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The Whimple News Team

What's on in Whimple
August
10
Whimple History Society guided walk around the village
For details ring Bob Roberts on 822311
VPA Flower Show and Produce Sale
Victory Hall
6pm
September
7
Meat Bingo raising funds for over 65's party
8
Sponsored Bike Ride
23
Harvest Festival
followed by lunch in the Victory Hall
October
13
Big Night In! Comedy - 'Love and Money'
26
Whimple History Society - Annual Auction

Cricket Club

6.30pm
3pm &

7.30pm

St Mary’s Church 11am

Victory Hall
Victory Hall

November
10
Singers and Ringers
Church
Catelina Chamber Choir and Clyst Vale Handbell Ringers
23
Whimple History Society
Victory Hall
talk “Ghosts” by Chips Barber
24
Big Night In! Comedy - 'Komedy of Errors'
Victory Hall

8pm
7pm

7pm
3pm

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for
checking availability of venues and booking events.
If your Association has an event which you would like listed
St Mary’s Church
Monthly Programme of Services
1st

Sunday

2nd

Sunday

3rd

Sunday

4th

Sunday

5th

Sunday

8am
11am
11am

Holy Communion
Family Service
Parish Communion

8am
10.30am
11am

Holy Communion
Service with a Smile
Parish Communion

8am

Holy Communion or
Joint Benefice Communion

Whimple News is published bi-monthly and run by local volunteers.
Articles of local interest can be e-mailed to Bob at bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or handed in to Gordon at the Post Office by 17 September
2
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Les Carter
Roger, Linda, Brian and myself would like to thank
all the kind people who sent sympathy cards (113 in
all) and we would like to thank all who attended the
funeral.
A special thank you to Mrs Grout for reading the
lesson and also a big thank you to Rev Geoff
Gardner for taking the lovely service for us. The
collection for the British Heart Foundation was
£454.60
Thanks everyone
Irene Carter

Editorial
This edition of Whimple News shows how busy it's been in our Village
over the past month or so with a number of plans "coming together".
Many will be interested in Herbert Brayley's article about the possible
new community at Clyst Hayes - since announced as the most likely
East Devon option - which will have some impact on Whimple even
though it's not as near as other possibilities. Closer to home, we have
an article from Caroline on Village Week, one from Ed about
renovations at Dairy Cottage and an update on the Heritage Centre. It
was also good to be one of the many people at Rob Wilkinson's
Licensing in the Church at the end of July.

Blood Donor Sessions will be held on
Thursday 9th August at
FENITON SCHOOL; STATION
ROAD; FENITON

Thanks also to our regular contributors and to many of you for your
generous contributions towards keeping Whimple News going. Special thanks to Mike and Ali for the support of the Thirsty Farmer quiz
night when about £80 was raised. I'd also like to express my
appreciation for all the members of the Whimple News team and
thanks for their continuing hard work and commitment as we move
into our third year of production.

from 1.30pm-3.15pm and 5pm-7.15pm
Mrs D. Higginson

Many thanks are now very overdue
from the Exeter Committee to all the
Whimple residents who gave so
generously in support of our Spring
House to House Collection and to the people
w
ho collected, raising the magnificent sum of
£ 3
81.90 for our charity. This was the first event of the year in
support of
our committee, getting it off to a splendid start in fund-raising. Our little team
included four people collecting for the first time in place of others who used
to help, but have now left the district. So many thanks to all who helped in
any way.
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Please keep the articles coming!
Items for the October/November issue can be left at the Post Office or
sent by email to bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 17 September.
I hope that you are all able to enjoy this holiday season.

