a busy one....

Band Nights 9pm:Jan 27th:New Heroes, Feb 24th:K2
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EDITORIAL BY SARAH THACKERAY

Hi everyone, and a slightly belated Happy New Year

I hope this edition of the Whimple News finds you in good health, as we begin
2023. There are so many bugs and nasty illnesses around so, with my Healt
Practitioner hat on, | 6d i ke t o en
nourishing food, fresh air and daily exercise. Also, do look in on your neighbours
and vulnerable members of our community, who might be struggling at this time of

year . How about going to the next So
keep warm and have a hearty lunch. The next one is on Saturday 25th February.
I must say that food is never far fro

BIG THANK YOQOU to Jessica Knee and Jo WalroSdhith for organising and hosting
a really successful Community Lunch at the village hall on Christmas Day. What
wonder ful village activity, that | &m
annual event. The Hall committee kindly donated the use of the hall too, so thank
you to all involved. (see page 10) | might add that, as my cooker decided to pack up
on Christmas Eve, they nearly had a few extra guests!! But, with a bit of creativit
(and fast running with roast potatoes & parsnips to another fan oven down the
road!') we managed. Phew!

After a couple of years absence, it was wonderful to see the return of the Whimple

Wassai l on 6This Ol d Twelvey Nighto.
real delight to welcome this fascinating, noisy, musical, symbolic (and dare | sa
boozy?) celebration. With such a gooc

and truly dismissed, so we should get a great apple crop this year. Check out the
photos and feedback on pages 30 and 31.

From a longheld tradition to a brandnew village venture, | am delighted to give a
big shout out to WHIMPLE FEST 2023. This new community day is being held ol
SATURDAY JULY 8th. It has Community, Sustainability and Arts at its core. See pa
9 for more details and how YOU can g
stall, promote your skill, sell your products, donate a prize, or volunteer with
practical handson help. This looks like being a fabulous fun filled day!

On page 38 6Just Ten Questionsd this
with her thoughts on farming today, her love of Whimple and, of course, those
special reindeer.

Other articles which might tickle your tastebuds (you see | do have food on the
brain??) are Whimple Weather p15, The Community Theatre on pages 22 and 23
and lots of dates for your diary. No need to be bored in 2023.

It is with great sadness that the village will be saying farewell to Donna and Marc
Slater and their family after many years at The Thirsty Farmer. | know | speak c
behalf of everyone who has frequented the pub that they have felt truly welcomed,
superbly fed, entertained and cared for by them and all their team. Cosy drinks
around the fire, summer evenings in the garden, band nights, quizzes, specic
events, local group meetings, coffee mornings, Saturday breakfasts and charit
fundraisers are just some of the delights they have providddonna and Marc, we

wish you the very best of luck in your new adventures. You will be very missed.

I 6m off for a little snack and a cup|
snuggle down with this edition. 3



KILN-DRIED HARDWOOD LOGS

IDEAL FOR OPEN FIRES AND WOODBURNING STOVES

Beech - Birch - Ash - Sycamore - Oak - etc
Free sticks with every load

For Helpful Advice and Prompt Deliveries
Telephone Exmouth (01395) 277242

PAYMENT PLAN o oo
G ed

3,6,9 or 12 months ]| o JEZT?w A e

THE EASY WAY SR genuine S0

TO PAY ="

produced

workmg in IHp%rtnershlp wnth most of the Iealzl?ng estate agenc¥es

+Slating *Tiling *Flat roofing *Fibreglass flat roofs *Chimneys/ Fr==

Leadwork *Turnerized slate roofs Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards

* Storm damage/insurance work *All grant work undertaken

*Insurance backed guarantees *Full public liability insurance
*Free written quotations *All work guaranteed

Ckvsnc - - _
VELUX- [JGr i @ R Redland

ROOFING SYSTE MS




What ds On I n Whimpl e

FEBRUARY
5th Winter nets start at The Cricket Club for all levels
14th WI Meeting, Estate Manager Gittisham Estate 2pm in the Hub
16th, 17th, 18th The Real Inspector Hound (comic play). Talaton Hall. (p22)
18th Comedy Night at The Hall with Fitz Of Giggles
19th Big Quiz-Thirsty Farmer. Booking essential.

