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Remember our website address: 
www.whimplenews.uk 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING  GOOD                                                       
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

         

      

 

ITõS  REALLY HARD TO KEEP UP WITH ALL THE CHANGES AND NEW 
GUIDELINES AT THE MOMENT, SO PLEASE BEAR WITH US! 

(Do keep an eye on our Facebook page and Whimple Whatõs On for any  

further updates after this issue has gone to press). 
 

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AGAIN.  

MONDAY -  DRINKS ONLY FROM 5pm 

TUES - THURSDAY LUNCH 12- 2pm    DINNER 5pm - 9pm.  

OPEN ALL DAY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, BUT LAST FOOD  

ORDERS ARE NOW AT 6pm ON SUNDAYS. 

CLOSING TIME EVERY DAY NOW HAS TO BE 10pm 

BREAKFAST SATURDAY IS BACK IN OCTOBER! 10am-12pm 
 

SPECIAL MOTHER & FATHERõS DAY LUNCH ON NOV 1st! 
 

TABLE SERVICE  ONLY FOR EVERY VISIT, TO MAX 6 PER TABLE,  

CURRENTLY. DO CALL AND BOOK TO AVOID  DISAPPOINTMENT.  

REMEMBER TO BRING A FACE COVERING WITH YOU, PLEASE. 
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Ed the Ed 
 

Here is your Whimple News for October/November, which you will notice is a 
teeny-bit slimmer than normal. Thanks to our new friend, Covid-19, we have lost 
most of our reports on village activities. But just looking around, Whimple is not the 
sort of village to take that lying down, no siree, he said slapping his thigh with gusto 
(we have small bottles of gusto in the shop, very reasonably priced) and breaking 
out his Doris Day outfit (ask your grandparents!) Just a look through this mighty fine 
quality periodical that will tell you about ôStitching the history of Whimpleõ, the 
Whimple Scarecrow Festival, the Whimple Wanderers and ôStars and Heartsõ. Even 
the Parish Council have been to the well of creativity looking for new ideas to grab 
the attention of the wondrous populous of this fine village and have presented you 
with fine pen pictures of the Parish Councillors. I did ask for photographic records of 
said Councillors, but it was decided that photos would end up on the dart board of 
The Farmer. We also welcome our very own ôAgony Auntõ, Delilah who will add 
comfort to many lives here in Whimple.  

We have a number of new advertisers with us ð Revive Health and Wellbeing, Tale 
Valley Care with Shelley Spry, Maths and Physics Online Tutoring, Halos in 
Rockbeare with Hayley who used to have her hairdressing business in the village, 
and Whimple Joinery. Harry Trimblett is Whimple Joinery, and you will have seen his 
work on sale in the shop; now he has set up this new venture and tells us a bit about 
himself on page 42. He is a very talented and personable young man.  

I have returned to my attempts of working in the shop, and now prowl the retail 
counter on Wednesday afternoons between 3 and 5pm. It does seem a lot quieter 
than before lockdown so we need you to return and buy some of the fine things we 
have for your delectation. For one glorious morning, I had the great honour of 
working alongside my old Friday afternoon colleague, the famous Mrs Goggins (aka 
Karen Brown) ð the woman who put the ôangerõ into ôdangerõ. Great fun, and good 
to meet up with villagers who I havenõt seen for a long time.  

In the last edition, I was urging everyone to send in their comments about the 
Greater Exeter Strategic Planéand since then the East Denon Council have 
withdrawn their interest and support. So donõt send your comments in!! We also 
have a useful two-page article from the Protect our Whimple and Rockbeare Group 
which is worth a read.  

We also announce the especially sad news that there will not be a panto in February 
2021 ð The Farmer will be full on Monday evenings (the normal rehearsal evening ð 
I know, itõs all a pretence!!) with luvvies who are just filling in time and reminiscing 
about past glories. Please spare a copper o two if you can. 

 If you would like to contribute to the December/January edition, then please send 
your article to either me or Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk.- by 10th November.   

Thank you!!!  

EdH 
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Whimple Stores is open again  
until 6.00pm weekdays.  