Peter

3

Renovations
Hitchcock

Village
20

4
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Dairy Cottage

Week
01
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Organisations in Whimple
Whimple Parish Council
Chairman: Sara Randall Johnson
Clerk: Mrs. Amanda Newman, Council Office - Torno
Royal British Legion, Branch and Womens Section.
Chairman: Mrs. F. Pratt, Sandfords
St. Mary’s Church
Contact: Rev. Rob Wilkinson
Devon County Councillor
Mr. R. Giles, 14 Winters Lane, OSM. EX11 1AR
Whimple County Primary School
Headteacher: Mrs. D. Brice
Whimple History Society
Chairman: Richard Webber
Secretary: Roger Smith
Whimple Mothers Union
Mrs. D. Rastall, Killigarth, Church Road
Whimple Pre-School & Toddler Group
Chair: Mrs. Sarah Griffin, Hillcroft, Church Rd.
New admissions/Playleader: Sue Solf 1,Hillside, Talaton
Whimple Womens Institute
Secretary: Mrs. Rosemarie Burrows, Higher Slewton
Whimple Over Sixties Club
Mrs S. Tuck 10 Bramley Gardens
Whimple Recreation Trust
Knowle Cross Sports Ground. Mr P. Garraff, Luppit
Whimple Village Produce Association.
Chairman: Mr. A. Bratt, Rockwell, Talaton
Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers’ Club
Mr. R. J. Burrough, Gateshayes Farm
Whimple Youth Club
Chairman: Pam Scanlan, Albecq, The Green
Leader: Alison Lawry, Willowbrook, Whimple
Whimple Football Club
Chairman: B. Weeks, Briar Cottage, Church Road
Whimple Tennis Club
Secretary: T. A. Lang
Treasurer: J. Hughes
Whimple Cricket Club
Mr. R.J.Smith
Whimple Victory Hall Management Committe
Secretary: Pam Scanlan, Albecq, The Green
Booking Sec: Mrs.Penny Wienreb 3, The Square
Whimple Post Office
Gordon & Heather Owen
Whimple News
Peter Smith, Lawn End, Church Road
Neighbourhood Watch
John Munslow, 44, Slewton Crescent
St. Mary's Bellringers
Captain: Judith Canniford, 22 Grove Road
Whimple Scout Group
Group Scout Leader :
Alex Spry
Marquee Booking Sec :
Mrs. Mary McConnell
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822524
823385
822451
822521
813387
822584
82????
822244
822486
823265
822981
822422
823553
891206
822437
822257
822262
822292
822674
822512
822659
822244
822262
823064
822359
822828
823456
822873
851290
822729
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Whimple Victory Hall - Village Day Prize Draw
The winners of the three main prizes in the Village Day Draw made on 14th July
were:
£100 - Graham Gibbons
£ 75 - Joan Bellamy
£ 50 - Tracey Bunkum
Other Prize winners were: M.Ireland, Carolyn and Alan, Mr Canham, Tony
Jackson, Bob Roberts, Mr Hawksworth, B. Salter, Mrs Pratt, Jill Wells, P .Rodger,
R.P.Wood.
The Victory Hall Committee thanks everyone for their support.
Pam Scanlan Draw Promoter
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News from Post Office Corner
First - is it a con?
For some considerable time now mail has been
delivered to many addresses with printing on the
envelope that arouses ones curiosity and leads one to
believe that wealth unbounded is yours... just a few of
many examples include:“Disbursement Department”,
“Notification of Unpaid Award”, “Official Guaranteed
Notification” “Senior Registrar - US Awards
ommission”, “Guaranteed £40,000 prize” and the latest I
ave seen - “Television - International Merchandise Offers”. They come
m all over the place - Netherlands, Canada, U.S.A., U.K., etc.

C
h
fro

It appears that all request money (£9.99 and £14.95 in the first two cases)
usually in very small print The last one above wants £33.49 and guarantees
you a T.V. but when you read the detail you see that there are two sets worth
over that amount and 5000 (yes 5000) 5 1/2 inch Black & White portable T.V.s.
Now all the above and the others may be perfectly genuine ‘something for not
much’ -get rich quick’ offers but I have my doubts. So if there is anyone
reading this that has sent money in response to this sort of offer and has
received goods or anything worth more than the money sent (and not just a
50p necklace of the type given away at fairgrounds) please contact me and my
cynicism will be proved unfounded! Indeed please let me know if you have
sent money and nothing has happened so others may be warned. I will let you
know next time how many responses I have received.
Now to FOREIGN CURRENCY - our sales have increased dramatically
recently due to two new offers firstly - NO COMMISSION charged for the foreseeable future - on anything
other than £sterling travellers cheques, and the exchange rates are highly
competive I am told; also there is no commission charged on buy-back of
currency bought through us. secondly - SWITCH, DELTA, SOLO debit cards
- now accepted (with the proviso that either passport or driving licence is
brought in for identification)
As before, payment with order is needed, foreign stuff takes max 4 days to
arrive and of course you can still pay with cash, cheque up to guarantee card
limit or building society cheque up to any amount payable to P.O.C.Ltd.
Well I am now off to consider the garden - I recently read this quote of a certain
learned gentleman - "Every garden no matter how small should have two or
three acres of woodlandand" - I have to work out where to start planting our’s.
Finally - look after yourselves - remember the quote of Brooke Shields in 1977
‘Smoking kills. If you’re killed, you’ve lost a very important part of your life.’