24th History Society talk In the Victory Hall at 7.30pmBarry Hamblin: Operation
Black Buck: The Vulcan Bomber raids in the Falklands

24th Live Music in the Thirsty Farmer with K2
25th Soup n Sarnie in The Hall

MARCH

4th The Whimpletons Murder Mystery Night with a Chilli meal. (p16)
14th WI Meeting, Pudding tasting, quiz, photo comp 2pm in the Hub
23rd, 24th, 25th March: Rats The Musical (p23)

31st History Society AGM in the Hall at 7.30 followed by Bryan Short talking about
The History of Coinage

APRIL
11th WI Meeting, B&Bs in S W America 2pm in the Hub.

Comedy at Whimple Village
4 Hall!

4

} 18 Feb, 20:00

We are delighted to be bringing comedy back to

F I I Z O F the Village, hosted by Fitz who you may have
met before... Doors at 7.00pm for an 8.00pm
GIGGLES

oY 0 I R LD B

Tickets available from:
https:/ww.fitzofgiggles.com/events/comedyatwhimplewvillagehall3
5



WHIMPLE STORES ==

Happy 2023 to all of our Customers.

As | write, we are putting the last bits and pieces of the Post Office away ready fi
collection by Post Office Ltd. We are truly sorry that the closure of the Whimple
Post Office counter will have an impact on our customers but we could not
continue to subsidise its operation out of the Stores funds, particularly when th
cost of electricity for fridges, freezers and lights has trebled with more increase
expected in April.

We have leased a machine from Payzone that replicates most of the bill paymer
council tax payment, and electric topp functions that were available at the Post
Office. We are selling the main types of stamps and we are providing cas
withdrawals. In the future, we hope to provide a parcel drop off and collection
service.

We can also provide a cash deposit service with the money transfer taking plac
within 24 hours.

Our attention can now go onto making further improvements to the Stores,
increasing certain food and drink ranges and potentially installing a dedicated drink
fridge. Keep an eye out for changes.

We had our second Christmas here in Whimple and have been truly touched by th
number of greeting cards we received from our customers as well as some gifts. Tt
has sealed the welcome we received from the Whimple village a year ago and w
feel we are now a true part of this wonderful community.

At the Christmas Carol service, we decided to open and serve mulled wine and h
chocolate with 50% of the takings going to the Dementia UK Charity. We thought
that we would serve around 20 cups. We ended up selling 80 mulled wine anc
chocolate drinks but ran out of the mulled wine towards the end of the queue. Sorn
to those who missed the wine, we will increase the stock for next year.

We are trialling taking a regular milk supply from Oak Park Dairy (who advertises
this publication) which will complement the regular milk we receive from West
Country Milk (Freshways).

Oak Park Dairy milk and cream products are rich and smooth and have a distinctiv
flavour probably generated from the absence of higlblume processing. The milk
and cream sells in returnable glass bottles (deposit required) and costs more thi
standard milk but is well worth it. We will have samples available for you to tast
before committing.

We like to stock ranges of foods to celebrate key calendar events such as Chine
New Year, Val entineds Day, Easter, \
window to give a hint about what is coming. It is worth having a look at the window
to see if you want to try out something different for dinner.

Please try to shop local wherever possible. Despite shortages elsewhere, we have
good supply of eggs thanks to our local suppliers.
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We have a range of fresh vegetables and we have a lot of products at similar price
to the main supermarkets. All this with the added benefit of zero car miles, fre
parking, a joke or two and a quick chat about almost anything!

