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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

 

 

 

  

 OPENING HOURS  

MONDAYS:   BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT 

    DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm 

TUESDAYS:    Exe Valley PIZZA Co Van at The Farmer from 5pm. 
    Pre-order to take away or very welcome to eat in  our bar 
    Open  5-10pm  for DRINKS 

WEDNESDAYS: DRINKS ONLY 5PM TILL 10PM 
 

THURSDAYS:   STEAK NIGHT! 
    FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-8.30pm      
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

FRIDAYS:    CHARITY COFFEE/TEA & CAKE MORNING  from 9am 

    FOLLOWED BY BRUNCH/LUNCH FOOD 9am-2.00pm  
    DINNER   5.30-8.30pm  
    DRINKS 9am -11.00pm    

SATURDAYS:   BREAKFAST/BRUNCH/LUNCH 10.30am-2.00pm  
     DINNER: 5.30-8.30pm 
    DRINKS 10.30am - 11.00pm 

SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ROASTS AND FARMERS TABLE 12-5.30pm  
    DRINKS 12-8pm 

Normal menu available: THURS-SAT 12-2.30pm/5.30-8.30pm  
        SUN 12-5.30pm 

    

NO QUIZ NIGHT IN JANUARY 

NEXT BIG QUIZ, SUNDAY FEB 19th.  

Please book as it will be a busy one.... 

Band Nights 9pm: Jan 27th: New Heroes, Feb 24th: K2 

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD  

QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 
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EDITORIAL BY SARAH THACKERAY 
Hi everyone, and a slightly belated Happy New Year 

I hope this edition of the Whimple News finds you in good health, as we begin 
2023.  There are so many bugs and nasty illnesses around so, with my Health 
Practitioner hat on, Iõd like to encourage you to look after yourselves with 
nourishing food, fresh air and daily exercise. Also, do look in on your neighbours 
and vulnerable members of our community, who might be struggling at this time of 
year. How about going to the next SoupõnõSarnie? Itõs a perfect way to socialise, 
keep warm and have a hearty lunch. The next one is on Saturday 25th February. 

I must say that food is never far from my thoughts so, on that note, Iõd like to say a 
BIG THANK YOU to Jessica Knee and Jo Walrond-Smith for organising and hosting 
a really successful Community Lunch at the village hall on Christmas Day. What a 
wonderful village activity, that Iõm sure, with willing volunteers, would be a welcome 
annual event. The Hall committee kindly donated the use of the hall too, so thank 
you to all involved. (see page 10) I might add that, as my cooker decided to pack up 
on Christmas Eve, they nearly had a few extra guests!! But, with a bit of creativity 
(and fast running with roast potatoes & parsnips to another fan oven down the 
road!!) we managed. Phew! 

After a couple of years absence, it was wonderful to see the return of the Whimple 
Wassail on ôThis Old Twelvey Nightõ. As a newcomer to this village tradition, it is a 
real delight to welcome this fascinating, noisy, musical, symbolic (and dare I say 
boozy?) celebration. With such a good turnout Iõm sure the bad spirits were well 
and truly dismissed, so we should get a great apple crop this year. Check out the 
photos and feedback on pages 30 and 31. 

From a long-held tradition to a brand-new village venture, I am delighted to give a 
big shout out to WHIMPLE FEST 2023. This new community day is being held on 
SATURDAY JULY 8th. It has Community, Sustainability and Arts at its core. See page 
9 for more details and how YOU can get involved. Whether youõd like to have a 
stall, promote your skill, sell your products, donate a prize, or volunteer with 
practical hands-on help. This looks like being a fabulous fun filled day! 

On page 38 ôJust Ten Questionsõ this time features Helen Bowker of Cotley Farm, 
with her thoughts on farming today, her love of Whimple and, of course, those 
special reindeer.  

Other articles which might tickle your tastebuds (you see I do have food on the 
brain??) are Whimple Weather p15, The Community Theatre on pages 22 and 23, 
and lots of dates for your diary. No need to be bored in 2023. 

