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St Maryôs Church 
Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8am  Holy Communion  
   11am  All Age Service  
 2nd Sunday 11am  Holy Communion 
   11am  S club11 in the Scout Hut  
 3rd Sunday   8am  Holy Communion 
   11am  Morning Service 
 4th Sunday 11am  Holy Communion 
   11am  S club11 in the Scout Hut  
 5th Sunday 11am  Joint Benefice Communion 

 
 
 

Whatõs on in Whimple 

October  
  3rd Sunday mystery trip and lunch.  The Square 10.00am 
 10th S Club Scout Hut 10.45am 
16th Over-60s Coffee morning with cake stall Victory Hall  10.00am-12noon 
16th Coffee & Cake in the church St Mary's Church 10.15am-12noon 
16th Handel's    Messiah  O.S.M  Parish  Church   7.30pm 
25th Whimple Victory Hall AGM Victory Hall    7.30pm 
26th Over-60s Talk by Mr Tom Coleman on óDevon farmhousesô 
28th Later Life Forum - Treasure Hunt for The Institute OSM 10.30am-3.30pm 
 Benefits 
29th History Society Auction Victory Hall    7.00pm 
31st S Club  Scout Hut  10.45am 
 

November  
  2nd Over-60s Trip to Barnstaple  
  9th Over-60s Talk by Mrs M Watkins  - óChristmas Floral Arrangementsô 
  7th Concert version of Ruddigore by G & S St Mary's Church   7.30pm 
13th Whimple Scouts Jumble sale & Auction Scout Hut    2.00pm 
14th  S Club  Scout Hut 10.45am 
20th Big Night In- Angata         Victory Hall    7.30pm 
27th St Mary's Christmas Coffee Morning Victory Hall 10.30-12.30pm 
28th History Society - Sale of Christmas  Heritage Centre 10am-12.30pm 
 Cards& Gifts 
28th S Club Scout Hut  10.45am 
 

December  
  3rd Senior Citizens Christmas Party Victory Hall 
  4th History Society - Sale of Christmas  Heritage Centre 10am-12.30pm 
 Cards& Gifts 
  4th Festival of Christmas O.S.M. Parish Church   7.30pm 
12th S Club Scout Hut 10.45am 
16th Orchard Harmony Christmas Concert St Mary's Church 
31st New Year's Eve Party Victory Hall 
 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability 
of venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Lynda Trevena on 822876 or e-mail lynda_amelia@hotmail.com 
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Ed The Ed 
 

Welcome to our bumper edition of 60 pages and some very interesting articles from 
new contributors such as Paul and Gill Derbyshire, plus Janine and Paul Peryer. For the 
last 3 editions, we have been trying to squeeze in the article on page 46 which in my 
humble opinion, is one of the funniest email attachments I have received in years.  
Read it and see if you agreeé.if you have seen better, please let us have them! 

I hope that you were able to visit the Flower Festival in the church and enjoy the 
creativity that we have in the village for flower arranging ð see Rosemary Horrellõs 
article on page 37 for the amazing amount of money raised. Well done to everyone 
involved. I was disappointed not to see an offering from Adrian Hewitt entitled 
ôBeefburger in a sylvan glen (onions extra and please take your rubbish home)õ 

Subject to house sale hiccups etc, we will be saying ôfarewellõ to Peter and Angela 
Smith around the time that you will be enjoying this edition. Peter was the driving 
force who kept the magazine going when it ran out of ôpuffõ a few years ago, so we 
would like to wish them good luck in their new home, and thanks for all your hard 
work for the magazine. Lynda Trevena will be taking over the ôWhatõs on in Whimpleõ 
mantle, so please let Lynda know of any Whimple events that need to be included, 
especially in the run up to Xmas and our next edition. 

Donõt forget that my favourite local band, Mid Life Crisis, are back in the Thirsty 
Farmer on Friday 15th October, and there will be a collection for Breast Cancer 
charities on the night, instead of an entrance fee. Apparently you have to wear 
something pink, so me and the current Mrs H have already purchased our little 
offerings, so weõ re ready! Whilst on the subject of pinké.I was a little perturbed to see 
a Parish Councillor in a recent Express and Echo photo, advertising a planned 4 day 
Exmoor to Exeter walk, with a friend, in their pink bras (for Cancer Research UK) ð no, 
not Peter Bowden, but Gill Wilson, and we wish her good luck and congratulate her 
for being so brave, and please sponsor her for such a worthwhile cause.  

Miles has prepared a short report on the finances of this august publication, so that 
you can see why we need your help to complement our advertising revenue. One of 
the regular suggestions we receive is to ask readers to pay for their copy; the 
committee is not in favour of this idea, as we want it to go to every house in the village 
because we believe that it supports the local community. We hope you agree with 
that approach and help us with donations via the Post Office (many thanks for the 
donations left there over the last few weeks). We also want to keep the advertising 
rates at reasonable levels rather than price ourselves out of the market! Thanks in 
advance for any help you can offer. 

The due date for articles for our Xmas edition is Wednesday 18th November at the Post 
Office please, or direct to our own Saga Lout, on Bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk. 