Slewton Crescent
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Whimple Big Night In!
Events for the autumn.
Love and Money
Comedy Theatre from The Ms Fits
Wish on the moon, I dare you! Its midnight, Susie MacGregor is all alone
chopping onions in the Blue Moon Café and wishing for a better life.
Business is bad, her daughters deserted her, her husband ran off with a
lollipop lady. Shes nothing but wishes to keep her warm. But what if wishes
came true?
Fiona Knowles solo peformance as Susie is a highly-charged comic tourde-force. Written by award-wnning playwright Rona Munro, Love and
Money is full of comic, compassionate, razor-sharp observations on life
from womans point of view. Terrific performance The Guardian
Sat 13th October 2001 Whimple Victory Hall 8 pm
Tickets: £4 (£3 OAP/14-16s/means tested benefits)
Suitable for age 14 and over

Komedy of Errors
Circus Comedy from Circus Berzercus
As local favourites, Ben Cornish and Steve Eldridge continue to develop
their show, this latest version achieves new heights of hilarity with
extraordinary stunts and riotous comedy.
Both highly experienced and talented performers, they display their comic
versatility in expert juggling. monocycling, balancing and illusion in a fun
filled family show which is thoroughly entertaining for all ages. Members of
the audience are sometimes brought in to help with the stunts as Ben and
Steve amaze everyone with their skill and brilliant comedy.
Saturday 24th November 2001 Whimple Victory Hall 3 p.m
Tickets: £3.50 adult(£2.50 children/OAP/means-tested benefits) Family £10
Suitable for all the family
Tickets for both shows available from Whimple Post Office.
For further information about either of these events please phone Louise
Barchard on 01404 822008
14
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The club has had another successful year under the leadership of
Alison who has been ably assisted by Vicky. We are very grateful to
both of them for their commitment, enthusiasm and energy, giving the
young people of Whimple a regular club night and several extra
events, often with very little or no help.
However Alison is unable to continue the present arrangement so we
are once again without a leader. She is happy to take over as the
chairman of the management committee, and Vicky is willing to
continue as assistant leader.
We desperately need a new leader. At the moment no-one has come
forward. Without a leader the club cannot re-open in September.
If anyone who reads this is interested in finding out more details
please telephone me. The leader does not have to come from the
village, so please pass on our plea to anyone who you think may be
able to help us.
We do not want the club to close. We are now very well equipped and
have money in the bank!
Without a leader we cannot function so PLEASE think seriously about
our situation. The young people of Whimple need a youth club. W e will
do our best to provide one, but we need your help.
Pam Scanlan
Management Committee Chairman.

Telephone: 01404 822262.

G.O.
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St. Mary's Church Bellringers
Ringers' Outing 2001

Liz Silk
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Whimple Victory Hall
Registered Charity: No. 291496

Work has started on the first stage of the construction of Whimple Heritage
Centre. The Linhay, recently purchased by the Society, has been cleared
inside and out so surveyors and builders can examine it to produce
estimates for its conversion as Phase 1 of the Centre Project.
Full planning permission was obtained in early July for an extension to the
rear, a car park and approach track. The conversion will start soon with the
replacement of the roof and other works will follow as the Society raises
the funds to carry them out. They have £15,000 at present towards the
conversion costs of £30,000.
The "Find the Treasure" competition was won by J.Calverley who won the
flagon of cider donated by the late John Shepherd. The answer was The
New Inn.
The Society's next events are guided walking tours around the Village on
the evenings of 8th and 10th August. At the time of writing a few places
remain. To find out details contact Bob Roberts on 822311.
The Society's new venture, a calendar for 2002 with village scenes, went on
sale on Village Day and sold very well. Anyone wishing to buy a copy
(£2.50) should contact Yvonne Roberts on 822311.
Bob Roberts
Acting Chairman

The Linhay
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WILCON PRESENTATION