Trading hours 8.00am to 6.00pm weekdays 

and weekends 9.00am to noon. 

Last Royal Mail collection during the week is 
4.30pm from the shop. 

There is still lots to do in the mornings so we 
are keeping the extra bit of time during the 

week and on Saturdays to set up. 
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Whimple Volunteers Update. 
 

Hello All! 

As we are all aware, unfortunately Corona Virus isn't going anywhere soon, I don't 
want this to be a doom and gloom update. To be honest it is what it is, we can't 
change it but what we can try to do is to be in control of how we react to the 
situation we are faced with. For me, this is to try my hardest to remain positive. 

We are all so privileged to live in such a wonderful community, and already so many 
of you have come forward to say you are happy to volunteer again if it's needed, so 
thank you. We need to remember all the good that has happened this year, I feel 
that in my time of living in Whimple the community has never felt closer. 

The main point of me writing this is to reassure everyone that if you need help, you 
can get it; you are not on your own. I think this time it could be slightly different than 
the previous lockdown. There might be lots more younger people and families 
needing to isolate, until either they get tested or for a two-week period. I don't want 
anyone thinking that because they are not in a vulnerable category, the help being 
offered doesn't apply to them. It could be any of us, so lets all look after each other 
(I know you all do already!) 

We will ensure that an updated list of the volunteers and the roads they are covering 
will be published on 'Whimple Whatõs On' and a printed version in the Village Shop, 
so if need be you can contact your local volunteer direct. 

I'm really pleased to say that the wonderful Sue Ayres is happy to co-ordinate the 
prescription orders again so please get in touch with her if you need help with that. 

I also want to thank Sue for all the hard work she has put in over the year, none of 
this would of been anywhere near as organised or successful without her. 

I really hope that I won't be writing many more of these articles but for now if you 
need any help please get in touch, my number is 07967 374760, or 01404 823810, 
email katie.silkydesigns@gmail.com.   

For prescriptions please contact Sue Ayres on 01404 823082. 

Stay Safe Everyone,  

Katie Williams  
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Lockdown Legend 
 

Dear Whimple, 

Recently I was reading an article by the ôRoyal Albert 
Memorial Museumõ in Exeter about an exhibition that 
they were planning called ôLockdown Legendsõ. They 
were asking for nominations for people that perhaps had 
gone over and above the call of duty, to help others 
during the unprecedented times that we have 
experienced lately. 

I know that there are so many in our lovely village that 
have worked so hard to support others that have needed 
it, many just quietly getting in with it. But there was one 
person that immediately sprang to mind for me. 

Katie Williams was instrumental in the setting up of the Whimple Volunteers very 
early on in the Covid Pandemic, she was so organised that when lockdown was 
announced, all volunteers were in place, forms had been sent out and all systems 
were ready to go quite amazing.  

The support from volunteers, such as pharmacy collections, shopping trips, and 
cheery phone calls that has taken place over the past few months to help the more 
vulnerable in the village, has, quite simply, been amazing and has provided a vital 
life line to many.  

Katie was well aware of the importance of the volunteers themselves and was 
always so thoughtful at supporting them and their wellbeing, making sure that no 
one became overwhelmed or overloaded. 

As a mother of two small children (and wife to Taffy!) she had plenty to cope with 
herself and, understandably, she had ôbadõ days and struggled herself and wasnõt 
ashamed to admit it.  Katie illustrated this beautifully with a photo for the first 100 
days of the pandemic, depicting the good, the bad and the ugly days. 

So, I nominated Katie, and I am delighted to say that I learnt this week, that she was 
one of the 100 Lockdown Legends chosen in Devon. I see Katie as a representative 
of all the amazing work that so many have done in Whimple, and I think she has 
done us proud! 

The exhibition is online and, also, the physical exhibition will be in the Guildhall on 
the 28th Sep - 30th Oct followed by dates in Exeter Library and Princesshay.  

Well done Katie. 

Gill Wilson 
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Thank you all for your patience recently with access to the surgery. We have struggled 
with the deluge of enquiries regarding flu vaccination amongst other matters. Flu 
clinics are now booking with Saturdays being used to cope with the additional target 
groups and more time per patient. 