Geoff Delves has written an article about the charity cricket match he organised for 
the Whimple playgroup and toddlers ð I wanted to say well done to Geoff for all his 
work over recent years in running events like this. He is always thanking others for 
their help - I think he deserves his own recognition for supporting a variety of causes in 
the village. Well done Geoff!!!                 E d 
H 
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I found this old Chinese proverb described well our autumnal weather, which is 
so changeable. One moment the clouds are thunderous, the next the sky is blue 
and the sun shining sweetly. I think Wellingtons would be more appropriate for 
country walks.  

Very soon, on Halloween, the clocks will go back and British Summer Time 
come to an end.  The days and light have already shortened.  This is the time for 
the wonderful spider webs. Their construction has not changed over the years. 
On a moist morning each web is spangled with raindrops which outline their 
intricate design. Each year I marvel anew at such delicacy of pattern and admire 
the action of the spider, which is almost the best I have seen for some time. 

This is the season of mist and mellow fruitfulness and in my garden I have a very 
lovely ôDiscoveryõ apple tree with bright red fruit shining in the sunshine. My 
birds love to pick at the fallen ones which are juicy. This tree reminds me of our 
early days in The Square - the days when orchards were plentiful. In October and 
November it was a delight to walk down the lanes with my faithful airedale 
Mister Blaze, not only to see but to hear the busy apple pickers gathering the 
harvest for the brewing of our local and very good cider by Whiteways. Looking 
back to the origins of fruit trees in England the only indigenous ones are the crab 
apple or Malus Sylvestris. It is small and beautiful especially when it is in bloom 
or in fruit. The wood of crab apples is very hard and in ancient times was used 
for carving or making mallets. I found this amusing poem not so long ago:ñ  

A Devon legend tells us how young girls used to pick crab apples from the 
hedges and lay them out in the shape of the initials of their suitors. At day break 
on the Old Michaelmas day, 11th October, they would run downstairs, look at 
them and decide which were the best preserved and then made their choice as 
to the name of the candidate suitable as future husband. 

 
 

 

The crab apple of the woods is sauce 
Very good for the crab in the sea 
But the wood of the crab is sauce 
For a drab who will not her husband obey. 

FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE  
 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

 
 

 

The Western Wind has blown but a few days 
Yet the first leaves fly already from the tree 
On the drying path I walk in my thin shoes 
But in the first cold I have donned my quilted coat 
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Greek mythology is also rich with stories of the magic power of apples. Poems 
tell us the story of young Prince Paris brought up modestly with shepherds who 
one day was asked to judge the fairest in the land. and he gave the prize to 
Helen, later Helen of Troy - it was a golden apple. The apple orchard within 
ôParadiseõ of Greek myths was known as the garden of the Hesperides where 
the sacred apple tree grew conferring the power of immortality. The Hesperides 
themselves were nine fair maidens who guarded and tended the tree of 
immortality. The symbol of Aphrodite, goddess of love, was an apple. In the 
Hesperidesõ garden, the maidens joined hands round the tree to protect it and a 
serpent was coiled around the roots, a symbol of wisdom. The snake eating its 
tail is the oroborus, symbol of wholeness and eternity. It is strange how this story 
was revived in Genesis when God created the garden of Eden. The serpent 
became representative of all that is evil, the woman the temptress, and the 
symbolic apple the downfall of man. 

In Celtic times apples were considered the food of the Gods and, since then by 
tradition, the apple trees have been wassailed over many centuries to assure 
good crops. Wassailing is still practiced here in the village on January 17th. It is a 
seasonal ceremony during which prayers and blessings are addressed to the 
trees. Felling an apple tree had always been considered as sacrilege and even 
brought with it the death penalty. It is hard to imagine when one considers how 
many of our apple trees have been felled and destroyed in recent years. 

Apples have always been considered as great healers, the old saying òAn apple 
a day keeps the doctor awayó is well known but perhaps not so current in its 
application. It was even said that if you ate a grated apple on waking up you 
would prevent morning sickness in pregnant women. I am sure a more healthy 
and less harmful medicine than those prescribed in the sixties/seventies which 
caused so much heartache pain to young parents whose babies were born with 
deformities as a result of the drug thalidomide. Apples have always been 
considered to have magical healing powers creating beauty and fruitfulness. 

At Midsummer the apple trees are the most common 
bearer of the sacred mistletoe. The juice of the apple was 
used in the Druidic sacrament much as the grape was 
used in sacrament of Dyonisus Bacchus the God of 
Wine. Apple trees planted near houses prevented the 
lightning from striking; they also generated love in the 
household. 

 
 

 

 
Like the sweet apple that reddens on the topmost bough 
A-top on the topmost twig which the pluckers forgot. 
Somehow forgot it not - nay - but got it not for none  
Could get it till now. 
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Big Night In!/ Villages in Action   

invite you to  experience           

ANGATA  - The Music of Mali  
The vivacious, dynamic and colourful music of Mali played by four 

breathtakingly skilled musicians. Using a range of instruments: African 

xylophone, hammered dulcimer, djembes and harmonica, Angata fuse 

the rich traditions of Malinke drumming and melodies with 

several other musical styles to create a fascinating tapestry 

of criss -cross rhythms. Music to get the body moving! Why 

not try it yourself  at the afternoon drumming workshop 

and get £1 off the price of your ticket for the evening.  
  