It is with great sadness that the village will be saying farewell to Donna and Marc 
Slater and their family after many years at The Thirsty Farmer. I know I speak on 
behalf of everyone who has frequented the pub that they have felt truly welcomed, 
superbly fed, entertained and cared for by them and all their team. Cosy drinks 
around the fire, summer evenings in the garden, band nights, quizzes, special 
events, local group meetings, coffee mornings, Saturday breakfasts and charity 
fundraisers are just some of the delights they have provided. Donna and Marc, we 
wish you the very best of luck in your new adventures.  You will be very  missed. 

Iõm off for a little snack and a cuppa now, so why not make yourself one too and 
snuggle down with this edition. 
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Whatõs On In Whimple 
 

FEBRUARY 
  5th Winter nets start at The Cricket Club for all levels 

14th WI Meeting, Estate Manager Gittisham Estate 2pm in the Hub 

16th, 17th, 18th The Real Inspector Hound (comic play). Talaton Hall. (p22) 

18th Comedy Night at The Hall with Fitz Of Giggles  

19th Big Quiz - Thirsty Farmer. Booking essential. 

24th History Society talk In the Victory Hall at 7.30pm - Barry Hamblin:  Operation 
Black Buck: The Vulcan Bomber raids in the Falklands 

24th Live Music in the Thirsty Farmer with K2 

25th Soup n Sarnie in The Hall 
 

MARCH 

  4th The Whimpletons Murder Mystery Night with a Chilli meal. (p16) 

14th WI Meeting, Pudding tasting, quiz, photo comp 2pm in the Hub 

23rd, 24th, 25th March: Rats The Musical (p23) 

31st History Society AGM in the Hall at 7.30 followed by Bryan Short talking about 
The History of Coinage 

 

APRIL 
11th WI Meeting, B&Bs in S W America 2pm in the Hub. 

Tickets available from: 

https://www.fitzofgiggles.com/events/comedy-at-whimple-village-hall-3 
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Happy 2023 to all of our Customers. 

As I write, we are putting the last bits and pieces of the Post Office away ready for 
collection by Post Office Ltd. We are truly sorry that the closure of the Whimple 
Post Office counter will have an impact on our customers but we could not 
continue to subsidise its operation out of the Stores funds, particularly when the 
cost of electricity for fridges, freezers and lights has trebled with more increases 
expected in April. 

We have leased a machine from Payzone that replicates most of the bill payment, 
council tax payment, and electric top-up functions that were available at the Post 
Office. We are selling the main types of stamps and we are providing cash 
withdrawals. In the future, we hope to provide a parcel drop off and collection 
service. 

We can also provide a cash deposit service with the money transfer taking place 
within 24 hours. 

Our attention can now go onto making further improvements to the Stores, 
increasing certain food and drink ranges and potentially installing a dedicated drinks 
fridge. Keep an eye out for changes. 

We had our second Christmas here in Whimple and have been truly touched by the 
number of greeting cards we received from our customers as well as some gifts. This 
has sealed the welcome we received from the Whimple village a year ago and we 
feel we are now a true part of this wonderful community. 

At the Christmas Carol service, we decided to open and serve mulled wine and hot 
chocolate with 50% of the takings going to the Dementia UK Charity. We thought 
that we would serve around 20 cups. We ended up selling 80 mulled wine and 
chocolate drinks but ran out of the mulled wine towards the end of the queue. Sorry 
to those who missed the wine, we will increase the stock for next year. 

We are trialling taking a regular milk supply from Oak Park Dairy (who advertises in 
this publication) which will complement the regular milk we receive from West 
Country Milk (Freshways).  

Oak Park Dairy milk and cream products are rich and smooth and have a distinctive 
flavour probably generated from the absence of high-volume processing. The milk 
and cream sells in returnable glass bottles (deposit required) and costs more than 
standard milk but is well worth it. We will have samples available for you to taste 
before committing. 