We have been trying to reopen our services at the surgery. Most people can speak to 
a clinician on the day they ring up but we are encouraging patients to wait a few days 
if needed, to talk to their own GP or the GP who is dealing with their on-going 
problem. It greatly helps if you receive consistent care and reduces the need for 
unnecessary repeated conversations, tests and referrals. Video consultation has been 
a great new addition to what we do and can enhance a normal phone call just like 
talking to family on Facetime or WhatsApp. We use a secure app called AccuRx for 
video consultations, which also allows your clinician to send you messages, sick notes 
or links to helpful sites. You may also be invited to reply or upload images. E-consult 
allows you to send in non-urgent queries at any time of day and we endeavour to 
reply as soon as possible.  

We have launched a refreshed website on: 

 https://www.coleridgemedicalcentre.co.uk  

Besides some current national advice on Covid-19 from NHSE, there is lot of 
information about the practice, services and advice on simple health care. There are 
also forms you may find useful in terms of registration, accessing your notes or where 
to do an e-consultation. We want as many patients as possible to be electronically 
registered with the practice. If not already done, please give us permission to text you 
as this can be important for messages and reminders. 

We are inviting more patients into surgery who need examination or treatment. We 
ask you to wear a mask when in the surgery and your clinician will also be wearing 
PPE. A lot of effort is going into making sure the surgery is kept as clean as possible 
and each room is disinfected after each patient. As you can imagine all this takes a lot 
of time. We are struggling wearing PPE on hot days, so please bear with us if the 
opening up process appears slow. 

We are making every effort to catch up on things that have been delayed. We have 
extra clinics now on most Saturdays where we have been doing vaccinations, cervical 
smear tests, contraception procedures and bloods. We are working on a plan to 
provide flu vaccination this year to a wider group of people than normal. With the 
need for social distancing and wearing PPE this will be challenging. We will advertise 
this plan soon in all the usual formats. 

Our nurse practitioners are doing amazingly well. Pip Hynam is a finalist for a Royal 
College of Nursing award for her work at introducing Group Consultations for 
diabetic patients to East Devon.  
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 

 
Monday 26th October 

gkbatten@btinternet or 01404 823317 

Tanya Cannon got a distinction in her Masters and we were very lucky to recruit 
Jules Anderson, an experienced nurse practitioner to replace our nursing lead Philly 
Evan who retired after forty year of nursing service. 

We would like to enhance our current Patient Participation Group by forming a 
complementary, virtual PPG which will help us find out the view of a wider section 
of our patient group.  

Stay safe 

                          

 

 T 
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Hats and Fascinators 

¶ Bridal headwear and tiaras 

¶ Mother of bride/groom 

¶ Match your outfit/theme 

¶ Menôs buttonholes 

¶ Unique fascinators for 
themed events 

¶ Retrim a hat you already own 

¶ Felt hats for winter 

¶ Caps and berets 

Hilary Nowill 

The Pea, The Square,  Whimple  

822581 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  

www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 

{h¦¢I ²9{¢ 
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http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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In the last edition of the Whimple News I told you about the 
GESP (Greater ExeterStrategic Plan). The Strategic Planning 
Committee had rejected it and the plan had to go to full 
Council. Well I am delighted to tell you that the plan went to full 
Council, was strongly debated by Councillors and that we have 
now said goodbye to it. 

If we had agreed to put the GESP site options document out to 
consultation we could have been in for a very rough ride 
indeed. 

The Secretary of State for Housing, Robert Jenrick, (referring to 
the governmentõs White Paper on the future of planning), 
commented a couple of weeks ago that Councils who have already looked at site 
options may well find developers being able to fast track those sites. 

The government white paper on ôPlanning for the Futureõ is the next good read. 
Please look at it if you are able and comment on it. A senior planner at the Council 
set out the Councilõs response to it last week and if you would like to take a look, 
perhaps for guidance please go to the EDDC website, go into committees and 
meetings and look up the Strategic Planning meeting for the 16th of September and 
there you will find the response in the agenda. 
 