Saturday 20th November  2004 at 7.30pm  

(Drumming workshop 2pm)  

 Whimple Village Hall  

 Tickets from Whimple Post Office or from Louise  on 

01404 822008  

 Prices: Evening:£5 (£4 concessions)  

Workshop: £4 (£3 concessions)  

Combined concert + workshop: £8 (£6 concessions)  

                                        

Also for 2005  
Miracle  Theatre -  20,000 Leagues Under the Sea  

A visual and musical delight for adventurous children and adults, with an 

unusual blend of effervescent comedy and multi -media special effects. 

Loosely based on Jules Verne's novel, unsuspecting landlubbers will be lured 

aboard Captain Nemo's submarine and taken to the depths of unfathomable 

oceans to meet tormented villains, heroic mermaids and various monsters of 

the watery world. Miracle produce shows which entrance children with a level 

of humour to keep adults entertained as well.  
Suitable for all over 7.  

Saturday 22nd January 2005 at 7.30pm  
Whimple Village Hall  

Tickets from Whimple Post Office or from Louise  on 01404 822008  
Prices: £5 (£4 concessions)  
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

Tim Wright 
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THE MARINERôS WAY 

 

I knew that the game was up when we were ambushed in Noel Edmondsô back yard.  
With my wife Gill I was into my third day of a six day trek along the Marinerôs Way 
from Bideford on the North Devon coast to Dartmouth on the South coast.  As this 
yearôs President of the Devon & Exeter Law Society it was my objective to raise 
£5000 for Devon Air Ambulance Trust, and at the same time to draw to the attention 
of the public the extensive pro bono work done by Devon solicitors. 

As we trudged wearily along a country lane near Jacobstowe (present home of the 
creator of Mr Blobby) we saw a sign inscribed ñYou are now entering Peter, Peter & 
Wright countryò.  On closer inspection we found a cheque for Devon Air Ambulance 
pinned to the top.  As we scratched our heads and wondered whether to pocket the 
cheque and run, out sprang James Rowland and his wife.  James is now a consultant 
with the firm of Peter, Peter & Wright with offices throughout North Devon.  A 
wonderfully generous surprise, just when the drizzle was beginning to run down our 
necks. 

The Marinerôs Way is an ancient route taken by sailors moving between Bideford and 
Dartmouth to join their ships.  Both towns had developed considerable trade with 
America throughout the 17

th
 and 18

th
 centuries.  Both also imported wool from Spain 

to supplement Devonôs flourishing textile industry.  As the sailors moved between 
ports they were supported along the way by the parishes through which they passed.  
The accounts for Gidleigh parish show:- 

1760 Gave a sailor who has a pass 1s.0d 
1774 Givôd alms to sailor       6d 
and in South Tawton:- 
1670 To two seamen as shown by their certificates suffered shipwreck 2s.0d 
1670 Given to James Wallis and his family having had losses at sea by 
 the Turks and for Ransoming of some taken by the Turks  2s.0d 

We had started on Day 1 at Bideford where we had a send off from some local 
solicitors and the mayor of Bideford who is also a local historian. 

For the first part of the journey we were following the Tarka Trail ï so named after the 
famous childrenôs book Tarka the Otter by Henry Williamson.  The route starts gently 
enough ambling alongside the River Torridge using the line of a long extinct railway.  
At Torrington the route crosses the River Torridge and on Day 2 we climbed along the 
line of the old railway to the clay quarries on Marland Moor in west Devon.  The Tarka 
Trail is probably best known for the cycle track that runs from Barnstaple to Bideford 
through Instow with lovely estuary views.  But the trail here, while still fit for cycles, is 
deep in the heart of rural Devon ï rolling fields, woodland, flowers in abundance and 
bird life.  We followed a heron up this stretch and I thought of Old Nog from the book 
and his cry of óKrarkô.  Local schoolchildren had also contributed to the Tarka theme 
by designing and building surprise statues of the animals, some of which doubled as 
seats to rest old bones. 

The railway line in its heyday not only took the clayworkers to their jobs, but also 
helped to take milk from these remote Devon farms to the railhead at Torrington and 
then on to London.  Its 0-6-0 narrow gauge locomotives also pulled the clay which 
went on to make the toilets and washbasins of the Edwardian era. 

On Day 3 we had a brief stop at the market town of Hatherleigh at the Tally Ho Inn.  
This pub boasts its own brewery and so in the interests of research we tried a few 
samples!  Here the Tarka Trail finishes for cycles but continues as a walking trail and 
we soon arrived at Okehampton on the northern edge of the Dartmoor National Park.   



9 

 

As we left Okehampton the rain stopped and we started our climb onto Dartmoor.  We 
took the track beside the East Okement river.  This is a gorgeous path which follows the 
river as it tumbles over rocks and waterfalls past ancient moss-laden oak trees.   

It was here that Tarka met his mate White Tip and went fishing for trout.  After an hour 
we came out onto the moor proper just above Belstone and as we sucked in lungfulls of 
moorland air the blue sky was enormous. 

Day 4 promised to be the most challenging so far.  It was a 12 mile hike over the high 
moor in ótypical Dartmoorô weather ie strong winds and rain interspersed with sunshine ï 
no two minutes the same.  Friends and family joined us for this stretch.  As we ate our 
soggy sandwiches on the grimly named Hangingstone Hill (1960 feet) the cloud lifted to 
reveal a wonderful panorama stretching all the way to Exmoor in the north east and 
Tavistock in the west.  For the particular beauty of wild moorland it doesnôt get much 
better than this. 