We like to stock ranges of foods to celebrate key calendar events such as Chinese 
New Year, Valentineõs Day, Easter, Mothering Sunday etc and usually dress our 
window to give a hint about what is coming. It is worth having a look at the window 
to see if you want to try out something different for dinner. 

Please try to shop local wherever possible. Despite shortages elsewhere, we have a 
good supply of eggs thanks to our local suppliers.  
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Look out for details of our next film 
 

With complimentary snacks, BYO Drinks 
and ice cream available in the interval. 

We have a range of fresh vegetables and we have a lot of products at similar prices 
to the main supermarkets. All this with the added benefit of zero car miles, free 
parking, a joke or two and a quick chat about almost anything! 

Finally, we would like to thank everyone for the generous donations made to our 
charity collection boxes on the counter, for buying the Whimple Primary School 
Cards with over £300 raised in 2022 and for buying our other charity greetings 
cards raising £68. 

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and the Team 

 

 

 

The winner of the 
ôspot the Santaõ 
competition in the 
last issue was: 

Josh Denton 
Well done Josh! 
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 Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 

 
Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
òAll your chimney needsó 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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WHIMPLE FEST 2023        

SATURDAY 8th JULY  12 NOON - 5.30pm 

WHIMPLE PARISH FIELD 

 

SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE    SAVE THE DATE    

 

Put the date in your diaries for this exciting and new village event. With Community, 
Arts, and Sustainability at its core, we are sure that it will be a great day out for ALL  

 

There will be 6 Zones to explore: 

¶ ARTS & CRAFTS - TOP QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCTS to browse & buy 

¶ CHILDRENSô AREA - BUBBLE MAN, FACE PAINTS, GIANT GAMES, 
ACTIVITIES, REMOTE CONTROL CARS  and lots more fun. 

¶ FOOD & REFRESHMENTS - BAR, PROSECCO BAR, BBQ, TEA TENT, PIZZA 
ICE CREAMS & more 

¶ MUSIC -  A WIDE VARIETY OF LIVE MUSIC ACTS throughout the afternoon 

¶ RURAL SKILLS - A RANGE of LOCAL ARTISAN DISPLAYS & PRODUCTS 

¶ WELLBEING - THERAPISTS, DEMOS, MINI-CLASSES, ADVICE, PRODUCTS  

 

PLUS     RAFFLE      FUN RUN      STALLS     ENTERTAINMENT é..and much more 

 

Planning is well under way, but itôs certainly not too late to get involved. Weôd love to hear 
from you. We especially need assistance with online marketing and promotion. Do you 
have the skills? Also, with events like these, the more hands on board the merrier. So, if 
you would like to be involved in one of the zones, or can spare a few hours -  e.g.  leading 
up to Whimple Fest, setting up/clearing up,  or assisting on the day, THEN DO GET IN 
TOUCH. Contact: sue.turner1@sky.com 

 

WHIMPLE FEST 2023 éé..  ITôS GOING TO BE A CRACKER!! 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 

Community Christmas Meal  
Thank You 

 

I am an 84year old single male who lives in the Square , 
Whimple. As a result of being informed of this event by a 
good friend of mine, Linda, my ex-wife. 

I contacted Jessica and reserved myself a seat. I arrived soon after mid-day and was 
warmly welcomed by Jo. I could see that the committee room in the Victory Hall 
had been nicely prepared for persons to sit at decorated places.  

When the meal was displayed there was every item plus for eating. Nothing had 
been forgotten. I was assisted to select my meal and I was very pleased with my 
meal, which was  followed by a choice of sweets. 

Jo Walrond-Smith and Jessica Knee, together with their helpers, are to be praised 
and sincerely thanked for preparing this worthy event. They also made special 
home deliveries to those who could not attend. In addition, there were those who 
came and collected their meals. 

It was said by Jo that they hoped to repeat it again in 2023. This clearly indicates the 
caring attitude of many who live here. 