COVID -19 
 

In Devon we have a very low rate of infection which leaves us quite vulnerable. 
Please stay vigilant and safe and pray that the vaccine is with us in the near future. 

The Council officers are ensuring that their Covid-19 support pages are regularly 
updated so please peruse them if you need any local information. 

A few weeks ago I placed some copies of Devon (covid related) news in the village 
shop (thank you Jenny and Mark). Pick one up when you are next in the shop, there 
may be something in there that may be of use to you (when finished itõs very useful 
for lighting the fire or lining the guinea pig hutch). 

Thank you Whimple for allowing me to represent you at the District Council. 
Sometimes I wonder what I have got myself into, but being able to represent you 
and protect the interests of East Devon and, more to the point, Whimple and 
Rockbeare, is truly worthwhile. 

Please donõt forget to give me a call or email me if you need help with any East 
Devon Council business. 

From a chilly study, 

Chat soon, 

Cllr Kathy Mclauchlan 
Tel: 07811 138177 
Email: kmclauchlan@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Hello again from your District Councillor  
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About Whimple Parish Council 
 

Whimple Parish Council consists of the chairman and eight elected Parish 
Councillors. Every meeting is open to the public, who are encouraged to attend, 
except for those items where the Council formally resolves to exclude the public 
and press on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
This would have to be due to the confidential nature of the business. This latter also 
applies to any sub-committee of the Parish Council. 

The term of office of a Parish Councillor is four years, and Council seats are elected 
through ôfirst past the postõ system and, like other UK elections, by secret ballot. If a 
vacancy occurs during the term of a parish Council, it may be filled by either 
election or co-option. Elections only occur if, following the advertisement of the 
vacancy for 14 days, 10 electors send a written request to the returning officer. If no 
request is received, the parish Council will be required to fill the vacancies by co-
option. 

The administration of the Council is managed by the Parish Clerk, who is a paid 
employee acting in a combined statutory role as secretary and treasurer of the 
Council. The necessary financial monitoring and reporting are the clerkõs 
responsibility, and in this role the clerk is known as the òResponsible Financial 
Officeró (RFO) of the Council. The clerk is also the "Proper Officer" of the Council. 
They "enact" (cause to happen) the decisions of the Council, and they receive official 
correspondence and issue correspondence on the instructions of the Council. The 
clerk also prepares Agendas for meetings of the Council and its committees, gives 
notice of these to the Council members and the public, and records and publishes 
the minutes of these meetings. They are the formal point of contact with the public, 
and are a source of information for the public about the Councilõs activities. The 
clerk may not be a member of the Council 

The Parish Clerk posts all Agendaõs, Minutes, Planning Applications, Financial 
Information, Governance, Emergency Plan with contact details and much more on is 
website www.whimpleparishCouncil.weebly.com 
 

Who is Who? 
 

Chairman  Cllr John W. Griffiths . John has lived  in Whimple for 20 years and been a 
Councillor since September 2005. John owns and runs his own business in the 
village involving  music sales and promotions. John is an active member of the 
Whimpletons, Village Hall Committee and the Parish Field Recreation Trust.  

Vice Chairman Cllr Alan McArthur - Alan has lived in Whimple since August 1993 
and been a Councillor since July 2003. Alan is a retired Chief Inspector of Police 
having served for 30 years in both the Surrey and Devon & Cornwall Constabulary's. 
He is married and  has two daughters, one who has just completed her law degree 
at Birmingham University, and a son who attends Exeter School having previously 
attended Whimple school. Alan joined the Parish Council to get to know the village 
and its people and has not been disappointed. 
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Cllr Sara Randall Johnson ð Sara moved to Whimple in early 1970õs. She was 
elected onto WPC and EDDC in May 1991 local elections. Sara spent 10 years as 
Leader of EDDC retiring in 2011 and is currently also  a DCC member first elected 
in 2009. Sara values and enjoys the strong community spirit that continues to grow 
from strength to strength in Whimple. She encourages rural village life to thrive 
through organic growth to keep our much needed local businesses and services 
alive. Sara retired from the aviation industry in 2013 giving her more time to enjoy 
gardening and watching sport, in particular cricket. She said òitõs so nice to hear the 
cheers and shouts wafting across the village from the parish field and cricket ground 
againó. 

