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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
 

    

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 
SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

LIVE MUSIC DATES 
 

     19th October -  El Cojones 
  2nd November - 36FF 
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St Maryõs Church 
 Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  Celebration Service  
 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 
 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 
 4th Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut
 5th Sunday 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion 

WHATõS ON IN WHIMPLE 
 

October 
10th Christianity Explored Course, the Rectory, 7.30pm 
13th Hospicare Coffee Morning & Christmas Card Sale, Victory Hall,  

10.00am -12.00pm 
15th Victory Hall AGM in the Victory Hall Billiard Room at 7.00pm 
15th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
19th Whimple School Cake Stall, School Playground, 3.30pm 
20th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00 noon ð 1.30pm 

November 
  3rd Fireworks Night, Cricket Club, bar open 6pm, fireworks at 7.15pm 
17th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon ð 1.30pm 
19th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
24th Craft Fayre, Victory Hall, 1.00pm - 4.00pm 

December 
  2nd Advent Carol Service, Whimple Church, 6.30pm 
  7th Over 65õs Christmas Party, Victory Hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
  8th Orchard Harmony, St Mary's Church, time tbc 
  9th Christingle Service, Whimple Church, 3.00pm 
16th Christmas Celebration Service, Whimple Church, 11.00am 
17th School Christmas Fayre, Victory Hall, 2.00 - 3.20pm 
23rd Carol Service, Whimple Church, 6.30pm 
24th Midnight Communion, Whimple Church, 11.30pm 
25th  Christmas Day Service, Whimple Church, 11.00am 
 
 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability of 
venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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Ed the Ed 
I know that it is Autumn when it starts to get a little chilly in the morning on the bike ride 
to Ottery each day. Do you ever have ice cream headaches when you have eaten ice 
cream too quickly? I got one of those one morning at the end of Church Road, after 
cycling for about 5 minutes one very cold dayéthis is starting to get silly, I thought. If it 
got much colder, I had visions of my hands freezing to the handlebars, and having to be 
de-iced using a hairdryeréwhatever one of those is.  So I have laid up my Tour de France 
lycra all-in-one with reinforced gusset.  

I am delighted to include a broadside from Geoff Gardner on behalf of the Over 60õs 
who I had a pop at in the last editorial. It is pleasing to see that at least one of them can 
drag themselves away from their wild Bacchanalian pleasures to put pen to paper, wrap 
it round a brick and lob it though our window. If only they would stop mooning as their 
coaches leave the village. é..it is very difficult to put a name to a face, or whatever. But I 
would recognise some of those tattoos again.  

This edition has some very important information about changes to the arrangements at 
the Whimple Doctorõs surgery from 1st Octoberð it will be moving to an appointment-
based system, which I think will be a boon to the village.  

Donõt forget to support the Fireworks Evening, generously organised by Graham at the 
shop, on Saturday November 3rd. I understand that the fireworks will be ignited about 
7.15pm but the cricket club will be open for beverages from 6.00pm.  

I unfortunately missed the Cider with Roadies event on 27th September, but I hear it was 
a great success, so well done to Alan Smith of the History Society for all his hard wok on 
that. And a well deserved thanks and well done to Geoff Delves and his team for the 
Plan B evening at the cricket club on Saturday 29th Septemberé. great music as ever, 
and valuable funds for the cricket club.  

The current Mrs H and myself were recently sat one evening, waiting for the pigs trotters 
to come to the boil, listening to a folk music programme on the steam radio, presented 
by Mike Harding.  A name came through the ether, of one Jim Causley, who you will 
remember as the Whimple singer who made a CD (on sale in the Heritage Centre) and 
who kindly helped with the music at the last two Wassails. It was great to hear Mike 
Harding being very enthusiastic and full of praise for Jimõs second CD, so well done Jim. I 
hope that he will still be able to support the Wassail despite his growing fame! 

If you would like to submit an article, or comment on anything in the village, or in this 
issue, we would be delighted to receive it, either by leaving it at the Post Office, with Jim, 
Whimpleõs own Marco Pierre White of the gateaux (and of course, Alison the keen 
assistant following him round the kitchen with the power washer), or by semaphore flag 
to Bob ôwhere am I todayõ Scanlan on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by Monday 12th 
November. 

