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 Oct/Nov 2014  

 

 

A nice walk in the country - see pages 14 and 15 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

DustAway 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured ð all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
Jill 07818484864 

or Tracey 07727168817 
 

V.A.T. Reg. No. 169 7014 86 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DATES 

Friday 31st October - The Flower Power Band  

Halloween Fancy Dress  

4 - 6pm Sunday 23rd November - Maggie Reeday  

 

 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs On in Whimple  
October 
11th WW1 Banner at the Heritage Centre.  

11th (Saturday) Front Row Club present ôThe Grand Budapest Hotelõ - Victory 
Hall . 7.00pm for 7.30pm.  

19th Soap-Box Carting Challenge ð details on page 11. 

24th Whimple History Society ð Auction of Pledges and Promises. Victory Hall 
7.30pm. Details on page 19. 

25th SoupõnõSarnie Lunch. Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm. 

26th Whimple History Society ð apple pressing at the Heritage Centre from 
11.00am to 3.00pm. 

31st (Fri) Front Row Club present ôGhandiõ. Victory Hall. 7.00pm for 7.30pm.  

November 
8th Preloved Sale Victory Hall, 10.30am ð 1.00pm See page 37. 

8th (Sat) Front Row Club present ôThe Railway Manõ. Victory Hall. 7.00pm for 
7.30pm.  

14th Toy Hearts and Julian Dawson presented by On a Whim Promotions, 
Victory Hall ð see posters for details. 

15th Whimple Craft Fair ð Victory Hall 1.00pm ð 4.00pm See page 25.  

21st Whimple History Society talk ð Victory Hall 7.30pm ð Lt. Col. Tim 
Courtney on ôThe Devonshire Regiment in WW1õ.   

22nd Christmas Coffee Morning, Victory hall 10.00am ð 12noon on behalf of 
Hospiscare ðdetails on page 45. 

27th Villages in Action ð Kathryn Roberts and Sean Lakeman Victory Hall ð 
details on Page 31. 

28th (Fri) Front Row Club. Victory Hall. 7.00pm for 7.30pm. See posters for 
details. 

29th Christmas Shopping at The Heritage Centre 11.00am to 2.00pm. 

29th SoupõnõSarnie Lunch Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm. 

December 
5th Over 65s Party ð Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm ð details page 57. 

6th  Christmas Shopping at The Heritage Centre 11.00am to 2.00pm. 

6th Orchard Harmony Christmas Concert ð Victory Hall ð more details later. 

13th  Whimple History Society ð Annual Christmas Lunch at the Cricket Club, 
starting at 12.00noon. 

13th (Sat) Front Row Club Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. See posters for 
details. 

20th SoupõnõSarnie Christmas Special. Victory Hall 12.00noon. 
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Ed the Ed 
 

Welcome to our October/November edition of your free Whimple News ð we 
hope that you enjoy it! Our cover is group of villagers enjoying a gentle stroll in the 
country a few weeks ago ð called the Commando Challenge - and well done to 
Claire Podbury and the team!  A great achievement.  Some years ago, the current 
Mrs H also did the Challenge with a team of people from her work, and I 
volunteered to video the proceedings. The quality of the video was fine, but ruined 
by an old man off screen who appeared to be asthmatic and sometimes close to 
death from the state of his breathing as he tried to race ahead of the team and film 
them as they completed all the obstacles! It was much better with the sound turned 
off!! 

We are delighted to include the Over 65s invitation in this edition, (see page 57) 
and it is great that Eileen Lascelles has picked up the reins on this event for our 
village ð please offer any help that you can to for this wonderful Whimple tradition. 

The Front Row Club goes from strength to strength  and continues to offer a broad 
range of films in the comfort of our very own Victory hall, accompanied by a ôBring 
Your Own tipple ô. We also have Villages In Action offering Sean Lakeman and 
Kathryn Roberts, again, in our very own Victory Hall ð what a coup that is!! Well 
done to the VIA team.  

I was delighted to see that that our very own ôBill and Benõ team tidied up the Lomas 
seat (see page 22) and it looks so much better. It is one of those lovely surprises that 
you come across as you make your way up the hill either from Woodhayes Lane or 
Hollyball.   

Our thoughts go to Geoff Gardner and his family on the loss of Phyllis ð what a full 
life she lived, and what a great contribution she made to her medical missionary 
work. We also offer condolences to relatives of the late Nancy Giles, who lost her 
fight with cancer recently.  

I am still offering a unique view of customer service in the Whimple Stores ð I really 
enjoy meeting so many different people! Jenny and Mark are doing a great job 
there, and this week we have been selling local mini green peppers, and some 
lovely pale pink mini aubergines, plus lots of local apples, fruit and vegetables with 
minimum mileage!  The bread, milk and eggs keep flying off the shelves ð 
sometimes I think the whole village must be having omelette sandwiches for tea, 
where we have the rare empty shelf! 