Cllr Billy Bloomfield ð Billy has lived in Whimple all his life having attended 
Broadclyst School and has been a Parish Councillor since May 2012. Billy is well 
known in the village as a local handyman. Billy is passionate about preserving 
Whimple and, along with his wife,  is a keen dog walker.  Billy is also the caretaker 
for Whimple Primary School. 

Cllr Denise Dearden ðDenise has been a Parish Councillor since June 2016 and has 
lived in Whimple since 1999, enjoying the village life and the facilities that Whimple 
has to offer, particularly now that she has a little one at home.   Denise works for 
Devon County Council's Business Support and Innovation team and works on 
projects aimed at helping and supporting our communities and joined the Parish 
Council to try to use that experience for the benefit of Wimpleõs residents. 

Cllr Sam Walker ð Sam has lived in Whimple for a number of years  and has been a 
Parish Councillor for two years. Sam is a Nurse Practitioner and is committed to 
preserving the village aspect and life of Whimple. 

Cllr Richard Lawrence ð Richard has lived in the village for 4 Years  and been a 
Parish Councillor for 2 years. Richard is a  Marketing Consultant and married to 
Donna.  He is a keen cyclist and can be seen walking Jasmine his pet Westie. 
Richard  became a Councillor in order to help conserve and preserve village life for 
the benefit of local residents. 

Cllr Robert McCreedie - Rob has lived in the village for 6 years and has been a 
Parish Councillor for two months! Rob is currently working from home due to Covid
-19 as marketing manager for a mail order bookseller with previous experience in 
the footwear and cycling industries and prior to that 16 years of working in various 
IT roles in the NHS. Rob has been married for 21 years to Jo and has a rather barky 
but loving Jack Russell called Digger. Rob became involved in the Parish Council as 
he felt the best way to have an impact and protect the local environment is to be 
involved at the Parish Council level to hopefully help maintain the way of life that his 
family moved to Whimple for. 

Continued overleaf 
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Cllr  Kevin Staddon ð Kevin has lived in Whimple since 1966 and attended both 
Whimple Primary and Broadclyst Secondary School. Kevin is a train driver and a 
keen photographer and amateur radio enthusiast. Kevin is an active Trade Union 
member and became a Parish Councillor 2 months ago as he would like to do 
something to help benefit and retain  the village status of Whimple 

Parish Clerk ð Kevin Finch ð Kevin has lived in Whimple since 2010 and became 
Parish Clerk in 2017. Kevin was an Area Director in the Financial Sector for over 25 
years and more latterly a Senior Manager with the Charity Commission leading an 
Operational and Governance team. Kevin is married to Nicky and has two 
daughters who all work in various roles in the NHS Exeter. He is a  keen music fan 
and Exeter City supporter and is passionate about ôall thingsõ Whimple. 

 

Continued 

Whimple WI 
What can I say?  Very little I am afraid!  Our Committee has had a 
ôsocially distancedõ meeting to discuss the way forward in terms of 
the hygiene precautions we would have to take, if we resumed our 
meetings in Victory Hall this year; they are very daunting to say the 
least! In the meantime, we are looking at other ways of staying in 
touch with our members until the future is clearer.  We are however 
currently arranging next year's programme, in the hope that we can 
safely meet up in 2021. 

Although all our official Centenary celebrations are 
temporarily on hold, five of our more senior members 
decided to hold an elegant afternoon tea outdoors to 
mark the occasion in July, whilst carefully socially 
distancing of course!  They thoroughly enjoyed the get-
together, so well done to them and to Lucy Channon for 
organising! 

We still intend to plant a commemorative cherry tree, but the òwhen and howó are 
still to be decided.  If not this year, then in the spring of 2021. 

Continue to stay safe and well, and hopefully we will all get together again soon. 