On the 6th July 2001, in the Victory Hall, Wilcon Homes Limited gave a presentation of
their proposals for the development of a new community at Clyst Hayes.
As people are aware, the East Devon District Council will take a decision on July 20th as
to which of the two sites, Southbrook or Clyst Hayes, the new town of 3000 dwellings will
be built.
The presentation was given by two members of Wilcon homes, a representative from
planners David Lock Associates, and an Engineer from WSP Developments.
It was clear from the presentation that the consortium has had discussions with such
organisations as the Environment Agency, Railtrack, South West Trains, English Nature
and the National Trust. It was quite evident that they have, for some months, been in
lengthy discussions with the officers of the East Devon District Council and now felt that
they could meet the requirements of the council.
In the presentation they outlined the way they wished the community to develop, including
meetings with the community. Presumably this would be with the communities in the
surrounding area as well as the developing community in Clyst Hayes. If successful with
their application, they would need to commence work in 2003 in order to
complete by 2011.

drainage in the East Devon District Issues Report . It was pointed out by the audience that
his statement was somewhat misleading as the Report states that developments should not
be carried out in areas where increased risk of flooding may occur elsewhere as a result.
The audience referred to the very serious flooding in Whimple some four years ago and the
two less severe floodings since. There was much concern that the enormous increase in the
surface water run off from 3000 dwellings, together with streets and pavements would
greatly increase the chances of flooding in Whimple. The engineer from WSP said that the
drainage proposals for the Clyst Hayes development had been submitted to Professor Pratt
who is Professor of Stormwater Management at Coventry University. The Professor had
replied that he was pleased to commend the stormwater drainage system proposed for the
site.
It would appear from what was said by the Engineer that the strategy was to increase the
capacity of the flood plain beneath the site by the construction of a second flood plain
beneath the site. The surface water so stored, would be released at intervals into the river
Clyst downstream, thus avoiding flooding of the Clyst and flood risks further downstream.

The talks by the Wilcon team were given uninterrupted. However, the
audience raised a number of matters covering such issues as
employment opportunities, travel, the proposed railway station
at Broadclyst somewhere near to the existing Kwiksave
(Somerfields) food store, schools and as the old A30 was
proposed to go through close to the centre of the new
town, what effect would this have on people driving to
work in Exeter from areas away from the new town, but
did not wish to travel on the new A30.
The Wilcon team said that it would be necessary for traffic
calming measures to be introduced but as the site developed
alternative routes may be made possible.
Questions were raised as to the responsibilities of the developer as regards the
infrastructure. The Wilcon team said that they would make agreements with the planning
authority. However, the audience referred to Policy 56 of the Devon County Structure Plan
which states Developers will be expected to contribute to or bear the full cost of such new
or improved infrastructure and facilities where it is appropriate to do . On 4/11/98, the then
Whimple Parish Council in their response to the Devon County Structure Plan, said that the
policy should be re-drafted in stronger and more positive terms, as there was evidence that
such a policy in the past has failed to the bitter resentment of the local people involved. The
Devon County Council thought otherwise.
A matter of prime concern to Whimple parishioners is that of land drainage on the Clyst
Hayes site. The speaker from David Lock Associates referred to the matter of land
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problem

This is fine as far as flooding downstream from the site is concerned. The
speaker was less positive when asked about possible flooding upstream
in the river Cranny and the Rockbeare stream. As the Professor said in
his report, with all infiltration and storage systems there must be
regard to the possibility of overflow in extreme rainfall situations. It
has to be borne in mind that the Clyst Hayes development
will extend up to Crannaford. The Professor said in his
report that in order to provide flood protection for the
river Clyst/river Cranny catchment at
Southbrook/Whimple in the absence of significant
infiltration drainage, more extensive use would be
required to be made of attenuation ponds. However,
the Wilcon development proposals for Clyst Hayes
seem to satisfy the Environment Agency as stated in
their letter of 22 January 2001 and the East Devon
District Council in their letter of 13 June 2001. However, the
o f flooding remains a matter of concern to the parishioners of Whimple.

The presentation was of much interest though it leaves one with the feeling that developers
propose to build a new town nearly twice the size of Ottery St Mary with little thought to the
possible changes which could be brought about in 30-40 years time as a result of climate
changes from global warming.
The reaction to the presentation was one of less worry that that given by Persimmon,
Redrow and Prowtings some weeks ago, but then the proposed site is further away.
The above are my reflections on the presentation plus a little on the discussion after the
meeting when the presenters were still trying to allay my fears on flooding.
Herbert Breyley
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