The next edition, gentle reader, will be our Christmas edition, so if you have any 
events planned for that period, please let me know and I can add them to the 
Whatõs On in Whimple page. If you want to send us an offering for inclusion in this 
august magazine, we need to receive it by Monday 10th November, either via the 
Small Outlet at the Post Office, or direct to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk. 

A grateful thanks to all our proofreaders, and all our deliverers who will be changing 
into their wet weather and cold weather gear ready for the travails of the British 
winter.                     Ed H 
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Whimple Post Office News 
 

Now is the perfect time to have a flutter on the Health Lottery. We have a special 
offer at the moment where three tickets can be purchased for the price of two. Pick 
up a promotional leaflet in store for further details and a coupon, which you will 
need in order to play. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Good News at last for Nat West and RBS customers 
 

You can now deposit cheques and cash over the counter at any post office. You will 
need a personalised paying in slip and deposit envelope for either of these 
transactions. You can order a book of paying in slips and cheque deposit envelopes 
from your bank. So order your stationery now and make good use of this service. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Royal Mail have just announced some price reductions, for a limited time only, to 
help ease the expense of Christmas, these include: 
 

¶ size format to increase for 'small size' parcels,  

¶ small parcels will be cheaper, in the 1-2 kg price band. 

¶ new lower price  band 0 - 60g international standard parcels. 
 

This promotion will end on 18th January 2015. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
This years theme for BBC's Children in Need is 'Be a Hero'. The Post Office will be 
supporting this and we will also be doing our bit here in Whimple, so watch this 
space. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
We have a rather lovely bedspread here, which was left with us for dry cleaning. 
Now the nights are starting to get a little chilly I am sure someone must be missing 
it! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 Thanking you all for your continuing support 

Jim and Alison 
Tel 822359 during opening hours only please.  
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851674  
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Whimple Soap Box Karting 
Challenge 
 

You may remember last October the 
inaugural Soap-box Karting Challenge took 
place. A rather bizarre spectacle in the 
centre of our village. if not, you missed a 
great afternoon of minor chaos. Together we 
raised Ã121.00 for the Primary School. 

Well itõs back again!  
The date for your diary is Sunday 19th October at 2.00pm, participants to be 
at the Parish Field by 1.30pm, refreshments will be available for a small 
charge. 

Teams will consist of two folk aged 16 years or over (one must be a 
Whimple resident). Strictly traditional soap-box kart designs only, not 
exceeding Ã100 build costs.  

A Ã15.00 entry donation is required, with all proceeds going towards 
Whimple Primary School.  

Deadline for entries 12th October 2014. 

For full entry details and rules please contact: 
 

Ross at tiggers.rest123@btinternet.com 

Paul at paul_walsh14@hotmail.com 

or  

John at hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 
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If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 

WHIMPLE FRONT ROW CLUB  

Phyllis Gardner 
 

Geoffrey Gardner and his family want to say a huge ôThank youõ to the many 
people who supported us over the loss of Phyllis, for the generous words of 
comfort and of appreciation of Phyllis, and for the wonderful crowd of 
Whimple people who attended the Thanksgiving Service.  

Whimple is such a great community! 

http://frontrowclub.wordpress.com/
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WHIMPLE FRONT ROW CLUB 

The new season of films has started and we have a great 
programme over the coming months. All the details can 
be found on The Front Row Club website with our 
October and November presentations shown below. If 
you would like to have a preview of what is coming up 
please ask me for the password you will need to enter 
the site. 

We are screening a number of new releases and we 
would love to have your company at our events. 

The subscription for this season has been reduced to Ã20.00 
which represents excellent value for the screenings over the 
coming year. 

If you would like to renew your membership please contact 
Richard Davies or me and we will be delighted to add you back 
on our list. 

Alan Smith 

11th October  

The Grand Budapest Hotel 

31st October 

Ghandi 

8th November 

The Railway Man 

Coming Soon 

http://frontrowclub.wordpress.com/
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Whimple Loose Women Get Down and Dirty 
 

Five of Whimple's finest, Claire Podbury, Juliet Dines, Karen Fanzo, Sarah Dines and 
Emma Sidebotham, got down and dirty on Saturday September 6th at the 2014 
Commando Challenge. A good time was had by all. Weeks of preparation pounding 
the lanes of Whimple paid off as the Loose Women raced to the finish in 21st 
position! Forty all-female teams competed in the 10K Royal Commando Challenge. 