Barbara Ackland 

For more information on Whimple WI, please contact Marilyn Mills on 821860 
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(Like the owner..) 

www.planetsal.co.uk 

info@planetsal.co.uk 
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Stars and Hearts 2020 
 

Introduction 

This is a project to reflect the sense of coming together in Whimple during the 
Covid19 pandemic in 2020. Many of us felt fearful, and wondered if we would ever 
be able to hug our loved ones again. 2m social distancing became the norm as did 
wearing masks and queuing for our food and supplies. Lockdown became a new 
addition to our vocabulary. 

However, in Whimple, we looked out for each other. There were people checking 
up on neighbours, doing shopping, fetching prescriptions and so on. We met new 
people and made friends in the queue for the shop, or whilst doing our permitted 
one hour daily exercise.  

Many commented, without planes flying and the lack of car journeys, the pace of 
life seemed to slow. We took to walking and cycling instead of cooping ourselves 
up in cars. Many experienced a sense of peace and reconnected with nature. 

Project Outline 

To sum up the year and express this sense of community, we will be making 
handstitched felt stars and hearts. On one side there will be an embroidered pattern 
with beads and on the other there will be names of people in the village or a word 
to reflect how we felt at this time. We hope as many people, young and not so 
young will join in.  

All the stars and hearts will be displayed in the Church in December 2020. 
Afterwards, they will be returned to the makers who can hang them on their tree at 
Christmas in years to come or give them as gifts. 

 Coordinator: Hilary Nowill, The Pea, The Square, Whimple 

 (01404 822581 or tallulahmahoolah@btinternet.com).  

 No prior experience of sewing is required. 

 Grateful if you could donate £5 to cover materials. 

Stitching sessions 

You can stay for a whole session or drop in for a shorter time. Turn up and stitch 
sessions at The Pea will be: 

 
 

 

 
 

If you canõt make one of these, contact Hilary and we will work something out. 

Thursday 15 October 9.30am ð 4.30pm and 6-8pm 

Tuesday 3 November 9.30am ð 4.30pm and 6-8pm 

Sunday 29 November 9.30am ð 4.30pm 
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Sunday 29th November 
9.30-4.30 
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Whimple Wanderers is a group of local people who enjoy walking. Why 
not come and join us? The day of the walk changes every week making it 
possible for everyone to join in. I post details on the Whimple What's on 
Facebook page but I also contact a couple of people by phone. I am 
quite happy to do this if this is the only way to get in touch. My number 
is 758677.  

What a great way to explore our beautiful county, find new secret paths, 
enjoy the fabulous countryside and have a natter along the way! There 
have been lots of walks around Whimple - one which included a very 
informative talk by Louise Walmsley on the history of Holly Ball Lane and 
the Holy Well.  

We are venturing further afield now. Our last walk was Darts Farm to 
Topsham, taking in the RSPB wetland area and stopping in Topsham for 
a sneaky coffee. I am planning on doing Sidmouthõs beautiful Peak Hill 
and Mutters Moor walk, taking advantage of the fabulous views and the 
Autumnal colours. The Byes in Sidmouth is a truly hidden gem. Also, 
Newton Poppleford to Tipton St John, Budleigh to Otter Mill etc.  

Perhaps you know a beautiful walk that you would like to share with the 
group? Come along and we would love to see you. 

Just a note re Covid-19. If the group is 
over six we are very careful to socially 
distance. 

Suzanne Rothwell 

²ILat[9 

²!b59w9w{ 
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 
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Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

1Ì×ÈÐÙÚɯÛÖɯ+ÐÚÛÌËɯÈÕËɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ/ÙÖ×ÌÙÛÐÌÚ 

3ÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ+ÐÔÌɯ,ÖÙÛÈÙɯ1Ì×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎ 

!ÙÐÊÒɯ1Ì×ÈÐÙÚɯ-ɯ6ÈÓÓÐÕÎɯ 

 

"ÓàÚÛɯ2Ûȭɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌȮɯ-ÌÈÙɯ$ßÌÛÌÙ 

 

ɯɯɯ3ÌÓȯɯƔƕƗƝƖɯƜƛƝƜƖƘɯ,ÖÉȯɯƔƛƜƖƙɯƚƝƜƙƔƛ 

$ÔÈÐÓȯɯÐÕÍÖɑÈÉÈÊÜÚÚÛÖÕÌÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

6ÌÉȯɯÞÞÞȭÈÉÈÊÜÚÚÛÖÕÌÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

  

Window Cleaner 

High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For that personal service 

Sean Harris  
814963 

07737 419077 
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Holy Well, Holly Ball Lane 
 

Those of you who know me, will know that I am really boringly interested in 
researching local history. 