Finally, we would like to thank everyone for the generous donations made to ou
charity collection boxes on the counter, for buying the Whimple Primary School
Cards with over £300 raised in 2022 and for buying our other charity greetings
cards raising £68.

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and the Team

The Sguare
Whimple
EXS 2SN

O1404
S22316

STQRE5

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and Team welcome you to
our Stores and Coffee Shop for fresh Devon
bread, milk, and eggs, frozen, fresh and canned
produce, cards, stamps, stationery and more.
We also provwvide bill payment facilities, electricity
top-up and cash withdrawals.

———

Mondays to Fridays 08:00to 18:00
Saturdays and Sundays 09:00to 12:00
Public Holidays 08:00to 12:00

WHIMPLE FRONT

ROW CLUB The Wi of the

6spot t h

Look out for details of our next film || competition in the
last issue was:

With complimentary snacks, BYO Drinks| | Josh Denton|
and ice cream available in the interval.

1”4

Well done Josh!




DAN PLANK

Master

Thatcher

T: 01404 823081
W EiM: 07881 942516
daniel.plank@yahoo.com
djpmasterthatcher.co.uk

See our new website: slackmaglrdle.net
Find us on Facebook
for more details or to contact us:
01404 823083 empal1@icloud.com
New look, same great band!

Maths & Physics
Online Tutoring

GCSE & A-Level

Personal coaching to suit your needs,
with experienced mathematician.
Member of the Tutor's Association.

Daytime/ Evening/ Saturdays.

For more information please see my website:
robertpooleymaths.co.uk

Robert Pooley 01404 822333
robertpooleymaths@gmail.com
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Alf Butler

01404

A fully insured
regi stered Co
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Community
Sustainability

Whimple Fest

WHI MPLE FEST 2023
SATURDAY 8t h1 22 UNOXON. 30pm
WHI MPLE PARI SH FI ELD

SAVE THE DBAIVE THE DSRMMVEE THE DATE

the date in your diaries for EC€dinmureix

u
rts, and Suastt aitnsalciolriet,y we are sure that

t
t

>T

There wil| be 6 Zones to explore:
1 ARTS & CRABPPSQUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCTS t

1T CHI LDRENBEA- BUBBLE MAN, FACE PAI NTS,
ACTI VI TI ES, REMOTE @GONTROLsCAaBRBe fun.

T FOOD & REFRESHBWERNTSPROSECCO BAR, BBQ,
| CE CREAMS & mor e

T MUSI-AWI DE VARIETY OF LI VE MUSI C ACTS
RURAL SK-IALIRANGIE LOCAL ARTI SAN DI SPLAY!
T WELLBEI-NBERAPI STS, DEQMONSS SEMH ,NIADVI CE,

=

PLUSRAFFLEFUN RUSTALLENTERTAI NMBMT much

Pl anning is vwel® icdedteai nlay .  not t.oodlel ladee t
from you We especially need assistance
have the skills? Al so, with events |ike t
you would |Iike to be involved i n oree daoefadi
up to Whimple Fest, eerthbBBgsSsuphgl earihg «
TOUCH Contact: sue.turnerl@sky.com

WHI MPLE FEQ® .20 3GOI NG TO BE A CF



Community Christmas Meal
Thank You

| am an 84year old single male who lives in the Square |,
Whimple. As a result of being informed of this event by a
good friend of mine,Linda, my exwife.

| contacted Jessica and reserved myself a seat. | arrived soon afterdaidand was
warmly welcomed by Jo. | could see that the committee room in the Victory Hall
had been nicely preparedor persons to sit at decorated places.

When the meal was displayed there was every item plus for eating. Nothing hac
been forgotten. | was assisted to select my meal and | was very pleased with m
meal, which wasfollowed by a choice of sweets.

Jo WalrondSmith and Jessica Knee, together with their helpers, are to be praise
and sincerely thanked for preparing this worthy event. They also made specie
home deliveries to those who could not attend. In addition, there were those who
came and collected their meals.