Donõt forget that the next issue will be the Christmas issue ð is that scary or what?, so let 
us know of any activities that need publicity in the village. Our aim to publish that edition 
by early December.  

This edition has the Over 65s Christmas Party Invitation, now being run for the first time 
by Ann Bowden who so bravely stepped into the void after Lucy Smith decided she 
wanted more time to go drinking and rock and roll. Good luck Ann and thanks !!  

Ed the Ed 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

 

Liberte                  HOLIDAYS                      
 

...Your French connection South of France:  

Long lazy sunny days in a beautiful French villa,  with communal 
pool right on the Mediterranean coast.  

Sleeps up to six and includes patio garden with barbecue. Satellite TV, 
washing machine, bike and roller-blade hire, wind surfing, kite surfing 
and sand sailing, as well as horse riding and go carting and on the edge 
of a nature reserve.  

Situated near all major airports (Flybe, Ryanair, Easyjet) and airport 
collection available. Auto train to Narbonne from Calais; 10 min drive 
from motorway. Prices from £70 p.p./during July and August (price based 
on 6 people sharing). Also countryside B & B available and assistance 
with house searches and relocation available. 

Please visit: www.liberteholidays.com  or phone Janine or Paul on 

00 -33 -468 -44 -12 -08  
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Whimple Post Office News 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Many of you may have already seen the ôBunches Brochuresõ that we now have 
available. We have had many requests for us to provide this service since the 
post office decided to withdraw their flowers by post. We have already placed 
several orders and the feedback has been very positive, the flowers are 
reasonably priced, (flowers from Ã9.99), and also include chocolates, teddies 
and birthday cakes. Orders can be placed at the post office, and payment is by 
cheque or cash. 

Although we have had no new news regarding our future, details of our new pay 
remuneration have been released to us. It would appear that in order to keep 
the existing business with its customers the Post office has have to become 
ômore competitiveõ which will reduce the amount paid to us. Other changes 
involve the way we sell postage. We will be paid more for selling postage labels 
and less for selling stamps for larger items of post. Printing labels takes longer, 
but the difference it makes to us is quite considerable. 

We are supposed to compensate for this loss of income by selling more financial 
products, i.e. car insurance and credit cards. We rarely sell any of these products 
in this particular branch so the future is a little worrying, we only hope that if we 
remain open after the cuts, that we will actually afford to do so. I know it is 
boring but it is a real case of use us or lose us. 

We have now been given the last post by dates for Christmas post.  
Here are some of the dates for Surface Mail. 
 

Date International Surface Mail  

Monday 1st October All non European destinations (except USA, Canada, 
Middle  East, FarEast, South Africa) 

Monday 15th October Middle east and far east (except Hong Kong and 
Singapore) 

Monday 29th October USA, Canada, Hong Kong, Singapore, and South 
Africa 

Friday 16th November Eastern Europe, Greece, Cyprus, Malta and Iceland. 
Friday 30th November Western Europe 

  

Thanking you all for your continuing Support. 

Jim & Alison. 
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

 

Now gently, beautiful and calm 
The quiet brook murmurs by 

How soft the light, how full of balm 
The breeze that soothes the autumn skies 

Yet here amid leaf-strewn mornings 
While pleasing sounds of autumn mild 

Things beautiful delight and pleasing sights 
Make my tender heart to smile 

 

For me autumn is like a rhapsody and I can get quite lyrical about its beauty.  In a 
way it is the fulfilment of the promises of spring and summer, the achievements 
of the hope we had.  It is the time of harvest, of mists in early morning, of 
intricate cobwebs on windows and shrubs of brilliant colours and balmy 
fruitfulness.  It is also the time of achievement for our young people in the village 
who passed their exams successfully; starting a new life full of promise and hope 
at university, college, an apprenticeship or perhaps a new job. 