The memorial stone to the poet Ted Hughes is unobtrusively located near this hill.  It lies 
in a bend of the River Taw as it begins its journey to the Bristol Channel, the second 
part of Tarkaôs adventure.  But we leave the northward flowing rivers at this point to 
following the nascent River Dart as it runs south off the moor towards our journeyôs end.  
As we stumbled wet and weary into Postbridge Gill reminded me that we were over half 
way. 

A spot of luxury overnight at the Lydgate Country House Hotel revived us and we were 
again joined by friends for the start of Day 5 which would see us climbing up to Mel Tor 
and then wending our way along medieval cart tracks off the moor to Buckfastleigh.  We 
passed along Dr Blackallôs drive, named after the local squire who had a carriageway 
built alongside of a hill so that he could watch in comfort as the River Dart plunged in a 
torrent through the Double Dart Gorge 200 feet below. 

It was tempting at Buckfastleigh to take the old steam railway to Kingswear ï but ever 
mindful of our sponsors we ploughed on to our overnight stop at the Seatrout Inn at 
Staverton.  Distances can be critical at the end of a day when we had already walked 
about 15 miles.  I thought it was only 3 more miles to Staverton but it turned out to be 
more like 6 around the lanes.  Gill was not talking at this point, legs being powered by 
fury alone! 

Day 6 dawned sunny with a light south-west breeze ï perfect walking weather.  We 
made good progress to Totnes and from Totnes to Dartmouth we followed the Dart 
Valley Trail.  This trail is way-marked by Devon County Council and runs along the River 
Dart through creekside villages like Ashprington, Bow, Tuckenhay (the Maltsters ï lately 
owned by Keith Floyd the TV chef who called the pub Floydôs Inn (Sometimes)).  We 
passed Sharpham House ï famous for its English wine and cheeses, but no time to stop 
ï we have a date with the mayor of Dartmouth.  The pace quickened as we dropped 
down into Dittisham and then slowed again as we climbed the 1:5 hill out of the village ï 
the South Hams won our prize for the prettiest picture postcard views and villages, but it 
has some hills! We charged down the road into Dartmouth with only ten minutes to 
spare to meet Councillor Richard Rendle, Dartmouthôs Mayor, and the local press.  We 
were kindly presented with the Dartmouth plaque and were able to announce that we 
had reached our target of £5000 for Devon Air Ambulance.   

During the journey I was conscious of the fact that we were following in the footsteps of 
working men over the centuries: the seafarers moving along the Marinerôs Way; the clay 
miners of mid Devon; the tin miners on Dartmoor and the farmers of the South Hams.  
These men had to use the route for their livelihoods ï we were just passing through. 

Thank you to all the people of Whimple who supported us both financially and (Maggie 
and Jack) with your company.  It was worth the blisters. 

Paul & Gill Derbyshire  
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N C HAMLYN  
 

FARM MACHINERY  

REPAIRS AND SERVICE 
 

(Welding, fabrication etc. 

and garden wrought iron work) 
 

Workshop facilities and mobile service 

Contact Nigel Hamlyn on 01392 466720 

or 07702 431244 (mobile) 

Paynes Farm 

Broadclyst 

Exeter 

EX5 3BJ 

 

M.J.COLES 
ENGINEERING  

 

(R.T. I.T. B. & CITY & GUILDS) 
SERVICING.  ENGINE RE-BUILDS . 

WELDING MOT.  RECOVERY.   
PICK UP SERVICE 

FRIENDLY LOCAL MECHANIC 
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS 

CALL 

MARC 
ON 

WHIMPLE 822095 OR 
07785 740473 (MOBILE) 

 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING  

TILER  

PATIO PRESSURE CLEANING 

SHED ROOFS - RE-FELTED  

GENERAL HANDYMAN  

__________________________ 

 
(Excellent references if required) 

For that personal service 

Phone Mr Evans on 01404 822120 

WINDOW  

 
 CLEANER  
 

 

________ ________ 

 

STOP SMOKING  

With hypnotherapy  

Single 90 minute  

session 

Dina Butler  
BSc(hons) MSc MCPID  

DHyp MBSCH  

 

Tel:   01404 841611  

Mob:  07790 524350  



11 

 

 



12 

 

  

Good Food, Good Wine, Good Ale, Good Time 

The Thirsty Farmer Inn  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER   

DEVON EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY  

AT ITS BEST 

Chefôs Specials Board 

Delicious Homemade Desserts  

Vegetarian Menu  

Superb Sunday Roast  

Childrenôs Menu 

Patio and Garden  

We buy local  

Bookings are advisable especially at weekends 
to avoid disappointment 

U
nder N

ew
 

 O
w

ners
hip

 

 New Menu  
 New Wines  
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S Club 11 has started again for the Autumn! 27 children came down to 
the Whimple Scout Hut on Sunday 12th September It now begins at 
10:45am for various new games (including full-size air hockey & table 
football!) before the action-packed programme begins at 11:00am ɶ for 
songs, quizzes, competitions, prizes and more games, coupled with a 
fun, short, interactive Bible learning slot until 12:15pm! If you're aged 
between 5 & 14, then come on down! Those new to Year 1 are 

particularly welcome. And a new separate group (ɼImpactɽ) has 
started for Year 6 and above, hopefully with its own band! S Club 11 is 
now on-line with its own web pages.  