It was said by Jo that they hoped to repeat it again in 2023. This clearly indicates th
caring attitude of many who live here.

David E. Ambrose FamilyMotto 61 n Heaven | s Al My T

ODELL PLUMBI NG & |

jasonodel | . pl umb irnggiC

07974 818833

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OI L
BOILER SERVI CE, REPAI R & E

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
UNVENTED HOT WATER S b

UNDERFLOOR HEATI NG|
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Order at

www.courtneys.online
FREE delivery to also available at:
your door Whimple Cricket Club,
Whimple Stores and The Thirsty Farmer
'Whimple's very own drinks producer’ Scan me
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The Mural in Whimple Church

VOL. IV, P7. 2.
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About four years ago a black and white image came to light in the Heritage Centre
a copy of a painting which had reputably existed at one point in Whimple Church.
This isnot as surprising as it mi ght
few people could read, it was common practice to paint images of saints on Churct
walls as a teaching aid and example of how ordinary human beings could striv
towards exceptional virtue. These images were commissioned from travelling artis
who worked to a pattern usually using cheap, locally available clay pigments.

The image shows St Christopher carrying Christ across the river. He was
particularly popular saint and was typically placed opposite the south door so tha
he would be seen by anyone entering the church. This was important becaus
seeing St Christopher was believed to protect a traveller from the likelihood of ¢
sudden and therefore unshriven death that day; a possibility much feared durin
medieval times. St Christopher was also especially popular in rural areas, among
manual labourers, because his act clearly suggests that physical effort can, in its
be valuable in the service of Christ. The two figures at the bottom, whose names al
now unknown, are believed to be the donors of the mural.

I't isndt easy to determine the date i
from around 1400 when the church was built to 1540 when the effects of the
Reformation meant that wall painting began to disappear. The design of the mural

based on a woodcut imported from Germany in 1423 and thereafter widely copied
within the UK. The style of clothing, hair and the presence of the ships and mermai
in the design all take us towards the end of the fifteenth century therefore 150C(
would seem a reasonable suggestion.

The mural was likely hidden under plaster and largely forgotten during the
Reformation. We do know that Whimple Church and many other parish churches
nearby suffered the destruction of their Catholic images by the new Protestan
movement. If you take a look at the remains of our Rood Screen near the be

tower, you can see how the saints wer
8 an act that was peculiar to English iconoclasm.
I n 1845, when St Maryds was extended,

original north wall removed. It was at this point that the mural came to light. Rathe
than allowing it to disappear completely, John Hayward, the diocesan architect
copied the mural showing how it was placed between the two windows.
Apparently, there was also an image of St George between the next pair of window
but it had deteriorated beyond the po
Col William Harding, fortuitously included the painting in the Exeter Diocesian
Ar chi t ect u frankacti&ga domy tofywdish was found discarded on the
floor of a barn in 1940 and sent to the sister of the vicar of Whimple Church. We
were able to find this in the Rectory and finally we had a coloured reproduction of
the medieval mural.

A copy now hangs appropriately on the wall opposite the south door. It is amazing
to think how much luck was involved in enabling its recovery. If you do go along to
have a look d there are some curiosities | would love to answer. Why are the
windmi | | sails in that position? Wh ¢
doing? Why does the male donor have a black thumb?

Louise Walmsley 13



Chi- Uilibrium Learn to live a balanced life
qO CIC N NONCN )

and let your energy flow with
Chi [chee] noun: the circulating life energy

Equilibrium [ek.w:'lib.ri.sm] noun: a state of balance Reiki Healing

Reiki may help you with 1 h?ur sessm_n £45
- 30 minute session £25

-~ Stress . -

® Anxiety Distance Reiki £20

@ Being overwhelmed (please allow an extra 15 mins for consultation)

@ Chakra balancing

© Pain management Reiki is a Japanese healing system that is safe and natural.