This is also the time of the year when bulb and seed catalogues drop through our 
letter boxes and already plenty of Christmas catalogues too.  Sitting quietly by 
the fire I get carried away by the offers of spring bulbs; golden daffodils, brightly 
coloured tulips, sweetly scented hyacinths, velvety pansies with their charming, 
smiling faces, all shades of reds, yellows and blues of polyanthus, such a pity the 
birds find them rather succulent.  Our Village Flower Show was better than ever 
in spite of the inclement growing season.  Catalogues are too tempting for 
vegetables and flowers to grow for the show as it all takes a lot of planning.  
There were some outstanding entries in every section and the best flower 
arrangement in the show won the admiration of the judges and public at large 
who voted with one voice, it was heart warming. 

From my early childhood in the Swiss Alps, my deep and abiding 
love for flowers and gardens has never left me, on the contrary ð it 
has grown from strength to strength.  My love for enchanting and 
peaceful places was born.  I remember our mountain family walks 
in the summer with the bright colours and scent of the wild 
rhododendrons ferruginous warming on big granite blocks, the 
screes nearby covered with the celestial blue gentians and pink 
primula farinose.  Then, on higher stones almost unreachable the 
silvery stars of the white edelweiss.  All those precious moments 
shaped my life and helped me to act roles which give each of us 
our uniqueness and true self.  We have inherent gifts which often 
have been hidden by masks or roles we have taken on.  Autumn is 
the true time to take stock and give up roles which are not truly us. 

 



9 

 

A haze on the far horizon 
Then infinite tender sky 

The ripe rich tint of the cornfield 
And the wild geese sailing by 

And all over the upland and lowland 
The charm of the golden rod 

Some of us call it autumn 
Some others call it God 

 

In the October and November, I love the beauty of the yellow afternoons that 
shimmer in The Square.  Whoever could clutch it?  Go forth to catch it and it is 
gone!  It seems like a mirage when I look out of my window.  Now that autumn is 
upon us it is fascinating to observe the natural phenomenon in the garden of the 
start of hibernation.  It is not simply a matter of going to sleep for a long time like 
Sleeping Beauty, but it is far more complex.   

The squirrels work hard all summer to stock up food for the 
winter.  What else can creatures do if there is not enough 
food about to satisfy their hunger?  So they migrate to where 
food is plentiful.  The birds thankfully have that option as their 
wings take them to long distances to warmer climates.  It is 
also up to us to feed and water the birds which stay and it is 
so important not to disturb compost heaps or leaf moulds 
because it is not only hedgehogs but worms and slow worms 
that may have taken up residence. 

There is something I often wondered about; why do beech hedges that are 
clipped hang onto their leaves until springtime and yet beech trees shed their 
leaves like any other tree?  On a sunny winterõs day the clipped beech hedges 
look like a golden diadem round a garden.  Does the fact that they are clipped 
reduce their vigour and food supply?  Each leaf cut off in itõs prime must be 
robbing the plant of some goodness.  I have not met anybody yet who could give 
me the answer.  Whatever the reason the beauty of the clipped beech hedge in 
its bronze, golden mantle is a welcome sight. 

 

The thing that goes furthest towards 
Making the life worthwhile 

That costs the least and does the most 
Is just a pleasing smile 

The smile that bubbles from the heart 
That loves its fellow men 

Will drive away the clouds and gloom 
And coax the sun again 

There is no room for sadness 
When we see a cheery smile 

It always has the same good luck 
It is never out of style 
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West One 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  

3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage)          Free Parking  
 

Ladies cuts  from £8.00 

Menôs  cuts  from £6.50 

Children  from £5.00 

  

Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

Opening:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday. 

For an Appointment Please call 01404 814913 or Call in for Free Consultation.  

 

Hair Design 

01404   814 913 
 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple  
 

Consultations by appointment. at various times throughout the day 
We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 
please call the surgery on 01404 823230. 

Now open all day!!!!!!!!!  

Opening Hours: Monday and Wednesday: 8.45am - 7.00pm  

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.45am - 5.45pm 

Saturday: 10.30am - 12.00noon 

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 

Vale VetsðThe Vets Your Pet Would Choose 
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