Take a look at www.geocities.com/dominyclan/SClub11.html for info 
and photos! 

Forthcoming dates are: Oct 10, 31 (instead of 24), 
Nov 14, 28, Dec 12. 

For more info contact Phil or Rebecca Dominy on 
822163 or dominypr@hotmail.com 

From my window in the crossing keepers hut 
Since I last wrote we've finally got the new ticket machine but it seems slower 
than the old one and, apart from being able to tell me the price from Feniton 
to Stranraer, it still doesn't do Apex and Super-advance tickets.  Never mind, I 
hope all you steam fans saw  ôTaw Valleyõ fly through on Sunday 5th 
September.  The question is though - what nameplate was it carrying on the 
day - answers on a postcard! 
Lost property is the big thing this time of year.  To date Waterloo have in their 
possession digital cameras, mobile phones and even a false leg!  
Look after your belongings when you travel.  It is very difficult 
to trace things once left behind and it is time-consuming.  Also 
for those who are unsure, the current timetable on South 
West trains is in force until the 12th of December.  A new 
timetable in-line with EU directives comes into force after 
that.  Don't even begin to ask me how the EU would have 
directives on timetables, but they've managed it.   
See you soon.   Alex. 
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¶ Need help using your PC?  

¶ New computer for Xmas?  

¶ Want to Learn MS Office packages?  

o Word processing  

o Excel spreadsheets  

o Access databases  

o PowerPoint presentations  

¶ Trouble using the Internet?  
 

Then call for assistance and discuss your 
requirements, then learn your way 1:1  

at affordable rates! 

Alan Hickman 
 (01404) 823449 

No charge if you donôt learn! 

 

 

SOFT 

FURNISHINGS 

&  

TRADITIONAL  

UPHOLSTERY 
 

Loose Covers to Recovers 

Cushions to Footstools 

Headboards to Bedding 

CurtainsðBlindsðPelmets 

Swags & Tails  

And much more  

 

Jo Harris 01884 277519  

 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Talaton Inn 
Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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GARDEN WASTE COLLECTIONS 
STARTING 17TH AUGUST 

WE NEED HELPERS, PLEASE CALL 
822651 IF YOU  CAN 

 

HELP, PLEASE FOR OTTER ROTTERSé. 
 

A big than you for all the staff in Whimple stores and the PO who help so 
much by selling our tags and Garden Bags. To have to deal with this is a bit 

of a fiddle so please help by tendering the correct cash. 
 

We have had three successful rounds in the village so far, but need to pick up 
quite a lot more material to break even with our expenses. All our equipment (like 
us!) is old and cranky and needs constant repair .So if you cannot compost your 
own material, please put it out for OR and save a trip to a recycling center. This 
saves your time, possible queues, and loads of emissions, all up front in the me-
dia right now. 
 
As a not for profit community business there are loads of other ways you can 
help, and there are benefits both ways. Some of the tasks are: 
¶ Preparing tags 
¶ Looking after the shops 
¶ Leaflets and posters 
¶ Helping on the round ( cheaper than the gym) 
¶ Helping at the site  
¶ Maintaining the tractor and other machines 
¶ Delivering compost 

A couple of hours now and again makes a real difference, and the odd bag of 
compost is very usefulé  
 
Also , as it happens we have funding for two part time posts, and there are no age 
or gender issues, very useful top up finance! If interested please call us. 
 
Our next meetings are at the Nog, Feniton on 21st Oct at 7.30pm and the Thirsty 
Farmer on 17th November. All are welcome 

 
Thanks for supporting Otter Rotters and keeping things local. 
 
Hugh Roberts 
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Veterinary Clinic, Whimple  
 

New Surgery Arrangements 
In our continuing effort to improve the service we offer to our clients, we are 

now equipped to perform routine surgical operations at the Whimple surgery.  
 

All consultations 'by appointment only'. 
 

Surgery times  

Monday -Friday    8.45 - 9.15 a.m. and 4.30 - 5.30 p.m. 

Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call (01404) 823230. 

24 hour emergency service. 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER  
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Garden Machinery Repairs 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

 
Feet First  
Reflexology  

Joanne M Hicks MIFR  
Registered Practitioner  

Trowdon, Whimple  

01404 822884  0777 5828677  

jomhicks@aol.com  
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WHIMPLE OVER 60s CLUB 

Whimple Victory Hall  
 

Additional availability of the Victory Hall  

From the beginning of October the school have agreed that the main hall 
will be available for hire on Thursday afternoons from 2pm, and the 
committee room between 9:30am and 11:30am on weekdays during 
term time. The main hall is also available for hire on a Thursday evening. 

Please contact Teresa Daniels on 823619 for further details. 

Help for the Hard of Hearing 

The main hall now has a loop system installed to help anyone who uses a 
hearing aid. If your event would benefit from this facility, please let us 
know when you make your booking. 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 25th of October at 
7:30pm in the committee room.  Everyone is welcome.  Please come 
along with any questions you may have for the trustees and any views or 
suggestions you may wish to put forward for the improvement of the hall 
and its facilities. 

Call for Trustees 

The Victory Hall is managed by a board of trustees.  If you're interested in 
becoming a trustee please contact me on 823614 for further details and 
come along to the Annual General Meeting when new trustees will be 
elected.     