@ Spiritual connection By using a hands-on technique, the Practitioner channels

@ Relaxation universal energy to help restore physical and emotional well-being.

- . Reiki can help adults, children and even pets.
Reiki may assist the

body’s natural healing
processes, developing

Kerry Powell is a fully insured Reiki Practitioner
trained in The Usui Shiki Ryoho System. DBS

checked and is an Accredited Therapist with IPHM
(International Practitioners of Holistic Medicine).

Contact Kerry: 07791 171821
kerry@chi-quilibrium.com
www.chi-quilibrium.com 'i @
40 Slewton Crescent, Whimple, EX5 2QA

your emotional, mental
and spiritual well-being
and can complement
and increase other
forms of healing.

« Water pump e )
- supplies D P P S }
- repairs

. installartion . 07738 470274
- fault diagnostic

\

/

Friendly, professional

« Private water supplies Whimple-based service
e Filtration ChflS@dppS.Uk
« General domestic plumbing www.dpps.uk

Devon Pump & Plumbing Services
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A Window on Whi djovemliesDeddtmeert2628 r

Anot her year has whistled by for Whim

Slewton Crescent Weather Station:https://bit.ly/35qwR9K
Cobden Lane Weather Station:  https://bit.ly/3bt3FTf

A Live and historical data sets are available for each station, through the links, abov

After the record dry and warm summer and then fairly dry weather continuing int
September and an exceptionally warm October, all changed at the end of the ye
with a very wet November and very cold start to December.

November & This month was exceptionally wet, with over 200mm of rain, more tha
twice the average. A series of low pressures moved in on brisk soutbsterly winds

with peak gusts on the 7th, when some minor damage was reported in the villag
mainly to trees. The first two weeks were also very mild, especially on the 13th witt
balmy 17.3C, before temperatures fell back to nearer normal levels. The only frost
the month at-1.8°C was early on the 19th before it turned very unsettled again, wit
flooding on the 21st as over an inch of rain fell that morning when a deep low crosse
from the west Pressure rose strongly in the last two days of the month heralding
move to winter.

December 8 Temperatures this month were more than°® colder than November,
with the first 17 days unusually cold. Sadly precious little snow fell, apart from a sn
amount on the 10th , and the coldest temperatures for more than 10 years reachec
bitter -8.2C at dawn on the 16th . Early on the 17th a bit of treacherous rain froze c
pavements, until the easterly and northerly winds suddenly switched on the 18th ba
to southerly allowing much milder weather to arrivé but also rain. The 19th was a
very wet and windy day, but at least it was comfortably mild. It stayed unsettled ai
mild through to Christmas, with some rain every day for the rest of the month. At lee
Boxing Day was mostly dry and sunng perfect for a walk around the village or
further afield, and it stayed dry in

apgyyet day. November Date December  |Date

Warmest Day |17.3°C 13/11/2022 13.9°C 19/12/2022
Coolest Night  [-1.8 °C 19/11/2022 8.2°C 16/12/2022
Windiest 24hrs [52.6 km/h 07/11/2022 36.0 km/h 19/12/2022
Wettest 24hrs  |27.7 mm 21/11/2022 17.0 mm 19/12/2022
Av. Maximum |13.3°C N/A 8.3°C N/A

Av. Minimum 6.5°C N/A 1.2°C N/A

Total Rain 204.2 mm N/A 99.0 mm N/A

Total Sunshine |53.3 kWh/kW |120.3% of Av. |35.3 kWh/kW |113.3% of Av.

Note: Wind data is from Cobden Lane, while other data is from Slewton Crescent.
Phil Dominy and David Brewer
Please send any comments/questions to dominypr@hotmail.com
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THE WHIMPLETONS PROUDLY PRESENT -
FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY....

A MURDER MYSTERY CHARITY NIGHT

MURDEDR
LYJAZZ!