Although the day got off to a good start with clear blue skies and brilliant sunshine, 
temperatures were raised during the 15 minute warm up whilst the serving marines 
put us through our paces. At 3.00pm we set off on the three kilometre climb from 
Bicton Arena to Woodbury Common, knowing that the four kilometre endurance 
course lay ahead.  When we reached the woods, rolling in the mud was the order of 
the day.  It was literally down hill from there on. The obstacle course included the 
adder filled tunnels, the murky waters of Peter's Pool and the notorious sheep dip 
which ensures the competitors are fully submerged in a water-filled tunnel -  much to 
the spectator's delight! 

The sheep dip marks the end of the obstacle course and the start of the 3 kilometre 
run back to the finish at Bicton Arena - in a bedraggled state! We completed the run 
in 2 hours 25 minutes and raised Ã370 for the Devon Air Ambulance Trust and the 
Royal Marine Charitable Trust Fund. 

If there are any Loose Whimple Men who would like a challenge in 2015 please get 
in touch. 

Juliet Dines and Claire Podbury 
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The Harvey School of Ballet 
 

Children's ballet classes 

held at Whimple Village Hall 

 
Boys and girls welcome 

aged 4 and above 

 
More information is available at 

 www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 
07832 475528 

info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 

http://www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
mailto:info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
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Chris Burrows  

Landscape Maintenance  

chrisburrows@yahoo.com  

07970 907651  

Horswell Cottage  

Budlake, Broadclyst  

EX5 3LW  
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Do you enjoy singing carols? 
  

From time to time throughout the year a number of people come together to form a 
choir to lead the singing at special services in Whimple Church. If the choir is to sing 
a piece of music on its own, practices are held in the church, usually on a Thursday 
evening, at 7.00pm for about an hour. 

Advent and Christmas are the busiest times of the year for the choir when it takes a 
more prominent role in the carol services. We are always pleased to have new 
people join us whatever they sing but we would particularly welcome, at this 
time, trebles or sopranos (children or adults) and basses. 
If you enjoy singing (a choral background is not 
necessary) why not come and join us? 

For more information and dates of practices 
please contact:- 
 

Gerri Turner 822587 or  

Mike Ellingham 822945. 
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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Whimple History Society 
Auction of Pledges and Promises  

on Friday 24th October  
 

The Auction of Pledges and Promises will take place in the Victory 
Hall at 7.30pm. It is hoped to make the evening a social event and members 
and friends will be encouraged to bring their own ôrefreshmentsõ. Tables will be 
laid out in the main hall. Entry will be by catalogue, costing Ã1.00, which can be 
purchased in advance or on the door.  

The Committee has already secured a number of promises/pledges but we 
would be grateful for any more which can provide either yourself or from local 
businesses etc. Anyone wishing to provide a pledge should contact the 
Secretary on 822244  

 

For your Diary 

Christmas Concert  
 Saturday 13th December  

Ottery St Mary Parish Church 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: At the beginning of September the Choral Society began 
rehearsals for their next concert.  Although Christmas still seems a long way off at 
this point, plenty of rehearsal time always helps to produce a varied programme of 
Christmas music as well as a major choral work.   

This year we will be performing DvoƎ§k - Mass in D and a selection of Christmas 

music. As usual you will also have the opportunity of chatting to your friends and 
society members, while you enjoy a complimentary glass of wine and a mince pie. 
There will be a leaving collection for our chosen charity Hospiscare. 

Tickets will be on sale in November from Society members or from the Ottery St. 
Mary Tourist Office:- 

10b Broad Street, Ottery St Mary 813964. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in the local community for 
their continued support of the Choral Society. 

For more information regarding Ottery St Mary Choral Society please contact:  

osmcs@hotmail.co.uk or telephone Annie Bassett - Chairman 823331 

www.otterystmarychoral.org 
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For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

EAST E RBROO K, 
EATON LTD  
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
   

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 

 

Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or email  

barryseaforth@gmail.com  
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HRH QUEEN TRIBUTE BAND ð CROWNING GLORY! 
 

Another wonderful Whimple night out was had by all at the Cricket Club on 5th 
September, when HRH came to entertain us and brought the weather with them 
too.  

Loads of preparation and organisation was involved as always for these big events, 
and it all showed. From the (very handsome, I must add) car park wardens to the 
great staff behind the bars and food stalls, everyone did a fantastic job. 

Whimple favourites, Stiletto, opened the show and were worth the ticket price 
alone. They got the dancing going, and there was a good crowd there by the time 
they had finished. 

I was never a big Queen fan, so wasnõt sure how much I would like HRH.  But, from 
the minute they came on, their performance was so great that I really liked them. 
Steve Littlewood has to be one of the best Freddie Mercuryõs out there. He worked 
so hard, belting out all the old favourites and changing costumes several times. An 
amazing showman; backed by a brilliant band.  

 

Everyone had a great night, and it was 
good to see the fancy dress gang out, 
too. Well done, Cricket Club!  

Sally Wilde 