David E. Ambrose      Family Motto  ôIn Heaven Is All My Trustõ.   
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The Mural in Whimple Church 
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About four years ago a black and white image came to light in the Heritage Centre; 
a copy of a painting which had reputably existed at one point in Whimple Church. 
This isnõt as surprising as it might seem as, during the medieval period when very 
few people could read, it was common practice to paint images of saints on Church 
walls as a teaching aid and example of how ordinary human beings could strive 
towards exceptional virtue. These images were commissioned from travelling artists 
who worked to a pattern usually using cheap, locally available clay pigments. 

The image shows St Christopher carrying Christ across the river. He was a 
particularly popular saint and was typically placed opposite the south door so that 
he would be seen by anyone entering the church. This was important because 
seeing St Christopher was believed to protect a traveller from the likelihood of a 
sudden and therefore unshriven death that day; a possibility much feared during 
medieval times. St Christopher was also especially popular in rural areas, amongst 
manual labourers, because his act clearly suggests that physical effort can, in itself, 
be valuable in the service of Christ. The two figures at the bottom, whose names are 
now unknown, are believed to be the donors of the mural. 

It isnõt easy to determine the date it was painted. The range of feasible dates extend 
from around 1400 when the church was built to 1540 when the effects of the 
Reformation meant that wall painting began to disappear. The design of the mural is 
based on a woodcut imported from Germany in 1423 and thereafter widely copied 
within the UK. The style of clothing, hair and the presence of the ships and mermaid 
in the design all take us towards the end of the fifteenth century therefore 1500 
would seem a reasonable suggestion. 

The mural was likely hidden under plaster and largely forgotten during the 
Reformation.  We do know that Whimple Church and many other parish churches 
nearby suffered the destruction of their Catholic images by the new Protestant 
movement.  If you take a look at the remains of our Rood Screen near the bell 
tower, you can see how the saints were ôdefacedõ rather than completely destroyed 
ð an act that was peculiar to English iconoclasm. 

In 1845, when St Maryõs was extended, a new south aisle was added and part of the 
original north wall removed. It was at this point that the mural came to light. Rather 
than allowing it to disappear completely, John Hayward, the diocesan architect, 
copied the mural showing how it was placed between the two windows. 
Apparently, there was also an image of St George between the next pair of windows 
but it had deteriorated beyond the possibility of useful copying. Haywardõs friend, Lt 
Col William Harding, fortuitously included the painting in the Exeter Diocesian 
Architectural Societyõs Transactions, a copy of which was found discarded on the 
floor of a barn in 1940 and sent to the sister of the vicar of Whimple Church. We 
were able to find this in the Rectory and finally we had a coloured reproduction of 
the medieval mural.  

A copy now hangs appropriately on the wall opposite the south door. It is amazing 
to think how much luck was involved in enabling its recovery. If you do go along to 
have a look ð there are some curiosities I would love to answer. Why are the 
windmill sails in that position?  What is the figure under St Christopherõs left elbow 
doing? Why does the male donor have a black thumb?  

Louise Walmsley  
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A Window on Whimpleõs Weather ð November/December 2022 
 

Another year has whistled by for Whimpleõs two weather stations, with lots to report. 

Slewton Crescent Weather Station: https://bit.ly/35qwR9K 
Cobden Lane Weather Station:      https://bit.ly/3bt3FTf 

A Live and historical data sets are available for each station, through the links, above. 

After the record dry and warm summer and then fairly dry weather continuing into 
September and an exceptionally warm October, all changed at the end of the year 
with a very wet November and very cold start to December. 

November ð This month was exceptionally wet, with over 200mm of rain, more than 
twice the average. A series of low pressures moved in on brisk south-westerly winds 
with peak gusts on the 7th, when some minor damage was reported in the village, 
mainly to trees.  The first two weeks were also very mild, especially on the 13th with a 
balmy 17.3°C, before temperatures fell back to nearer normal levels. The only frost of 
the month at -1.8°C was early on the 19th before it turned very unsettled again, with 
flooding on the 21st as over an inch of rain fell that morning when a deep low crossed 
from the west. Pressure rose strongly in the last two days of the month heralding a 
move to winter. 