        John Discombe 

October    3rd Sunday mystery trip and lunch. 10 a.m. from The Square 

October  16th Coffee morning with cake stall and raffle. 10 a.m. ð12 noon 

October  26th Talk by Mr Tom Coleman on ôDevon farmhousesõ 

November 2nd Trip to Barnstaple  

November 9th Talk by Mrs M Watkins  - ôChristmas Floral Arrangementsõ 
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Fairtrade for Christmas in Whimple  
Why not make it a  Fairtrade Christmas  this year for you and your family. 

We now have a selection of Fairtrade Christmas cards and two new Traidcraft 
catalogues, one of which is a special Christmas selection. Both are full of fair 
traded items for you to choose as Christmas presents. By choosing fair traded 
presents you will not only bring joy to the receiver but you will also bring 
guaranteed support and happiness to the people who made them. 

We have samples of all the cards and can take your orders now. Also you can 
see the Traidcraft catalogues and select gifts that we can order well in time for 
Christmas. Also you could make this a Fairtrade Christmas in your cooking, 
drinking and eating, as we can supply many cooking ingredients, tea, 
coffee, wine and confectionary that are all fair traded.  

We will have our usual selection of food products plus Christmas cards available 
at the Coffee Morning in the Church on 16th October. At 
the Church's Christmas Coffee Morning on 27th November in the Victory Hall 
we intend to have an extra selection of fair traded gifts for sale 

Note: we continue to hold a Traidcraft stall in the Church every first Sunday in 
the month at 12.00 after the service, and this is open to anyone to pop in. These 
will be on October 3rd, November 7th, and December 5th. 

You can contact us anytime for any help you need with buying Fairtrade goods 
on Telephone No:- 01404 822527, or by e-mail to:- wheelers@knowlerise.com. 

Help fight poverty with your Christmas shopping this year by supporting 
Fairtrade wherever you can. Look for the Fairtrade logo. 

May God Bless you this Christmas    

William and Rowena Wheeler 

Thank you to all who supported the summer 'Coffee and Cake' sessions in the 
Church; over Ã600 was raised for the Restoration Fund. As they are popular 
gatherings it is proposed to hold them once a month during the winter months. 
The next will be on Saturday 16th October from 10.15 until noon in the Church. 
The 'Fair Trade' stall will be there with the usual selection of goods and Christmas 
cards too. On 27th November there will be a Christmas Coffee Morning in the 
Victory Hall from 10.30 - 12.30. As well as the usual array of cakes there will be 
mince pies (the first of the season?!) served with the coffee. There will be a 'Bring 
and Buy' stall, a cake stall and a Christmas Raffle as well as Christmas cards on 
sale and the FairTrade stall.    

Watch this space! - NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY in the Victory Hall - more details in 
next issue!       Sarah Smith 

St. Maryôs Church 
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pple cars 
local & long distance taxi service  

 

4 & 7 seater vehicles private hire & hackney licensed  

 

Tel. (01404) 823600  

Mobile. 07753 730 591  

 

 

Ladies and gents hair stylists with over 30 years experience 

The salon has a warm and friendly atmosphere 

where clients can relax, so why not pay us a visit? 

We cater for both trendy and traditional styles. 

Open Tuesday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 

and Saturday 9 am to 1 pm. Late night by appointment. 

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer. 

Members of the hairdressing association. 

Tel: (01404) 823400 
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WHITEWAY QUOTES 
 

Daphne Rastall from the Whimple History Society, lent me a series of booklets from 
the Whiteway library, concerning Whitewaysô price lists and customer testimonials.  
I have  taken a selection from 1907 that caught my fancy and have taken the usual 
liberty of adding some commentéééé.the language used is wonderful, and gives 
an indication of the excellent reputation of the Whiteways products and how far they 
travelled round the world.  If you want more, please visit the Heritage Centre for a 
browse.  
 

TESTIMONIALS 
 

From His Serene Highness The late Duke of Teck, Glen-Aray, Windsor ï 
ñMessrs Whiteways & Co. having supplied their brands of cyder to H.H. the Duke of 
Teck, H.H. begs to state that he is in every way pleased with them, and has found 
them most excellent.ò (what he means to say is there any chance of some freebies, 
chaps if I do some creeping?) 
 

Miss G Milne-Horne, York Place, Edinburgh ï ñ I am so much pleased with these 
cyders I mean to give up wine for them as a rule.ò  (and then when I sober up, I for-
get all my plans and promises) 
 

From J St. Loe Strachey Esq, Newlands Corner, Merrow, Guildford- 
ñ I was delighted this spring to find your cyders on a P and O. I had often asked for 
them before. All admitted it was a capital drink at sea.ò (éhowever, on land it is a 
different drinké..) 
 

From Frank A Bellville Esq, Stourghton Grange, near Leicester ï 
ñ I owe you a great many thanks for introducing me to your cyder. I began drinking it 
shooting in September, and found it not only extremely nice but a perfect cure for 
my enemy ï rheumatism, so much so that I have gone on drinking it out hunting all 
through the winter.ò (hasnôt been able to hit a deer as he has been so hammered, 
but has killed several fellow hunters and estate workers but feels nothingémust be 
good) 
 

From the Convent, Woodstock Road, Oxford ï 
ñThe Mother Superior thinks the ó Sweet Alfredô brand especially good. (please may 
we have another 15 cases to last the week and we promise to let you have your 
delivery driver back soonéletôs party, babyé.) 
 