During Lockdown, I have been trying to find out more about the Holy Well 
at the top of Holly Ball Lane.   Although not well known now as, like so many 
Holy Wells, it fell out of popular use, there are features of its history that 
suggest it may have been important locally prior to Domesday. 

Unfortunately there is no one place to go to find out about this so it is a case 
of ferreting around and putting together a sort of jigsaw of 
information.   Devon Heritage place the site of the well on the top of the hill 
at Holly Ball, although there is nothing to be seen there now.     

Local knowledge places the well, where the catchment now is, at the bottom 
of the hill. A pipe runs under the road into two reservoirs which provide 
water to Escot. However, there is also a story that the water from the disused 
well was diverted to the catchment perhaps 150ish years ago.  

Thank you to everyone who has helped so far, including the lovely chaps at 
Escot.  I am now hoping that there are more people in the village who might 
be able to add something, however small, to the body of information Iõm 
slowly collecting.   If so, please contact me:  

Louise Walmsley, on 371433 or walmsley_louise@yahoo.co.uk.   

Many thanks. 
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Whimple Victory Hall  
 
 
 
 

 

It was great to welcome back the whole school, the Pre-school together with the 
Breakfast Club in September, Some of our regular users have also resumed within 
our new rules. The Officers of the Hall Committee have worked very hard to prepare 
for this, including buying and installing new equipment and signs. Sue Thorne has 
been key to developing the plans and undertaking a new cleaning regime. Many 
thanks Sue, we could not have done it without you. 

During lockdown two very generous Whimple residents donated a total of £1500 
and Jill Courtney single-handedly raised over £1500 from making face coverings. This 
was amazing. Other residents have sold jams and held sales to help with the Hall 
fund. So far this year over £8000 has been raised for the refurbishment of the hall.  
This is an amazing amount, especially under the present circumstances. Thank you all 
so much. Our plans for SoupõnõSarnies and other fund raising events have been 
paused but we intend to hold these again ð one day. 

Maria Wallis, chair. 
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JULIAN WILSON 
Electrical Contractor 

 

1 Higher Woodhayes 
Farm 
Whimple 

 
Tel: 

 

JULIAN  

WILSON  

07977 753158 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434 

or email 

barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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Despite these unsettling times, Whimple Preschool 
continues to offer a fun, stimulating and nurturing 
environment for 2 - 4 year olds. Whilst following the 
government guidelines to help keep us safe, the children 
benefit from lots of fun activities to help them develop, 
learn, explore and have fun. We make lots of use of our 
fantastic outside space which creates a perfect place for 
children to learn, whilst keeping healthy in the fresh air.  We 
have a low child to adult ratio with experienced and 
passionate staff along with small group numbers which help 
children feel safe and secure to express themselves and learn.      

If you have a child under 3 and are thinking about sending them to preschool, 
please do get in touch and we can tell you all about us! 

13 children left us at the end of July to move on to Whimple School, we had a lovely 
few weeks with them during the summer after coming back from lockdown, 
finishing off with a celebratory garden party on the last day of term.  These children 
have all done amazingly well with their transition to school, they were well prepared 
and very much bonded as a group which gave them the grounding and confidence 
to move on to the next stage of their education.    

We are so proud of them and wish them all well.  
 

"The manager and staff work together to 
provide an inspiring and nurturing 
environment for children to enjoy.ò        

ñStaff have high expectations for all 
childrenò      

(Comments from Ofsted Dec 2019) 
 

Please see our website for more information  

www.whimplepreschool.com  

 
 

 

Jo Sibley 

 

 