SATURDAY MARCH 4th

Whimple Victory Hall. Doors open 6.45 / 7.30 start

Tickets £8 to include a Chilli (vegan option).
Bar available. Teams of 6.

Tickets from Whimple Stores 10th Feb onwards
All profits to the Ubuntu Wildlife Trust
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http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk

The key to your futue peace of wuino

Marsh Barton
01392 277467

Units 1,2 & 6 The Space Place
Alphin Brook Road

Sidwell Street
01392 217328

131 Sidwell Street
Exeter

(South West) Ltd.
MASTER LOCKSMITHS
EST 1974

Marsh Barton
Exeter EX2 8RG

EX4 6RY

email: sales@guardiansecuritysw.co.uk

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk
JRSNSUSE KEYS
N A

) by N
CAR KEYS ; Bcc:ﬁ

MOBILE

ONMONGERY

SECURITY SYSTEMS

Your local wireless security system experts

“LESS MESS LESS FUSS!”

» Serving the South West since 1997
* SSAIB registered installers
* Bespoke system surveys by engineers
« Installation, servicing and system upgrades
* Only the best quality products used

* A local, friendly service you can trust

“DON’T WAIT TILL IT’S TOO LATE!”

CALL US TODAY ON: 01392 487032
www.ellardsecurity.co.uk

LOCKSMITH

e SAFES

(), ) ABLOY
) AUTHORISED

e Sales, ... .e Repairs

o §@W[@umg

Andrew has over 20 years experience
in the garden machinery industry.
Previously at Otter Nurseries & more
recently at P.J.Flegg.

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN MACHINERY NEEDS
CALL ANDREW TODAY

01404 823100/07773 579072

Moorview Industrial Estate Straightway
Head Whimple Devon. EX5 2QT
Email: lambhillgardenmachinery@hotmail.co.uk




() .
...’ 833’5 Puppy Raising 2023

With the start of the New Year comes the first days of new beginnings, nev
adventures and new experiences. This year, why not do something really specie
When we say volunteering for Guide D
about the people wedl|l support Youdodl
knew you had and have amazing exper.
anywhere else.

There are around 2 million people living with sight loss in the UK. Guide Dogs, a-Uk
wide charity with a community team based in Exeter, supports people with a visue
impairment to maintain their independence and live the life they choose. There are
lots of different services on offer, ranging from volunteéad services such as My
Sighted Guide through to the support for children and young people, access tc
technology, and the iconic guide dog service.

This year, we are urgently appealing for new volunteers to sign up as Puppy Raise
This means looking after future guide dogs for the first year of their lives, socialisir
them and giving them a | oving home.
support and training on offer, plus you will meet lots of new people in your area
who are also raising pups.

Many of you may think saying goodbye to your pup would be too difficult, but our
volunteers say nothing beats the rewarding feeling of knowing you have played

huge part in changing someoneds |ife.
to the first dog he fostered:

OWe were really attached to the first
her with her owner and that makes it all worthwhile. We went to our local centre
and Carli came to greet us but i mmedi
6l dve got a job to dod. Car |l i has gi:
and |ive a full l'ife.o

Somet i mes, the first step can feel d

Dogs, our welcoming and supportive family of both staff and volunteers are walking
alongside you throughout.

Start volunteering at: www.guidedogs.org.uk/howou-canhelp/volunteeringfor-
guide-dogs




Christmas Eve Carols In The Square

It was difficult to know how many people would turn out
on Christmas Eve, after the gap, but | needn’t have
worried! What a great turn-out. Best guess, 200 people
with our band of 8.

Great idea from Whimple Stores, to sell hot drinks, with
2 of the proceeds going to Dementia UK, our charity for
this year. The shop contributed £88 to our collection,
which, along with online donations and gift-aid, made
£458.44. The highest ever.

If you still have a carol booklet, please can you return it
to the shop, we seem to lose a few each year,
unfortunately.

It would be great to have more musicians next year...
Emma Palmer
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