CYDER FOR EXPORT 
 

Lady Wingate, The Palace, Khartoum ï 
ñLady Wingate is glad to inform Messrs. Whiteway & Co. that the Cyder is greatly 
liked by allò. (as the Infidels attacked the city, the English community didnôt have a 
care in the worldé) 
 

Phipson & Co Bombay ï 
ñYour cyders have met with great favour here.ò 
 

From George Sanders, The Embassy, Berlin 
ñ The óWoodbine ó blend is infinitely better than most of the Champagne that is drunk 
here, and there is not a headache in a hogshead of it. Your Cyder is a perfect God-
send.ò (we can now go to work without a hangover, having drunk copious 
amountsé.) 
 

Murray & Co. Karrachee ï (honestéthis how it was spelt in the leaflet) 
ñYour cyder is considered in India most excellent, and is certainly the best we have 
ever imported.ò  
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Green Man Garden Designs are pleased to offer you the following services 
for all your gardening and landscaping requirements. 

Á SUMMERHOUSE & SHED BASES - Quick & clean, low disturbance, 
professional service. 

Á FENCING - any design, any length, replaced. Supplied and erected. 

Á TRELLIS & STRUCTURE WORK - to further enhance your current 
garden or to create innovative focal points. 

Á DECKING & PERGOLA - a warmer more flexible alternative to patios 
and courtyards. 

Á TREE SURGERY & AERIAL CLEARANCE.  

Á HARD LANDSCAPING - Earth movements, topsoil imported & 
sculpted. 

Á HEAVY LABOUR - For all those seriously strenuous jobs. 

Á PATIO SLAB & PATH STEAM CLEANING - Say Goodbye to grime 
and prepare for summer. 

Á SPECIAL PROJECTS - Tree Houses, Forts, Play Areas built to 
individual specifications and requirements. 

Á PLANTING SCHEMES - Tailored to complement the location, taste 
and budget. 

PLEASE CALL AND LEAVE A CONTACT NUMBER ON:  

07929 849412 or 01404 47060 
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WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT  

VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION  
. 

The heady success of our 50th Show last year was always going to be a difficult act to 
follow, but this yearõs Show certainly did. The judgesõ comments certainly reflected this 
and it is very pleasing to report on such a good Show. Although many of the Classes 
had excellent entries, it was so good to see so many colourful exhibits in the flower 
classes. It has been a while since we had such quality exhibits in these Classes and it 
certainly gave Henry Stephens and Bert Mortimer a few headaches determining the 
winners. It was very pleasing to see some new names amongst the trophy winners but 
everyone who entered should be congratulated in helping make the Show such a 
great success. A complete list of Cup Winners is included with this report. 

Although there were not quite as many entries in the Childrenõs Classes this year, the 
quality and imagination of the exhibits was at the usual high standard. Winners in 
these classes were David Banfield, Robbie Palmer and Louisa Rowlands who shared 
The Cygnets cup; Katie Ackland who won the Basildon Award; Jessica Bolden who 
won The Fletcher Cup and Helen Webber who won The Childrenõs Challenge Cup. 
The photography section was again keenly contested with some outstanding pictures 
and Tony Hindle took the trophy in this section. In the Arts and Crafts Classes, Shirley 
Williams took both trophies in this section demonstrating her skills with some fine 
exhibits. 

Once again the flower arranging had the usual outstanding exhibits and added its own 
special contribution to the Show. The trophies in this section were won by Barbara 
Lambert and Heather Burrough. Clearly having the ballot for the best exhibit in the 
show is very popular and helps people feel a part of the show. With no entries from 
Marion Turner in the Wine Classes this year, there was going to be a new winner of 
The Cranny Brook Cup and this was Joss Bratt. There is no truth in the rumour that 
there is a subscription to AA with this trophy! Every year the billiard table is tested to 
see just how many cakes it will take  and this year was no exception. So many 
wonderful exhibits and all edible! Congratulations to Margaret Burrough who took the 
honours in this section. 

The Pot Plant Section was actually won by Michael Mallet. Unfortunately this was 
given out incorrectly on the day and was due to a mathematical error on our part for 
which we humbly apologise to Michael. The guilty parties have been duly 
reprimanded and enrolled on a maths night class so the same mistake does not 
happen next year! And finally, but by no means least, the flowers and vegetable 
classes. It was so good to see so many exhibits in these classes and as mentioned 
earlier, it certainly gave the judges a hard task, particular with the flowers. This was 
again a very keenly contested section but once again the overall winner was Gerald 
Radford, who won The Whimple Folk Cup, closely followed by Heather Burrough 
who won the Win and Bob Shepherd Cup. The Slewton Cup was shared by Lilian 
Braund and Paul Wilson with Joan Ward taking the Slewton Cup. Joan very kindly 
gave out the prizes and our thanks to her for doing that. 
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As reported in the last edition of The News, a cheque was presented to Myrtle 
Dockings at the Show as a result of the tremendous support we received from the 
Open Gardens Event. The superb support for this event meant a substantial sum of 
money has been donated to Ottery St. Mary Hospital.  

The Committee would like to express their thanks to everyone who helps us set up the 
Hall for the Show and put everything away again, it is very much appreciated. 
Hopefully all those of you who exhibited for the first time enjoyed the experience and 
will do so again next year. And while talking of next year, the Show will be on Saturday 
13th August 2005, so start your planning now!! 