December ð Temperatures this month were more than 5°C colder than November, 
with the first 17 days unusually cold. Sadly precious little snow fell, apart from a small 
amount on the 10th , and the coldest temperatures for more than 10 years reached a 
bitter -8.2C at dawn on the 16th . Early on the 17th a bit of treacherous rain froze on 
pavements, until the easterly and northerly winds suddenly switched on the 18th back 
to southerly allowing much milder weather to arrive ð but also rain. The 19th was a 
very wet and windy day, but at least it was comfortably mild. It stayed unsettled and 
mild through to Christmas, with some rain every day for the rest of the month. At least 
Boxing Day was mostly dry and sunny ð perfect for a walk around the village or 
further afield, and it stayed dry in The Square on New Yearõs Eve, after a rather dull 
and wet day. 

 
Note: Wind data is from Cobden Lane, while other data is from Slewton Crescent. 

Phil Dominy and David Brewer.  

Please send any comments/questions to dominypr@hotmail.com  

2022 November Date December Date 

Warmest Day 17.3 °C 13/11/2022  13.9 °C 19/12/2022  

Coolest Night -1.8 °C 19/11/2022  -8.2 °C 16/12/2022  

Windiest 24hrs 52.6 km/h 07/11/2022  36.0 km/h 19/12/2022  

Wettest 24hrs 27.7 mm 21/11/2022  17.0 mm 19/12/2022  

Av. Maximum 13.3 °C N/A  8.3 °C N/A  

Av. Minimum 6.5 °C N/A  1.2 °C N/A  

Total Rain 204.2 mm N/A  99.0 mm N/A  

Total Sunshine 53.3 kWh/kW 120.3% of Av. 35.3 kWh/kW 113.3% of Av. 
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Andy 
Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 

 
LƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƅŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

 

/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 

 

IŜƭŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ мΥолǇƳ ŀƴŘ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ уΦллǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ Iǳǘ ƛƴ ²ƘƛƳǇƭŜ 

 

ϻр Ǉŀȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻǊ мн ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ϻрп 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ - 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 

aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтфрс мотпфо 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  

www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 

{h¦¢I ²9{¢ 
t!55h/Y /!w9 

http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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Puppy Raising 2023 
 

With the start of the New Year comes the first days of new beginnings, new 
adventures and new experiences. This year, why not do something really special? 
When we say volunteering for Guide Dogs is life changing, weõre not just talking 
about the people weõll support. Youõll gain new skills; build confidence you never 
knew you had and have amazing experiences that you genuinely couldnõt find 
anywhere else.  

There are around 2 million people living with sight loss in the UK. Guide Dogs, a UK-
wide charity with a community team based in Exeter, supports people with a visual 
impairment to maintain their independence and live the life they choose. There are 
lots of different services on offer, ranging from volunteer-led services such as My 
Sighted Guide through to the support for children and young people, access to 
technology, and the iconic guide dog service. 

This year, we are urgently appealing for new volunteers to sign up as Puppy Raisers. 
This means looking after future guide dogs for the first year of their lives, socialising 
them and giving them a loving home. Itõs a hugely rewarding role with lots of 
support and training on offer, plus you will meet lots of new people in your area 
who are also raising pups.  

Many of you may think saying goodbye to your pup would be too difficult, but our 
volunteers say nothing beats the rewarding feeling of knowing you have played a 
huge part in changing someoneõs life. Terry describes the moment he said goodbye 
to the first dog he fostered:  

òWe were really attached to the first dog we fostered, Carli. However, we get to see 
her with her owner and that makes it all worthwhile. We went to our local centre 
and Carli came to greet us but immediately returned to her ownerõs side as if to say 
ôIõve got a job to doõ. Carli has given her owner the opportunity to go to university 
and live a full life.ó  

Sometimes, the first step can feel daunting, but if youõre volunteering with Guide 
Dogs, our welcoming and supportive family of both staff and volunteers are walking 
alongside you throughout. 

Start volunteering at: www.guidedogs.org.uk/how-you-can-help/volunteering-for-

guide-dogs   
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