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 
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 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

Louise Turner N.D. Hort  
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort  

Tel 01392499074    Mob 07811781137 
e-mail: info@gardenlandscapes.co.uk  
             www.gardenlandscapes.co.uk  

 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT PLANT ADVICE  
FREE CONSULTATION 

 

OôDELL PLUMBING & HEAT-

ING 
Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833 

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLA-

TIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

Reg no: 4094 
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S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

DEVON 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

EX14 0QA 

Conversation -  Déjeuner  

en français  
 

Would you like to get on track 

with your French?  
 

Then, why not try to do so in an 

informal friendly way:  

around a French light lunch,  

you will be able to enjoy French 

conversation, bien sûr!  
 

For further information phone 

Florence Fyot -  811530.  

 

 

 

BANFIELDS  
 

Traditionally carved rocking  

Horses & Restoration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 

Devon EX5 2UF 
 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 

Louise Turner N.D. Hort  
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort  

Tel 01392499074    Mob 07811781137 
e-mail: info@gardenlandscapes.co.uk  
             www.gardenlandscapes.co.uk  

Whimple Victory Hal l 
 

Annual General 
Meeting 

 

7.30pm 
Monday 25th October 

 

in the  
 Committee Room 

 

Everyone welcome 
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ANNUAL AUCTION OF ITEMS AND PLEDGES 
 

Donõt miss this annual event that helps to provide funds for the History Society and 
the Heritage Centre Project, to be held, as usual in the Victory Hall on Friday 29th 
October, at 7.00 p.m. The Auction itself will be handled by Oaks and Partners of 
Cullompton (an entertainment in itself ! ). 

Items for the Auction can be left at the Heritage Centre on either Thursday 21st 
October from 5.00 p.m. until 7.00 p.m. or Saturday 23rd October from 10.00 p.m. 
until 12.00 noon. 

Items should be capable of being carried by one person i.e. no large items of 
furniture, also no clothing or electrical items please. If you are unable to bring items at 
these times please contact Bob Roberts on 822311. In addition, pledges of 
benevolence, help or provision of work etc. should also be notified to Bob.  

Please be generous with items and your support on the night ð it is the Societyõs main 
fund-raising event of the year. Thank you. 
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OVER 65's PARTY 

3rd December 2004 
 

Your party this year is assured thanks to the Cricket Club, Geoff 

Delves and The New Fountain Inn.  

There will be a meeting of The Ladies of the Village to make final 

arrangements in November. Watch for the posters. 

 

*THIS IS YOUR INVITATION*  

The Ladies of Whimple Village invite the Villagers of Whimple who 

are over 65 years of age (before 3rd December 2004) to a Christmas 

Party at the Victory Hall, Whimple on Friday 3rd December 2004 at 

7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. 

Please complete the slip below, cut it out and return it to Lucy Smith 

by Monday 29th November. 

 

 

 

To: Mrs Lucy Smith 

 2 Clarence Villas 

 The Square 

 Whimple 

 

I/We will be attending the Over 65's Christmas Party on Friday 3rd 

December 

 

Name(s)_______________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________       

    ________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
 

 

I/We will require transport : Yes/No 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher Slewton 

Whimple 
EX5 2QP Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING  

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW  

 
FOR ALL YOUR  

SEWING REPAIRS  

&  

ALTERATIONS  

No job too small  
 

Also dressmaking, table linen  
& Personalised machine 

embroidery  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Molly on 
01404 822158 or 07748 985830  

Or find me at the Exeter end  
of the Rockbeare straight  
where you see my sign  
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Miracle Manicures  

 

 
 

beauty for  
the hands and feet  

competitive rates  

Abby Porter  

01404 823875 

TWO LONELY MARROWS 
 

Having been driven to the cricket field to support the charity match which I 
watched very little of outside as it was rather chilly, we spent most of our time in 
the club house peering through the window, not drinking alcohol I hasten to add 
but sipping lemonade. We met up with a few other friends and caught up with 
our holiday news before deciding it was time to make our way home. A couple of 
us thought weõd  walk as the exercise would do us good. As Frances and I 
reached the old fire station we looked across towards the Victory Hall and won-
dered what we could see on the grass. Walking across the road to investigate we 
realised  we were faced by two marrows on a piece of paper which read , help 
yourself, V.P.A. surplus. Frances and I thought weõd have one each and decided 
we could make good use of them.  

Youõre probably wanting to know  why Iõve written such a load of  twaddle but we 
would like to thank the person and what better way than to say thank you than 
through the Whimple News.       Frances and Lynda 

 

Tom Vanneck  
 

Furniture Restorer  

&  

French Polisher  
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502  

Mob. 07812810846  

 



33 

 

 

 

 

YOUR LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST FOR 
ALL THOSE BUILDING OR MAINTENANCE NEEDS.  
 
DEVON HOME IMPROVEMENTS CAN PROVIDE YOU 
WITH HANDS-ON DESIGN AND PLANNING, TOGETHER 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE SUPPLY OF TRADESMEN 
AND MATERIALS.  
 
WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON OUR EXPERTISE AND 
BELIEVE WE OFFER THE MOST FRIENDLY AND 
EFFICIENT SERVICE AT VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.  
 
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO -OBLIGATION QUOTATION.  


